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PREFACE. 



I BEG to present a collection of flowers (though there is 
nothing of my own except the string that ties tliem), nnd 
if the leaves be not of silver and the fruits of gold, it is 
hoped they will be grateful to all who have their " senses 
exercised to discern " spiritual things. 

To cull these flowers and inhale their refreshing 
sweetness, or to ponder the following pages, and experi- 
ence a new stimulus to duty, will form a pleasing and 
profitable exercise to spiritual minds. 

The age passing over us requires on the part of the 
church of Christ and its official members the utmost 
energy and devotedness ; and it is believed the candid 
and prayerful reading of these Memoirs will invigorate 
the energy and increase the devotedness of sincere 
Christians. 

The printed journals of Mr. Clowes being all sold, and 
many applications being still made for copies, it has 
been suggested by some particular friends, that a life of 
the venerable man incorporating most of the said journals, 
— his remains in manuscript — the circumstances attend- 
ing his death, and one of his original discourses, would 
be acceptable. 
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That suggestion has been carried out, and the work, 
in the present form, will serve as a volume of reference 
in relation to the acts of the venerable Clowes, and the 
chain of facts linked with the good cause in which, from 
the commencement, he was a distinguished agent. 

The prime reason of this publication is an earnest 
desire to revive religion, and to benefit man in spiritual 
things. 

These objects, it is hoped, will be in a measure secured 
bj the present compilation, if it shall be extensively dis- 
tributed among the reading and reflecting community. 

It is submitted to the public, and especially to 
the Primitive Methodist Connexion, with a calm per- 
suasion that with all its imperfections it will be welcomed 
by thousands, and through the Divine blessing, be like 
"bread cast upon the waters, to be found after many 
days." 

JOHN DAVISON. 

Toronto, British North America, 1864. 



CONTENTS. 



CHAPTER I. 

PAGE 
INTRODUCTORY OBSERVATIONS . . . .1 

CHAPTER II. 
1780. 

HIS EARLY LIFE AND UNREGENERATE STATE . . 3 

CHAPTER III. 
1805. 

BIS CONVERSION TO GOD AND ITS FRUITS • . .10 

CHAPTER IV. 
1806. 

HIS ACTIVE LABOURS AND FAITH IN OOD . . .20 

CHAPTER V. 
1806. 

BIS OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS IN THE CHURCH OP GOD . 29 



Tl CONTENTS. 

CHAPTER VI. 
1807—1808. 

PA( 
HIS LABOURS IN CONNBCTION WITH THE FIRST CAMP- 



MEETINO ON MOW-HILL, ETC. 

CHAPTER VII. 
1810. 

HIS TRIALS OF FAITH 



I 



I 

m ( 



CHAPTER VIII. 
1810-1811. 

HIS FIRST REGULAR MISSIONARY OPERATIONS, ETC. . ( 

CHAPTER IX. 
1812. 

HIS MISSIONARY LABOURS. — DERBYSHIRE. — STAFFORD- 
SHIRE. — LANCASHIRE, ETC. . . . . ! 

CHAPTER X. 
1818. 

DITTO. — NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. — LEICESTERSHIRE, ETC. 

CHAPTER Xr. 
1819. 

DITTO. — HULL. — YORK, ETC. .... 

CHAPTER XII. 
1819—1820. 

DITTO. — YORKSHIRE . . . . . .1 



CONTENTS. Vn 

CHAPTER XIII. 
1820—1821. 

rAOK 
HIS MISSIONARY LABOURS. — YORKSHIRE. — DURHAM • 137 

CHAPTER XIV. 
1822—1823. 

DITTO. — NORTHUMBERLAND. — CUMBERLAND. — WE8TMORE. 

LAND . ' . . . . . 153 

CHAPTER XV. 
1824. 

DITTO. — LONDON . . . . . .162 

CHAPTER XVI. 
1825. 

DITTO. — CORNWALL . . . . .171 

CHAPTER XVII. 
1826—1838. 

JOURNAL EXTRACTS. — VARIOUS LABOURS . . . 182 

CHAPTER XVIII. 
1833—1838. 

DITTO. — VARIOUS LABOURS ..... 202 

CHAPTER XIX. 
1838—1842. 

DITTO. — VARIOUS LABOURS . . . . .217 



Till CONTENTS. 

CHAPTER XX. 
184.2—1851. 

PAGE 

CLOSING LABOURS ...... 228 

CHAPTER XXI. 

CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS; TESTIMONY BT J. DODS- 
WOJRTH; AND REMINISCENCES OF MR. CLOWES, BY J. 
NELSON . . . . . . .237 



ELEGY ....... 279 



NINEVEH ; A SERMON BY W. CLOWES . . . 281 




LIFE 



OF 



WILLIAM CLOWES, 



CHAPTER I. 

INTRODUCTORY OBSERVATIONS. 

When we contemplate the monuments of greatness 
which exist in the present day, whether they refer to 
empires, science, or religion, we naturally feel desirous 
to know something of the individuals particularly asso- 
ciated with such monuments. The deeds of heroes 
rapidly vanish on the ever-changing surface of successive 
generations — the lahours of men of science constantly 
yield to new inventions and improvements ; hut those 
principles established by holy men, founders of religious 
bodies, become stereotyped on the mind of each connect- 
^g ^^9 aiid acquire a sort of immortality. Hence the 
desirableness of knowing the history of such distin- 
guished characters. 

That form of Christianity designated Primitive Me- 
thodism, first established in the present century among the 
working classes in Britain, by a small band of their own 
order, exhibits a remarkable movement. To the worldly 
philosophy of the day it is a mystery ; but to intelligent 
piety it may be well understood. 

The singular facts connected with the extraordinary 
labours of the venerable Clowes will show the character 
of the community of which he was one of the principal 
founders, and that it was no feeble off-shoot, or a 

B 
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branch riven from some parent stock, but truly primi- 
tive, spiritual, and apostolic in character. 

The energy, both human and Divine, which gave rise 
to this community, still continues to direct its progress. 
The jirBt missionaries v^rere emphatically workers — 
workers together with God in saving sinners from their 
sins. Those fathers of the Connexion have, through a 
long course of self-denying labours, succeeded in esta- 
blishing a flourishing working church, possessing the ele- 
ments of spiritual life, and destined to assist other 
churches in the evangelization of the world. 

To the inquirer into the philosophy of mind — to the 
pious and thoughtful Christian in every section of the 
diurch, but especially to the earnest minister of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Life and Labours of WilUam 
Clowes are calculated to afford special interest and 
instruction. These Memoirs will show that, without 
sparkling genius, opulent connections, or literary pre- 
tensions, but through his eminent piety and uncommon 
force of character, he accomplished great things in his 
day. 

His memory is embalmed in the recollections of 
thousands : it is like ointment poured forth ; its per- 
fume is precious to vast numbers of his spiritual chil- 
dren, and especially to his honoured companions in the 
ministry who still survive him, and who can apply to 
him the words of an ancient writer : " He was as the 
morning star in the midst of a cloud ; as the moon in 
the full ; as the sun shining in the temple of the Most 
High, and as the rainbow in the bright clouds ; as the 
flower of roses in the spring of the year ; as lilies by the 
rivers of waters, and as the branches of the frankincense- 
tree in the time of summer ; as fire and incense in the 
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censor* and as a vessel of beaten gold ; as a fair 
olive tree budding forth fruit, and as a cypress tree 
growing up into the clouds." 



CHAPTER II. 

HIS EARLY LIFE AND UNREOBNERATE STATE. 

1780. 

The late venerable William Clowes, of blessed memory, 
was bom on the 12th of March, 17S0, at Burslem, 
Staffordshire. 

His father, Samuel Clowes, pursued the calling ge- 
nerally followed by the population of the district — that 
of a potter. 

In the morning of life he embraced religion, and 
manifested a pious deportment for some time ; but 
yielding to wicked solicitations, relaxing in duty, and 
reading a book containing pernicious sentiments, his 
heart departed from the Lord. A long career of dissi- 
pation followed, which had an unhappy effect upon his 
partner and family. Affliction at last arrested him ; and 
whilst his body wasted under its ravages, he sought 
the Lord, who mercifully healed his backslidings ; and 
in his final hour he was cheered with the hope of eternal 
life. 

Ann Clowes, the honoured mother of our revered 
friend, was the daughter of Mr. Aaron Wedgwood, a 
considerable manufacturer in Staffordshire. He was a 
man of talent and enterprise, and, in connection with 
others, carried considerable improvements into effect in 
the pottery manufacture ; and at Longton he was one 
of the first who produced china ware or porcelain. 

B 2 
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Messrs. Thomas and John Wedgwood, his cousins, in 
1 740 gave a stimulus to building speculations, by erect- 
ing a noble edifice, called the " Big House." Indeed 
the name of Wedgwood has long been identified with all 
that is eminent in the arts, benevolence, and religion. 

Mr. Josiah Wedgwood was a great genius. In 1/63 
he received a patent for what was called Queen's ware ; 
he invented the pyrometer, for measuring the higher 
degrees of heat employed in the various arts, and was 
the proposer of the Grand Trunk Canal, uniting the 
rivers Trent and Mersey. He was a distinguished 
benefactor to the poor of his country. 

Mr. John Wedgwood has been remarkable for energy 
in religious exercises, for success in his missionary 
operations and in bringing sinners to God. The ho- 
noured name of Wedgwood was not disgraced in the 
character of William Clowes' s mother. Her disposi- 
tion was amiable, her mind strong, and her morals 
unstained through Ufe. She was carefully educated in 
the doctrines and ceremonies of the Church of England ; 
but continued without a saving knowledge of religion 
until her son William, by his conversation, brought her 
to see the way of salvation by faith, and in prayer with 
him she found pardon through the blood of Christ. 

At an early period Mr. Clowes gave indications of 
superior physical and mental powers. At the age of 
ten years he was apprenticed to his uncle, Mr. Joseph 
Wedgwood, of Burslem. In this service he exhibited 
much aptitude^ and performed his stated tasks of labour 
with ease ; but the inclination of his mind to dissipation 
and youthful irregularities led him to neglect his work ; 
and to escape censure he deceived his uncle by false 
accounts relative to the quantity performed. After a 
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lapse of time, in which he revelled in sinful pleasures, 
he roused himself to attempt another branch of pottery 
manufacture. He accordingly left the service of his 
uncle, and engaged with Mr. Meir, of Burslem. In this 
new department his progress was rapid ; he was paid 
for extra labour, which increased his finances, and 
furnished the means of feeding his depraved passions. 
About half a century ago, especially in the populous 
districts of England, dancing was a favourite diversion ; 
and as the performance was generally in taverns, 
intemperance, and other forms of depravity, became 
linked with this popular amusement. 

Our friend possessing youth, and health, and agility, 
soon began to excel his associates in the iinscinating 
and mazy dance. In this magic circle he experienced 
often a delirium of enjoyment, especially when he bore 
off the prizes from his competitors, and was regarded as 
the first dancer of the day. About this period it was 
customary for his master to give a feast to his men at 
Martinmas, on commencing a fresh year of service. 
Dancing usually followed these feasts. His master and 
himself danced at one of these banquets ; and the 
master was so much astonished at his superior per- 
formance, that having some copper coin sounding in his 
pockets he cried, " Throw it out, throw it away ; I'll 
give you gold for it." 

Pride and vanity now inflated his heart to the full ; 
he aspired to be premier dancer in the kingdom, and 
gave a challenge to all England. 

Foot racing was also one of the Staffordshire sports 
at this period, which, to persons of his class and habits, 
had strong attractions, and in which he was often 
engaged. Betting wagers about the combatants, and 
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general gambling, were of coarse connected ; and as the 
passions of the heroes were frequently inflamed by 
excitement and strong drink, fighting usually termi- 
nated their sports. On one of these barbarous fighting 
occasions, in a battle after the English style of boxing, 
called the ** Ring," or the ** Fancy," Mr. C. was so 
beaten and bruised that he was carried off apparently 
dead, and a medical person was summoned to ascertain 
if life were not extinct. 

After Mr. Clowes's apprenticeship ended, which was 
about his twentieth year, his career of folly took a 
wider range, and exhibited a recklessness rarely 
equalled. 

A case or two will show this fully ; they are placed 
on record, not for the purpose of exciting a smile, but 
to show the depravity of the soul, and to exhibit the 
power of that grace, which can save the vilest of the 
vile. Whilst in the act of leading his youthful bride 
up to the altar, in the parish church of Newcastle, had 
not the doors been fastened, to keep out the crowd, he 
would have confirmed the old adage, that ''there is 
many a slip between the cup and the lip ; " his pledged 
partner he would have exposed to shame and derision 
by decamping at the moment when the nuptial tie was 
about to be fastened. 

But at this period of his strength and manhood, 
through a rough and rugged exterior, there were often 
apparent traces of generous kindliness in his nature ; 
as in a stormy and inclement sky there are frequently 
openings which exhibit beautiful bright blue ; but these 
traces were but few and far between. The prevailing 
features of his mind were dark and repulsive, strength- 
ened through evil associates, and communications which 
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corrupt good manners. And if peeyishness and irrita- 
tion were not frequently visible, there were often bursts 
of ungovemed passion. Being boarded at the house of 
his wife's mother, some matter occurred which gave 
him offence ; and sucli was his rage at the real or sup- 
posed injury, that he struck the wail of the house, 
immediately took his departure, and thus abandoned 
his home. 

He now proceeded to Warrington, where, with others 
of the same trade and liabits, he revelled until all his 
cash was expended. Shortly after, with his companions, 
he appears at the "Wakes," at Leek. There the 
ruffian band crowned their impieties by holding a mock 
prayer-meeting in the tavern ; but this extravagance of 
wickedness was so annoying to the otlier sinners present, 
that they were disgusted, and drove them into the 
street. Not discouraged by this rebuff, they straggled 
to the market-place, and there, under the open canopy 
of heaven, they engaged again in mock devotion to 
insult the Majesty of Heaven, and ridicule His service. 

Being suffered to conclude this daring scene of 
wickedness, and to riot in idleness and intemperance 
some days longer, the ungodly band dissolved them- 
selves, and parted company, being fairly worn out with 
exhaustion. 

And now Mr. C. passes another mile stone on the 
journey in the '' broad way that leadeth to destruction ; " 
being informed of a new pottery establishment at Hull 
in Yorkshire, he went to that town and was engaged at 
the pottery. Here his temporal prospects became 
highly flattering ; being an excellent workman, at some 
branches of his business, he could earn twenty shillings 
sterling per day. By diligence and ordinary economy 
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a little fortune might have been accumulated ; but his 
wasteful expenditure was so great, that debt and embar- 
rassment were the results. 

His gains now added fresh fiiel to his passions ; he 
.threw the reins upon their neck with a fiercer despera- 
tion ; as the exploits with the press-gang, and at the 
" Dog and Duck,'' gave sad evidence. 

It was the period of the French War; and the 
system of impressment for manning the navy was 
carried on by the Government of the day. 

The press-gang, as they were usually called, when 
visiting sea-ports for the purpose of capturing men, 
spread great consternation among sea-faring people and 
their families. Our hero, with others, took it into their 
heads, for the sake of a frolic, to personate the press- 
gang ; and to amuse themselves at the expense of the 
terrors of part of the inhabitants. They dressed them- 
selves accordingly — Mr. Clowes wore a coat and pants 
of the best surperfine, mounted with yellow buttons, 
after the pink of the fashion. They then hired a boat, 
crossed the Humber to Barton, and spread an alarm 
among the people ; several of the men decamped, and 
others secreted themselves. After a riot in the tavern, 
being assisted in the scene with two fiddlers, two horn- 
pipe dancers, and several singers, they returned to Hull 
the next day 

But it is not always that daring and wicked exploits 
succeed. Occasionally the actors have the same measure 
meted to them that they mete to others. Being at the 
"Dog and Duck'' one morning, Mr. Clowes was pro- 
voked to a quarrel. Some officers stationed there 
appeared diverted with the combat ; scarcely had the 
struggle ended, than the officers seized them, in order 



WILUAU CLOWE8. 9 

that they might be impressed, and sent on board a ship 
of war lying in the Ilumljer. They were then put into 
a kitchen until tbe press-gang should arrive. There 
was a window in the room, and just as Mr. Clowes was 
about to spring through it into the street, which, had he 
done, he would have been killed, they were seized by 
the police, and led away towards the '* Rendezvous." 
But in going down High-street our hero rushed from 
the police and ran up Grimsby-lane into the market- 
place, which was crowded with people. The police 
followed, crying, "Stop thief!" but he shouted, " It's 
only the press-gang; I've done nothing amiss." Some 
attempted to stop him, but others made way, and he 
finally distanced his pursuers. He took refuge at last 
in his master's store, into which the police followed him. 
He was then taken back to his former quarters, until 
other impressed men should accompany him to the war 
ship. But shortly his master arrived, and his pleadings, 
with those of the tavern keeper, induced the officers to 
release him. M'hen the officer ordered him to be 
liberated, he admonished him, among other cautions, 
never to be out of his house after nine o'clock in the 
evening. Mr. Clowes, in receiving this advice, thought 
within himself, that he would not only attend to that 
particular, but that he would be out of town before nine 
in the morning. Accordingly he decamped, leaving his 
debts uncancelled, and after a laborious journey on foot, 
appeared once more at his native place in Staffordshire. 
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CHAPTER III. 

HIS CONVERSION TO GOD AND ITS FRUITS. 

1805. 

It must not be supposed that during the godless course 
of Mr. Clowes he was without checks of conscience and 
powerful strivings of the Holy Spirit. Very often in 
the mid career of folly the arrow of conviction would 
pierce him to the very heart's core ; and, shaken like 
the forest oak, when struck by the electric fluid from 
the charged clouds, he made frequent efforts to escape 
to the city of refuge. At the age of ten, at a prayer- 
meeting conducted by Nancy Wood, specially for chil- 
dren, he was convinced of sin, especially of the sin of 
disobedience to his parents, and under the laceration of 
his feelings he frequently wept. In a revival of the 
work of God, which took place at Burslem, he was 
brought to feel the depravity of his nature, and the 
need of pardoning mercy. Had any of the believing 
people conversed with him when thus under conviction, 
and taken him by the hand, it is probable he would have 
been saved at this early period ; but this was not done ; 
the occasion glided away unimproved, and his gracious 
impressions, like ^* the morning cloud and the early 
dew," soon vanished. 

Being at a dancing party in the Town-hall of Burslem, 
and just about to commence the exhibition of folly, he 
was smitten on the floor of the room with such a vivid 
sense of his wretchedness and guilt, and there followed 
such an apprehension of the justice of God, and the 
probability of being suddenly hurled into the pit of 
destruction, that he left the place and hastened home. 
He began to pray for God to spare him, and promised 
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that he would devote himself to his sendee. How often 
is it the case, that those who distinguish themselves in 
the gay and corrupt circle of pleasure are supposed hy 
their companions and admirers to have attained the 
dimax of enjoyment, when, notwithstanding the spark- 
ling eye and the smiling countenance, there is torture 
within, — the scorpion having commenced his gnawings 
in the guilty soul! Colonel Gardiner, as related by 
Doddridge, had youth, health, affluent connections, and 
rank on his side, and appeared to enjoy the pleasures of 
sense with such delight, that his companions styled him, 
by way of compliment, " The happy rake." But was 
he happy ? Ah ! no ! he was the miserable rake ; for 
once seeing a dog passing, he uttered the exclamation, 
'* O that I were that dog ! " And Mr. Clowes, whilst 
struggling to bear up under the pressure of his soul, felt 
bis convictions so acute, that he sometimes withdrew to 
solitary places to ponder; and often wished he were 
a beast or a bird, that he might not be subject to such 
distress, nor be accountable to the tribunal of heaven. 

There are several points of resemblance between John 
Bnnyan, the author of the " Pilgrim's Progress," and 
William Clowes. In his ** Grace Abounding to the 
Chief of Sinners," Bunyan says, '* In cursing, swearing 
and blaspheming the name of God, so settled and rooted 
was I in these things, that they became a second nature 
to me, the which as I have also with soberness consi- 
dered since, did so offend the Lord, that even in my 
childhood he did scare and affright me with fearful 
dreams, and did terrify me with fearful visions. For 
often after I had spent this and the other day in sin, I 
have in my bed been greatly afflicted while asleep with 
the apprehension of devils and wicked spirits, who stilly 
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as I then thought, laboured to draw me away witl:^ 
them, of which I never could be rid." So in the es^- 
perience of Mr. Clowes, his perturbation in dreams ha^ 
been such, that starting up he has supposed his room 
was filled with devils and damned souls ; and, bathed 
in perspiration, he has sighed for the light of day, that 
he might have recourse to strong drink to drown his 
convictions. This reminds us of the passage in the 
book of Job, which relates the discipline of God 
with men for the salvation of their souls : " For 
God speaketh once, yea twice, yet man perceiveth 
it not. In a dream, in a vision of the night, when 
deep sleep falleth upon man, in slumberings upon the 
bed, then he openeth the ears of men, and sealeth 
their instruction ; that he may withdraw man from his 
purpose, and hide pride from man.'* 

An abandoned woman once reproved Bunyan for 
swearing, telling him that he would make his com- 
panions as bad as himself ; and Mr, Clowes, after a 
volley of blasphemy, was so horrified with distress, that 
he inquired of one of his companions if he had such 
feelings as himself after cursing: but his companion 
exposed his inquiry to the company present ; and with 
a horrid oath asked him if he were going to turn 
Methodist ? 

Mr. C. now commenced several abortive attempts 
at reformation, forming resolutions of amendment, and 
practising the formality of taking oaths to strengthen 
his determinations ; but these efforts were unavaihng, 
and his endeavours failed. 

One of his principal reasons for entering the marriage 
state was, that it might help him to detach himself 
from his companions, and enable him to lead an im- 
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prored life. He also attemptcrd to leave off excessive 
drinking, and limited himself to half a pint of beer per 
daj. At last, however, a circumstance occurred which 
gave a deeper character to his feelings, and greatly 
aided him to enter upon another course of life. 

Taking up a Prayer-hook, the following passage 
arrested his attention, " Thev that eat and drink the 
Lord's Supper unworthily eat and drink their own dam- 
nation." " Wicked as I was," he said, " I shall never 
do that thing." He supposed this was the unpardon- 
able sin — the sin asainst the Holv Ghost, that could 
not be forgiven. The Sabbath following this occur- 
rence a neighbour called upon him, and asked him if 
he would accompany him to Burslem to a preaching 
service. It does not appear that Mr. Clowes was much 
in the habit of attending such services; however, he 
consented to go, reflecting that it would be dark in the 
evening, and that he would not be much noticed. When 
the preaching service terminated, it was announced, that 
a love-feast would take place. His companion asked 
him if he should like to stay at the love-feast ; but Mr. 
Clowes professed ignorance of such meetings. The man, 
however, told him if he would stay, he would go home, 
and Mr. Clowes should have the ticket of admission 
which he had borrowed of his mother-in-law. 

Accordingly instructed by his companion, he got 
admittance into the love-feast by stratagem. When he 
saw bread and water carried round, he instantly remem- 
bered the passage in the Prayer-book, respecting the 
Sacrament, about eating and drinking unworthily. He 
now thought, if he partook with the rest he should seal 
his doom beyond the reach of mercy. After a heavy 
struggle of mind whether to partake or not, as he 
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conceived it to be a sacramental occasion, he at last 
yielded to do so, praying and trembling under the im- 
pression that if he again sinned he would be lost to all 
eternity. 

From this moment a mighty resolve filled his soul ; 
he became conscious of a Divine energy working in his 
mind ; he determined to give up all besetting sins, to 
renounce his evil associates, and attend reUgious meet- 
ings. On his return home from the love-feast, he 
unbosomed his feelings and fresh views to his wife, 
who said nothing to discourage him, knowing full well 
that she would not suffer by a change of conduct in her 
husband. The next morning he went to a prayer- 
meeting at seven o'clock. The meeting was what he 
termed ** noisy," but the power of God was present to 
heal. Our beloved friend pleaded with God for the sal- 
vation of his soul ; he felt he was a lost and helpless 
sinner; he had an intense feeling of want, and an 
anxious desire for the mercy of God in Christ Jesus ; 
he felt he was exposed to the damnation of hell ; his 
pleadings were in earnest, and his fellow-worshippers 
were equally in earnest, pleading the blood of the Lord 
Jesus Christ ; and their prayers prevailed, the power of 
God descended on the praying band of earnest and 
believing supplicants ; faith took hold of God ; towards 
the end of the meeting his cry for deliverance became 
more vehement, and panting for present salvation, our 
dear friend felt power to roll his soul on the great atone- 
ment. He then felt the fetters of sin dissolving, and a 
great change being wrought in the inner man. Relating 
the process of the change he underwent, he says, ** I 
thought within myself, "What is this ? This is what 
Methodists mean by being converted ; yes, this is 
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it ! God is converting my soul. In an agony of wrestling 
prayer I believed God would save me — ^then I believed 
he w<ts saving me — then I believed he had saved 
me — and it was so I I did not praise God aloud 
at the moment of my deliverance ; but I was fully per- 
suaded, that God had wrought the glorious work, that 
I was pardoned, justified by faith, and had peace vrith 
Grod through Jesus Christ. Accordingly, when the 
meeting ended, some one asked me how I was going on. 
I instantly replied, ' God has pardoned all my sins/ 
All the people then immediately fell on their knees, and 
returned thanks to God for my great deliverance." Thus 
sorrow and distress which had continued for a long 
dark night, passed away, and joy came in the mommg— 
** a morning without clouds, like the clear shining after 
ram. 

Dr. Cheever, in delineating the spiritual deliverance 
of Bunyan, has the following lively figure, which is 
equally descriptive of the subject of this memoir : " You 
follow with intense interest the movements of his soul. 
Tou seem to see a lonely bark driving across the ocean 
in a hurricane. By the flashes of the lightning you can 
just discern her through the darkness, plunging and 
labouring fearfully in the midnight tempest, and you 
think that all is lost ; but then again you behold her in 
the quiet sunshine ; the moon and stars looking down 
upon her, as the wind breathes softly ; or in a fresh or 
favourable gale she flees across the fleeting waters. Now, 
it is clouds and hail, and rattling thunder, storms 
coming down as sudden almost as lightning, and now 
Again her white sails glitter in heaven's light like an 
albatross in the spotless horizon. The last glimpse 
you catch of her, she is gloriously entering the harbour. 
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the haven of eternal rest. Yea, you see her like a star, 
that in the morning of eternity flies into the light of 
heaven. Can there be anything more interesting than 
thus to follow the perilous course of an immortal soul 
from danger to safety, from suffering to blessedness, 
from the city of destruction to the city of God?" 

The remarkable conversion of our beloved friend — 
which rejoiced the faithful, enhanced the joys of 
angels, and linked itself with the happiness and des- 
tinies of thousands — occurred on the morning of January 
20th, 1805, after the subject of it had lived " according 
to the course of this world " for a period of twenty-four 
years, nine months, and eight days. 

Commencing now, as it were, a new existence, the 
life of Mr. Clowes was marked with equally striking 
incidents as before his conversion to God, but of a na- 
ture widely different. The peace of God filled his soul. 
Freed from the enslaved vassalage of sin, he enjoyed the 
blessedness of " the perfect law of liberty." His pro- 
gress in intellectual and spiritual improvement was 
accelerated by untiring industry, the study of the Holy 
Scriptures, acts of piety, and believing, earnest prayer. 
He had the most satisfactory evidence of his acceptance 
with God ; and was *' filled with joy unspeakable and 
full of glory." But his new principles were soon to be 
tested by severe combats and fiery temptations. The 
powers of darkness quickly perceived in him a powerful 
opponent to their sway, and upon him their artillery 
was turned. But strong in faith, supported by the en- 
couragement of his new associates, and the uplifted 
countenance of his God, he received the fire of hell 
unhurt. He had cast off the works of darkness, and 
had put on the armour of Hght ; and he stood forth 
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from the beginning of his spiritual warfare among the 
sacramental hosts of God's elect in the van of the con- 
flict. His various dangers, combats, and victories he 
has recorded in his journals, with all the interest and 
simplicity of truth and soberness. The following cases 
may be selected as illustrative of the nature of those 
temptations and trials that assailed him immediately 
after the conversion of his soul. At the class-meeting 
of Mr. James Steel, the first he ever attended, a strong 
Satanic suggestion perplexed and threw him into such 
mental depression and physical disorder, that he was 
told he appeared the ** image of a corpse." This matter 
arose from a remark which a member of the class had 
made relative to persons deceiving themselves on the 
matter of their conversion. It was applied to his mind 
by the accuser, that he was deceived, and that he had 
deceived others by declaring he was converted, as he 
was not. He acquainted Mr. Steel with the temptation 
which oppressed him. Mr. Steel told him, it was an 
old tale of the Devil's ; and gave him encouragement to 
persevere in watchfulness and prayer, and our friend was 
delivered. When his faith in God prevailed, and the 
cloud rolled away, he became for a while intensely 
happy ; the light of heaven continued to fall gloriously 
on his Believing soul. But on an occasion afterwards, 
whilst at his employment, he was strongly tempted with 
spiritual pride; his mind became so buffeted by hell 
with this impure excitement, that even his bodily 
strength wasted. He could not take his necessary food, 
nor continue his daily labour. In these circumstances 
he made preparations to quit his work and retire to his 
home ; but an additional difficulty presented itself. He 
had promised, within a limited period, to do a e^xX^ax^ 

e 
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quantity of work, and he felt his promise binding on his 
conscience ; and however some might trifle with a 
promise, and permit a small matter to prevent them 
redeeming a solemn pledge, he felt it behoved him to 
act consistently. Looking to God by faith, that simple 
trust that he now began to realize as all-powerful in 
trial, he recommenced his work, and was enabled to 
fulfil his duty to his employer, according to promise. 

At the period of Mr. Clowes' s conversion, he was in a 
volunteer company, of which his master was the cap- 
tain. He therefore soon began to apprehend that he 
should be exposed to danger and drawn into sin by the 
conversation and example of the persons with whom 
he was thus connected, and that in giving up military 
exercises he would have more time to employ in religious 
labours. He therefore gave notice to his master to 
withdraw from the ** company.'* His master, in much 
excitement, sent for him ; and the following colloquy 
took place : " What a sanctified look you have. I hear 
you have turned Methodist ?"—" Yes, Sir." *' How 
long will that last ? "~" To the end. Sir." " How can 
you tell that ? " — ** Because none ever trusted in the 
Lord, and were confounded." The master then went on 
to threaten him with loss of employment, unless he 
altered his determination; but Mr. Clowes continued 
respectful and firm, and afterwards had recourse to the 
mercy-seat in prevailing faith and prayer, being certain 
that if discharged by his master, his heavenly Father 
would care for him. The result was, the master began 
to compel all the rest of his men to enter the volunteer 
corps ; but our friend was left untroubled and un- 
annoyed on the subject. 

Another important question which pressed itself upon 
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the attention of Mr. Clowes, when he became a Christ- 
ian professor, was that of ** restitution." He remem- 
bered that in his unconverted course of hfe he had con- 
tracted debts in Hull, and those debts had never been 
paid. The question now was, could he prosper in reli- 
gion and continue in the favour of a just and holy God, 
and allow those liabilities to remain 7 It might be said, 
those debts were of old standing, — that the creditors 
had, doubtless, given them up as " bad debts,"— that it 
.would be hard to pav debts incurred in reckless thought- 
lessness, — that the crediting parties had no business to 
permit persons, such as he was then, to get so far " into 
their books," — that it would be a difficult thing for a 
working-man to abridge himself of the necessary com- 
forts he required to pay off old debts of such a nature, 
which were now, in all probability, forgotten by the 
individuals concerned, etc. But without suffering these 
specious considerations to influence his mind, or allow- 
ing the important subject to escape from his recollec- 
tion, he proceeded at once to action, by relieving his 
conscience and honouring his profession by remitting 
the sums due to the respective parties ; and in his letters 
he told them that the reason of his doing this was, that 
God had saved his soul. This Christian and honour- 
able proceeding had a beneficial effect afterwards, when 
in the providence of God he again made his appearance 
in Hull, not as the dissipated Staffordshire potter, but 
as an enlightened Christian, and a devoted missionary of 
the cross of Christ. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

HIS ACTIVE LABOURS AND FAITH IN GOD. 

1806. 

Our venerable father, in his converted state, soon 
apprehended the force and meaning of the Apostolic 
injunction, "Let all things be done decently and in 
order ;" and the following, from a number of resolu- 
tions, will show that system and regularity were forth- 
with to direct his domestic and public operations : 

" 1 . To labour in my calling from six in the morning 
to six in the evening, to have sufficient time to serve 
God, and attend to every duty in proper course. 

"2. To open my dwelling-house for religious meetings. 

"3. To pray for God's blessing when assembled at 
meals. 

4. To pray before leaving home, and on returning. 

5. To pray at mealtime, in a retired place, if unable 
to get home. 

" 6. That all who visit my house, including beggars, 
shall be prayed with. 

" 7. That every prudent opportunity shall be embraced 
to warn and reprove my sinful neighbours." 

The prayer-meetings mentioned in the second regula- 
tion were found to be times of " refreshing from the 
presence of the Lord ;" many sinners were soon con- 
verted thereat, and the meetings crowded to overflowing. 
Speaking of the observance of the fourth regulation, he 
says, "At one time I came home very wet with rain, 
and was inclined to omit my practice, on account of the 
danger of taking cold. However, I broke through the 
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temptation ; and whilst kneeling in my room, a heavenly 
flame burned so mightily in my soul, that I arose and 
praised God aloud." Some of the neighbours, hearing 
the noise, came in, and put certain questions to him, to 
ascertain if he was capable of giving rational replies, as 
they conceived he was beside himself. Being aware, 
however, that these persons were strangers to God, 
although they had the reputation of being *' knowing 
ones," he closed the door, and desired them to kneel 
down and pray. Several of them then made their 
escape ; but one, at least, at that time received such im- 
pressions as terminated in his conversion. In carrying 
out the sixth rule, he often found that when beggars 
were invited into his house, they were generally pleased ; 
but when exhorted to kneel at prayer before their case 
was to be gone into, it was often curious to see the 
dismay they exhibited. Some would refuse to kneel for 
prayers, and others would suddenly decamp, without 
either alms or prayers. Many of those wanderers, 
however, under the petitions offered to God on their 
behalf, trembled, wept, and believed. 

Other persons visited the abode of our friend, as 
anxious inquirers respecting the way of salvation, and 
frequently found under his roof the blessings they 
sought, and were enabled to rejoice in possession of the 
Pearl of great price. As prayer was to be offered in the 
case of all visitors, the results were soon manifest ; those 
who did not love prayer, but preferred to ** gossip," and 
retail the news of the day, soon ceased their visits ; but 
those who loved the throne of grace, and to talk of the 
things of God, were glad of coming to his house. But 
the last regulation required, in most instances, no ordi- 
nary fortitude, energy, and decision. In. c«xt^\sv:^ '-^ 
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out, he sometimes went forth and reasoned on " righ- 
teousness and judgment/' with the butchers, bakers, 
barbers, tavern-keepers, and others, who carried on 
their transactions on the Lord's day. His conduct in 
these proceedings often subjected him to heavy reproach, 
and he was regarded as a meddling fanatic. Some 
thought his new-born zeal would soon die out, and that 
as he had been a noted fellow at the " wakes," or parish 
feasts, that when the next should arrive, he would fall 
into his old course. His downfall at the next approach- 
ing wake became so much the topic of conversation in 
the neighbourhood, that bettings and wagers were made 
on the event. But he resolved to look to God in the 
evil day, and claim His gracious promises, knowing if he 
served God continually, he would deliver him ; and as 
the wakes had been to him seasons of banqueting and 
dissipation, he resolved, in the name of the Lord, they 
should forthwith be occasions of fasting and prayer. 
Accordingly, when the wake arrived, he gave directions 
to his wife, secluded himself from all observation, and 
spent two days in fasting, prayer, and self-examination, 
and in the evenings attending the public prayer-meetings. 
The enjoyment he experienced in these devout exer- 
cises far surpassed all that he had ever felt before in the 
days of carnal mirth and folly. He was not only kept 
from falling, but received a deeper baptism of the 
Spirit. Filled with celestial energy, and beholding with 
such vividness the sinful and lost condition of the 
unconverted around him, he sometimes felt constrained 
to address them in the "lanes and streets of the city." 
Frequently his soul felt such heavenly enjoyment that 
he praised God aloud. On one occasion a woman, who 
had formed the dreadful resolution to drown herself, 
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was, near midnight, approaching the waterside for this 
purpose, when hearing our friend so loudly praising 
God, was thereby diverted from her suicidal purpose. 
She said to herself, "What a miserable and wicked 
wretch am I, and what a happy man is he who sings 
and praises God yonder," and wisely abandoned her 
intentions to hurry herself into eternity. Notwith- 
standing the daily labour of our friend, his exertions 
on the Sabbath and on week evenings, and his frequent 
extra efforts, he felt strong in body, as well as happy in 
soul. His " peace flowed like a river, and his righte- 
ousness like the waves of the sea.'* He was rooted 
and grounded in Christ, resting his soul by faith on the 
great atonement ; every storm of trial and temptation 
appeared to give him additional firmness and stability. 
He and the devoted band of pious friends with whom 
his soul took sweet counsel, and with whom he laboured 
in delightful harmony, were truly happy. Their expe- 
rience was often sung in the powerful and appropriate 
stanzas of the poet : 

*' How happy then are we, 

Who build, O Lord, on thee ! 
What can our foundation shock ? 

Though the shatter' d earth remove, 
Stands our city on a Rock, 

On the Rock of heavenly love." 

In consequence of the increasing attendance of 
persons at the house of Mr. Clowes, he resolved to 
take a larger residence in order to accommodate them. 
" An old woman," he observes, " hearing this, came 
to my house on a Sabbath morning, and knocked. 
On opening the door, she addressed me relative to my 
leaving the house, and said, ' I suppose you intend to 
leave this house ; perhaps I shall have an opportunity 
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to take it.' I invited her to step in. My friend, 
Daniel Shubotham, was with me at the time. I then 
said to the woman, * Let us kneel and pray.' At this 
she appeared astonished. We, however kneeled, and 
I told the Lord that the woman had broken the 
Sabbath, and that the Devil had sent her to tempt me 
to do the same ; and whilst I prayed that God would 
take hold of her, arrest, enlighten, and save her soul, 
my friend Daniel heartily responded. At the close of 
the praying we arose, and she seemed more than ever 
astonished. I earnestly exhorted her to look to Jesus 
for the salvation of her soul, and requested her to come 
on Monday morning, and I would tell her all about the 
house. I never, however, saw her afterwards." 

As reference is made to Daniel Shubotham, whose 
name will frequently appear in the subsequent pages, 
it may be observed that Mr. Clowes first became 
acquainted with this devoted and pious praying labourer, 
at a remarkable love-feast, held at Harrisea-head, on 
January 27th, 1805. On the occasion before referred to 
Daniel Shubotham had come to Mr. Clowes' s house, at 
Tun stall, for the purpose of prayer and spiritual con- 
versation. He related the progress of the work of 
God at Harrisea-head, — stated that many of the 
praying labourers were strong in faith, — and the praying 
exercises were powerful ; but that in one matter some 
degree of inconvenience was felt, namely, that he could 
not get the meetings concluded early enough in the 
evenings ; but he said he had told the people that they 
should have on some Sunday a day's praying on Mow- 
hill, and then thev would be satisfied. 

About this period also, Mr. Clowes received a 
message from Daniel Shubotham to go up to Harrisea- 
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head, to engage iu a work of faith and prayer. This 
work was in reference to Jenny Hall. She wa8 one of 
the members of Daniel Shubotham's class, and a 
valiant soul for God, until she fell into evil reasonings, 
and gave way to the suggestions of the Devil, by which 
she lost her confidence and sank into despair. She 
would occasionally curse and swear, and throw herself 
into the most violent paroxysms. It was often very 
dangerous to be in the house with her, and her husband 
once narrowly escaped with his life. Her conversation 
was a compound of blasphemy and uncleanness. It was 
found necessary to restrain her by force, and sometimes 
to bind her to the bed with chains. In order to her 
deliverance, Daniel Shubotham, Thomas Cotton, William 
Summerfield, and William Clowes, engaged in a special 
praying service; but they did not succeed in that. 
They therefore appointed a second meeting, and en- 
gaged additional beheving labourers, who had strong 
faith in Grod. Four praying persons specially entered 
into this particular case ; they went up on a Saturday 
evening in order to engage in the conflict next day. 
The parties in the neighbourhood had brought the 
woman home to be present during the praying service ; 
but before the praying men arrived she had given them 
the slip ; however, in the morning they found her 
wandering in the fields. When she saw the praying 
people, she cried out to Daniel Shubotham, " It's no 
use Dan, the Devil will fetch me away before morning.'* 
Daniel replied, " The Devil is a liar, Jenny ! you told 
me that before, and you are here still. We have come 
to pray for you, and we will have you delivered from 
the powers of darkness, in the name of the Lord." 
The valiant band entered into the conflict — the struggle 
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was dreadful, but their united faith took hold on God, 
and the power descended in a mighty stream ; the 
woman, as they proceeded in wrestling, agonizing 
prayer, became agitated, — her body was singularly 
conTulsed, as if some internal force was rending her to 
pieces ; her face was nearly black ; her throat rattled ; 
she foamed at the mouth, and appeared as if she would 
be suffocated. The praying souls, however, continued 
pleading with the Almighty, until some of them were 
nearly exhausted. To obtain a little relief, Mr. Clowes 
threw oif his coat, bound up his head with a handker- 
chief, and with his companions continued to maintain 
the conflict. Faith began to increase mightily ; they 
felt as if the heavens were rending and God had come 
down into the midst. Then one of the praying men 
began in a loud voice to adjure the Devil in the name of 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, to come out of the 
woman. Immediately there was a sudden alteration ; 
deliverance came, and she exclaimed, "Glory!*' The 
praying victors shouted, "Glory!" along with her, 
with such united power, that the noise was heard afar 
off. In a short period after this manifestation of the 
power of faith, Mr. Clowes went up to Harrisea-head 
to know how Jenny Hall was going on. Daniel 
Shubotham told him she stood her ground well, and 
that although the powers of darkness had made repeated 
assaults upon her, she was generally happy in God. 
Mr. Clowes observes on this brand so mercifully plucked 
from the fire : " Whenever I happened to meet Jenny 
Hall, if even in the market-place, she would seize me 
by the hand, heave it up as high as she could, and 
bring it down again, and cry aloud with strong 
symptoms of excitement^ " Billy, how you prayed 
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for me ; I shall never forget it ! glory, glory ! " About 
eighteen years after her remarkable deliverance, Mr. 
Clowes saw her for the last time, and she told him she 
had never since lost her confidence, and still enjoyed 
the light of God's countenance. 

Among the visitors that came to Mr. Clowes' s house 
for the purpose of religious conversation, was Mr. 
Hugh Bourne. Mr. Clowes observes, " Our conversa- 
tions principally turned upon faith, and the nature of 
a present, free, and full salvation. I thought Hugh 
Bourne was a singular man, for on his visits he never 
would accept of any refreshment, nor tarry all night, 
notwithstanding our conversations were occasionally pro- 
tracted to a late period, and he had a distance of three 
miles to walk home, on a road by no means a good one." 

The discussions with friends on the doctrine of 
Christian holiness, and encouragements given to anxious 
inquirers from time to time by Mr. Clowes, were 
exceedingly interesting, and made his humble abode 
like the " house of God, and the gate of heaven." 

Whilst at his employ one day a man called, and 
wished him to retire home with him, as he was so dis- 
tressed on account of being a sinner that hfe was a bur- 
den. Straightway our friend accompanied him. As they 
proceeded along the road, Mr. Clowes pointed the trem- 
bling penitent to Jesus, directing him to believe "just 
now " for pardoning mercy. They turned off the road 
into a field, and upon their knees they cried to God for 
dehverance. The man was immediately set at liberty, 
and was filled with peace and joy in believing. 

Another person, who had been formerly his work- 
fellow, as well as a wicked associate at Hull, having 
settled in Liverpool, was convinced of his lost condition 
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as a sinner. The man asked his master for permission 
to visit Staffordshire. The master inquired his object. 
He told him he wanted his soul saving. The master 
told him he could not spare him for so long a period as 
the journey would take; besides, he thought he could 
get what he wanted without going so far abroad for it — 
that there was a good chapel and good preaching close 
at hand. The man replied that he knew all that, but 
he had tried all the means at home without success ; 
but if he went into Staffordshire, and saw Mr. Clowes, 
he believed he should obtain hberty. The master, seeing 
there was no alternative, at last consented. Accordingly 
the man commenced his journey, and reached Knutsford 
the first day. Before retiring to rest in the tavern, he 
prayed for mercy, and God immediately set his soul at 
perfect liberty. " Here,** says Mr. Clowes, " God 
showed him that the work did not depend on an arm 
of flesh ; hut he that believeth shall have life.** 

" It was about this time also," observes Mr. Clowes, 
" that several of us at Tunstall consulted together how 
we might more effectually carry on the prayer-meetings, 
in order to accomplish the grand object of our anxious 
desire, — the conversion of sinners to God. We agreed 
that the person who should first address the throne of 
grace, should believe for the particular hlessing prayed 
for, and that all the other praying labourers should 
respond. Amen, and exercise faith also; and if the 
blessing prayed for was not granted at once, still to 
persevew in pleading until it was bestowed. We con- 
ceived we were authorized by the Holy Scriptures to 
pray and believe for certain hlessings, and to expect to 
receive them in this way ; but that it could not answer 
any useful purpose to pray for a hundred blessings, and 



WILLIAM CLOWES. 29 

go away without any. Thus Jacob, when he wrestled 
with the angel, persevered until the breaking of the 
day ; and his believing, imconquered importunity was 
successful, Gren. xxxii. 28. The Canaanitish woman 
cried after our Lord in behalf of her daughter ; but the 
Lord answered her not at first ; yet she cried again and 
again, until Jesus said, ' O woman ! great is thy faith ; 
be it unto thee even as thou wilt,' Matt. xv. 28. And 
again, the two bhnd men who sat by the way side 
begging, cried to Jesus as he passed, 'Have mercy 
upon us, O Lord, thou Son of David.' And Jesus 
stood still, and called them, and said, < What will ye 
that I should do unto you V They say unto him, * Lord, 
that our eyes may be opened.' So Jesus had com- 
passion on them, and touched their eyes, and imme- 
diately their eyes received sight, and they followed him, 
Matt. XX. 30—34. 

" We thus ascertained that our ground was clear; that 
whatsoever we asked the Father in the name of Christ, 
he would do. And we began to see immediate good 
done in the house of the Lord. Seldom a meeting took 
place but souls were saved, and believers sanctified; 
and prayer-meetings were multiplied throughout the 
neighbourhood." i 



CHAPTER V. 

HIS OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS IN THE CHURCH OF GOD. 

1806. 

As our beloved friend had now acquired considerable 
experience in the things of God, and in powerful 
temptations had gained victories over the world, the flesh, 
and the Devil, — had given proof of the grace that was in 
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him ; and being, as the Apostle says, "apt to teach," it 
appeared clear that to elevate him to an official position 
would be acceptable to the church, and beneficial to the 
world. Accordingly, the superintendent minister pressed 
him to accept the leadership of the class at Kidsgrove ; to 
which measure our friend finally consented. Kidsgrove 
is a village about two miles from Tunstall, at which there 
is a large colliery : to attend this class weekly, and, 
especially in the winter season, in dark and stormy 
weather, was an engagement that no motive but the love 
of souls could have induced a working man to undertake. 
Half a century ago, the population of England, both in 
the manufacturing, mining, and rural districts, was 
very low in the scale of morals and intelligence com- 
pared with what it is at present. Sabbath'-schools, 
mechanics' institutions, temperance formations, village 
open-air preaching, etc., have accomplished great results 
among the people : but at the period of Mr. Clowes' s 
appointment to lead a class, ignorance, which is always 
the parent of superstition, had a strong grasp on the 
masses; and the notions and traditions of haunted 
houses and places where vdtches, wizards, and ghosts 
inhabited or wandered, especially at certain times, were 
firmly maintained. Many artful impostors, bearing the 
title of " vfise men" or " wise women," then, as they do 
now in America in the case of the spiritual "rappings," 
took advantage of the credulity of the people, and drew 
from them frequently some of their hard-earned money. 
The writer, in his extensive intercourse among the people 
of England and America, has often been astonished at 
the cases of delusion and folly he has witnessed. 

In a lonely part of the road near r^i^grove, which 
was skirted by a wood^ tradition had long reported as a 
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" sure and certain " fact, that a ghost wandered. It was 
called the Kidsgrove Boggott. On Mr. Clowes going to 
his class-meeting he had to pass the haunted domains 
of the ghost, and occasionally, in a gloomy evening, he ad- 
mits a little " nervous feeling " crept upon him ; but, like 
a schoolboy crossing the churchyard, " whistling aloud 
to keep his courage up,'* our zealous class-leader laboured 
to arm himself with courage by lifting up his heart to 
God in prayer, which made him as " bold as a lion." 

The class at Kidsgrove abundantly prospered, and 
many of the roughest colliers were brought to God, and 
became elevated in the scale of society. Persons with 
any range of observation and knowledge of the past must 
admit that Methodism in its different sections has ac- 
complished great things among the mining population of 
Newcastle, Kingswood, Cornwall, Staffordshire, etc. 

Previous to Methodist itinerant preaching, these 
masses were mostly abandoned to hopeless ignorance and 
semi-barbarism, and multitudes descended to their graves 
unblessed with a knowledge of Gospel truth. 

As proof of the barbarism of the times, and the im- 
bruted condition of the neighbourhood of Kidsgrove, the 
religious services were sometimes disturbed by lawless 
violence. " One evening," says Mr. Clowes, " a num- 
ber of half- intoxicated persons entered the meeting; and 
as the house was filled with people, I scarcely knew 
what to do. At last I formed the resolution to address 
both saint and sinner; and then let the members relate 
their experience or otherwise, as they might feel at 
liberty or not. I then commenced to address the un- 
godly.throng, and some of them were so smitten with 
terror and alarm that they rushed out of the house, 
saying that they should have fallen into hell if they had 
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remained, and affirming that they would take care not 
to go to William Clowes*s class again. One of the 
party was so shaken with terror that he fell like a 
slaughtered ox, and lay quietly under the seats until the 
meeting closed." 

Many from the surrounding neighbourhoods visited 
the Kidsgrove class-meeting, and were saved ; and those 
in their turn spread the knowledge of salvation by the 
remission of sins in other localities. Thus the word of 
the Lord " ran and was glorified." 

It may be necessary now to take notice of another 
movement in which Mr. Clowes was concerned, and which 
prepared the way for him to be more extensively em- 
ployed in the church of God. In his house a meeting 
was established for mental improvement, and for discuss- 
ing theological subjects, by the local preachers in his 
neighbourhood. The course pursued was to begin with 
singing and prayer, and to appoint a president and a 
secretary. A written original piece was then produced 
by a member of the meeting, on some topic in divinity. 
A text of Scripture was announced by the president, on 
which each one gave his opinion. Then followed a free 
discussion, the sense of the meeting was taken, and re- 
corded in a book kept for the purpose ; prayer was then 
again offered, and the proceedings closed. This meeting 
was very profitable, and was kept up for several years ; 
much intellectual improvement was gained by the mem- 
bers generally. In this "Theological Institution" several 
preachers were trained for more enlarged spheres of use- 
fulness, for several were called into the regular ministry. 

Although Mr. Clowes was not a local preacher at this 
period, yet the meetings being held in his house he was 
considered a member of it ; and it occasionally happened, 
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that on the Satarday evening some one of the local 
preachers would, in an urgent case, engage him to take 
his appointment; but when he went out to these appoint- 
ments he did not venture to take a text, but gave an 
exhortation, in which exercise God greatly blessed his 
soul, and opened before him a new line of usefulness. 
No candid and pious man could look on the above 
weekly meeting, and reflect on its objects, without 
admiration. A few working men, after the toils of the 
week, assembled to instruct each other, that they might 
with greater effect instruct the congregations they had 
to address on the following day, about the things relat- 
ing to their eternal peace. They felt that religious 
knowledge was power, and it was their earnest desire to 
acquire it, in order that they might employ it for the 
highest good of their fellow-men. And it will not be 
denied that Scriptural knowledge, in connection with deep 
personal holiness, is of vast importance in relation to the 
ministry. If young men in the ministerial oflice have 
no plan of study, have no regular course of reading to 
qualify themselves for public instructors, nor have any 
connection with institutions established for such purposes, 
but suffer the buoyant season of youth to glide away 
without improvement, filling up leisure time with mere 
desultory reading, culling and stringing extracts, and 
committing them to memory, to be ^ o^ in pubUc ; 
though they pass among superficial people as "great 
preachers," they will, as they advance to middle age, 
exhibit very meagre resources, and in old age their 
poverty of mind and feeble performances will excite pity 
and contempt. The growing inteUigence of the age, 
both in Britain and the Colonies, requires a holy and 
intellectual ministry, of a much higher standard than 
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was requisite in the early days of Mr. Clowes ; and all 
who direct the operations of Denominations in the present 
day, ought to ponder this matter well. On the other 
hand, for a large number of young men to be associated 
in a college f 07' years, with an ultimate view of saving souls 
from sin and hell, to be absorbed with classical and 
mathematical speculations, inducing soft and sedentary 
habits incompatible with the active and laborious character 
of a working ministry, is, in our judgment, erroneous. 
The majority of students, we submit, should go imme- 
diately into the studies necessarily required, and com- 
mence active exertions speedily, in order to save souls 
perishing for lack of Divine knowledge; and the few who 
have special aptitude for the task might acquire a 
knowledge of the original tongues and the higher 
branches of literature, in order that they might, if neces* 
sary, defend our translations, and the outworks of our 
common Christianity. 

The next step which Mr. Clowes commenced in the 
right direction was, with his coadjutors, to suppress 
Sabbath desecration. Earnest Christians, who feel a 
love for souls, and an ardent desire for the diffusion of 
religion, will ever strive to promote the sanctification of 
the Lord's day. It is obvious to such Christians, that 
unless the Sabbath be kept holy, the ministry of the 
Gospel will be limited and feeble, and Christianity itself 
give place to infidelity and superstition. At this period, 
Sabbath-breaking, in the Staffordshire potteries, by the 
formal and lukewarm, as well as by the godless and 
profane, was exceedingly prevalent. To prevent the 
spreading of these polluted waves, which threatened 
more general inundation, Mr. Clowes and his companions 
laboured to rear a breakwater. An association was 
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therefore formed, which met weekly; the superintendent 
minister of the circuit and the neighhouring magistrate 
were hrought to sympathize with the movement, and the 
following Resolutions were drawn up, and practical effect 
given to them hy a coyrse of energetic action : 

1. "That we should use reasoning and expostulation, 
m the first instance, and not proceed to summon parties 
hefore a magistrate, if milder measures would avail. 

2. " That we should print an abstract of the law on 
Sabbath-breaking, with the several penalties which dif- 
ferent offenders incurred ; also the proclamation against 
vice and immorality ; Ukewise a sermon by Mr. Wesley on 
the same subject, from Psalm xciv. 16 ; and, lastly, the 
Rev. D. Simpson's ' Address to the Mayor and Magis- 
trates of Macclesfield, and every Lover of the Country.* 

3. " That a number of friends should be selected, 
who possessed faith and courage, to proceed through 
the streets and lanes every Sabbath morning and 
evening ; enter the taverns and other places of resort, 
and bring in a report to the meeting. 

4. '' That sivbscriptions should be raised and paid to 
a treasurer, to sustain the prosecutions which it might be 
necessary to conduct ; but the money received on account 
of the informations, where the parties were convicted, 
should be given to the poor to be expended in bread. 

5. ** That the meetings of the association should begin 
and end with prayer ; and that special prayer should be 
offered for the magistrate who might be appUed to, that 
he might be firm in his duty, that the country might be 
roused to see the enormity of Sabbath-breaking ; and 
that as Christians we might no longer sit still and suffer 
sin upon our neighbour." 

The association continued for some time 1^ '^^'^ 
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prosperously, several convictions took place, and the 
fines were given to the poor. A partial reformation of 
the Sabbath was effected ; but in this case, as in others 
of a similar character, it was found that those that 
stand forth as reformers of public abuses, and devote 
their time and money to benefit the public, have to 
encounter obloquy and are often thwarted in their bene- 
volent designs. As this effort was principally local and 
Methodistic in its character, and as the principal ofiicial 
in the Burslem circuit .was a wine-merchant, and 
supplied the taverns, he was reminded by his customers 
that unless he exerted himself to stop the career of the 
Sabbath reformers, they should cease to do business 
vdth him. The circuit official then consulted with the 
superintendent minister, and a meeting was summoned 
to stay proceedings. The reformers were told that 
their conduct gave general dissatisfaction ; that if they 
proceeded any further they should be expelled from 
the Methodist Society, and the superintendent struck 
the last blow by denouncing the association in the 
public congregation. 

As the expenses were occasionally heavy in carrying 
on the operations, the labours considerable, and, above 
all, the members threatened with excommunication, the 
Sabbath-breakers being joined by the rulers of the 
church against the association, it became paralysed, and 
at last expired. 

But as troubles often come in troops, so the *' Revival 
men'' had another trial with relation to the prayer-meet- 
ings which had been established in Mr. Smith's house at 
Tunstall. Some parties tried to persuade the old 
gentleman that such loud praying was inconsistent, and 
ought to be put down* Accordingly it was decided to 
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put an end to the grievance complained of at once, and 
"the following regulations,'^ says Mr. Clowes, "were 
drawn up to govern the meetings forthwith. 

1. " That we should lift up our voices in prayer no 
louder than was just necessary for the people present to 
hear. 

2. " That we should not say in prayer, ' My Grod,' 
hut ' Our Ood,' because he is the God of us all. 

3. " That we should not say in our prayers, ' Send 
fire ! Send fire 1 ' etc. 

4. "That we should not petition God more than 
three times for any particular blessing, whether we 
received it or not, because it was ' vain repetition.' ** 

In addition to the above regulations, Mr. Smith had 
a movable pulpit made, which he desired should be 
occupied by the praying men in their turn, so that all 
irregularity, as he conceived, might be prevented. Mr. 
Clowes, referring to the first meetings at which the new 
i^egulations were to be observed, and the superfine 
pulpit used for pra3dng in, which had been originally a 
chest of drawers, says, " Mr. Smith called upon James 
Nixon, and gave him instructions how to proceed, 
charging him to keep the regulations ; James stood up 
to object, but I thought we cannot afford to lose time 
in this way. Mr. Smith then said to me, ' Then do 
you come and observe these things.' I then stepped 
forward and gave out a hymn, in which all joined in 
singing. I then kneeled and prayed ; the first expression 
I used was, * Lord, bind the devil,' which I repeated 
many times. The praying people responded, and faith 
in God was exercised, and a shout of glory followed. 
Mr. Smith throughout this proceeding never uttered a 
word ; the pulpit stood empty, and the praying peoi^le 
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greatly prospering, it required considerable tact and 
judgment to render the meetings profitable and interest- 
ing, and to conclude them in proper time. The follow- 
ing observations are worthy of being pondered by all 
who sustain the important office of class-leader in a 
Methodist body : "In leading my classes I used to 
get from six to ten to pray a minute or two each, and 
thus to get the whole into the exercise of faith ; then I 
found it a very easy matter to lead thirty or forty mem- 
bers in an hour and a quarter ; for I found that leading 
did not consist so much in talking to the members, as 
in getting into faith, and bringing down the cloud of 
God's glory, that the people might be truly blessed, as 
well as instructed in Divine things." 

In the early and palmy days of Mr. Clowes, his 
appointments in the Church of God became numerous, 
and we could scarcely conceive how a laborious operative 
could attend to them all ; but it must be borne in mind 
that he had an ardent temperament, was of active habits, 
and was favoured with good health. He also carried 
system into all his plans, and by redeeming the time and 
being filled with the Spirit, he accomplished at this 
period a vast amount of disinterested labour. To his 
other engagements he now connected that of a col- 
porteur, or distributor of Bibles and tracts. 

Those noble and magnificent Institutions, the Bible 
and Tract Societies, had been for some time established, 
and their success had gladdened all who felt a desire for 
the highest welfare of man. The former Society, formed 
in 1804, has distributed twenty-five millions of copies 
of the Holy Scriptures, which have been translated 
into languages and dialects to the number of one hun- 
dred and forty-seven ; and as the Bible contains the 
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religion of Protestants, the full and complete doctrines 
of Christianity, our zealous friend felt that every human 
heing in the world should have a copy, and read in his 
own tongue the wonderful works of God. He therefore 
engaged with others to raise contrihutions, and purchase 
Bihles and religious books, and to distribute them ex- 
tensively. In this work they were governed by defi- 
nite regulations. They went out in couples, delivered 
and exchanged the books, conversed with the people 
about their knowledge of God and His word, and prayed 
where practicable. It was understood that all invita- 
tions to eat and drink should be refused, and that the 
entire labour should be gratuitous. In this fresh 
enterprise, Mr. Clowes had for his colleague Mr. James 
Nixon, a holy and devoted man, who rendered eminent 
service to the Primitive Methodist Connexion. Mr. 
Clowes and he loved each other like David and Jona- 
than ; they had similar tastes and views on general 
subjects, and especially in the great doctrine of a 
present, full, and free salvation. In the work of Bible 
distribution, they co-operated in delightful harmony. 
In travelling their district, they came to the knowledge 
of many instances of ignorance and stupidity ; but their 
labours were blessed by the Most High ; they saw the 
grace of God and were glad. 

At Lawton Heath much good was done ; a desire for 
salvation was excited, and many were desirous to ** fiee 
from the wrath to come." Our two friends, therefore, 
formed a class-meeting, and got regular preaching 
established in the face of much rude and brutal oppo- 
sition. One brother in preaching was annoyed by a 
son of Belial, who came into the service with a pot of 
beer, which he handed to the preacher, requesting him to 
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drink. " Take it to thy brother Dives in hell," said 
the preacher, " and ask him to drink with thee, for he 
cannot there get a drop of water to cool his tongue/' 
So rude and outrageous were the sinners around, and so 
insensible were they to the motives and feelings that 
induced these good men to visit them, that they would 
sometimes attempt to throw them on the floor whilst 
kneeling in prayer for their salvation. 

Our friends, calling at the house of an old man and 
stating their object, he asked them the following ques- 
tion : " What, are you Methodists ? but I am'a Church- 
man." " That is not material," said one of the visitors ; 
" the great matter is to get right with God." The old 
man rephed, "Christ has to die again." "No," it 
was observed, " he died once, but he dieth no more." 
The party did not long continue the conversation, but 
kneeled down, prayed, and lefl a suitable book. Another 
person they found working in his potato-field on the 
Sabbath, and they prayed with him, and the tract they 
gave him convinced him of his lost condition ; he sought 
the Lord, and was converted from his evil ways. In 
another dwelling-house, while our friends were convers- 
ing with the mistress about turning to God, the husband 
rushed forward and tore the books from their hands, 
and dashed them to the ground. It was, however, 
probably his first and last action of this sort, for shortly 
after, through falling from a house, he became a cripple. 
At another house, on the Sabbath, the visitors found the 
inmates engaged in selling. They proposed prayer ; one 
resisted and the other yielded, and here Sunday trading 
was given up. At another place, whilst they talked on 
the necessity of being converted, a woman declared she 
had never sinned in her life. One of the visitors 
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replied, ** that it was a great mercy she was out c 
hell, having such a wicked and deceitful heart.'* She wa 
offended, hut afterwards felt the force of the truth uttered^ 
and she earnestly sought the Lord,' and found him to the 
joy of her soul. Mr. Nixon, once visiting alone, spoke to 
the officer at the salt-works, on his own experience of the 
things of God ; the power of God accompanied the ward 
to the heart of the officer, and he turned to God, opened 
his house for preaching ; a congregation was collected, a 
mission station established, large classes raised, and two 
new chapels built, one of which Mr. Clowes opened 
before he finally quitted that part of his Lord's vineyard. 

In narrating the opposition and success on this part 
of the field, which was ready for the harvest, Mr. 
Clowes observes : " My brother Nixon and I counted 
the cost ; we were prepared for cold indifference, as well 
as active opposition ; and as we proceeded onwards, we 
felt happy in our work of faith and labour of love ; and 
when weary and hungry, we sometimes sat down under 
a hedge, and took refreshment, having brought some 
from our homes in our pockets ; in the meantime, 
praising God with thankful hearts, nature, gay and 
beautiful, smiling around us, and the feathered songsters 
warbling their wild notes in the balmy breezes. When 
we returned home at night, often exhausted, after hay- 
ing walked many miles, we felt an indescribable plea- 
sure in our bosoms, arising from a consciousness of the 
approbation of heaven on our labours, and on the suc- 
cess with which the Lord often visibly crowned them.*' 

Whilst Mr. Clowes was making excursions into 
Cheshire, etc., in book distributing and taking appoint- 
ments for the local preachers, to which reference has 
already been made, he was informed of a meeting held 
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in the forest of Delamere, at the house of the venerable 
James Crawfoot, who had a great reputation for hoUness, 
and for being acquainted with the deep things of God. 

Mr. Clowes, who panted for a larger measure of 
holiness, felt a particular desire to visit that meeting ; 
and an individual promised to accompany iiim thither. 
On their arrival on a Saturday evening, at a lonely part 
of the forest, the meeting had just commenced, and it 
was well attended. The venerable man began the 
service by reading some passages of the Holy Scrip- 
tures ; singing and prayer followed ; he then gave an in- 
vitation to any person present to speak on the things of 
God, who might feel at liberty to do so. A respectable 
person, the wife of a farmer, then arose and gave an 
exhortation, which was attended with a powerful unction 
from Heaven. Other prayers and exhortations followed, 
and truly it was good to be there. Some of the people, 
before departing, took a little refreshment ; and at two 
o'clock in the morning, Mr. Clowes reached home with 
ia 'firm and steadfast determination to obtain more of that 
holiness of heart which arms the soul for enterprise in 
all that relates to the highest welfare of man, and the 
glory of the most high God. Mr. Clowes now received 
a visit from his friend Mr. Hugh Bourne, to whom he 
detailed the particulars of his late visit to the religious 
service on the forest of Delamere. Mr. Bourne ex- 
pressed a strong desire to go to this forest meeting. 
Mr. Clowes intimated that when he should decide to go 
he would accompany him thither. Thus we see both 
these servants of God were burning with intense desire 
for more internal purity, and God was leading them by 
a way they knew not, to be distinguished instruments 
in influencing the religious destinies of their country. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

HIS LABOURS IN CONNECTION WITH THE FIRST CAMP-MGET- 

ING ON MOW (cop) HILL. 

1807-8. 

In the fourth chapter of these Memoirs there is an 
account of Daniel Shuhotham and William Clowes con* 
versing ahout the glorious revival of religion that was 
advancing in the district, and respecting a Sunday's 
praying on Mow Hill. It does not, however, appear 
that these zealous friends of God and men fixed on any 
particular Sabbath, or made any arrangements for the 
day's praying. But the coming of Lorenzo Dow from 
America into the Stafibrdshire Potteries, who gave strik- 
ing details of the American camp-meetings, appears to 
have accelerated the holding of this meeting in the form 
of a camp-meeting. Mr. Hugh Bourne, who was greatly 
interested in the mission of Lorenzo Dow, and who was 
fully in the work of the revival, was induced with others 
to fix the period definitely when this Sunday's praying 
on Mow Hill should take place, which had become the 
subject of desire and discussion. Lorenzo Dow's labours 
at this juncture had a powerful effect upon the revival 
which was progressing ; his characteristic representa- 
tions of American Methodism, and the success of open- 
air services, corroborated by the accounts which ap- 
peared in the Methodist Magazines, roused the men of 
soul and enterprise to expect " greater things" than they 
had yet seen, and to adopt fresh measures to secure 
them. 

It appears that Lorenzo Dow was an extraordinary 
personage. Dr. Dowling, of New York, who has lately 
pubHshed a new edition of his works, says : ** He was 
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a remarkable indiyidual. One month he would be 
heard of labouring for the good of souls in his New 
England home ; the next braving the frosts and snows 
of a Canadian winter ; the next on his way to Ireland or 
England, in the prosecution of some benevolent enter- 
prise* Pftle, sallow, and somewhat consumptive in his 
appearance* dressed in the plainest attire, with his 
single-breasted coat ; and in his latter years wearing a 
long, flowing, patriarchal beard, his whole appearance 
was such as to awaken a high degree of interest and 
curiosity." It appears, from the Journals of Lorenzo 
Dow, that he sailed for England on Sunday, November 
10th, 1805. He gives an account of waiting on Dr. 
Adam Clarke, Dr. Coke, and others, and details his 
travels in Lancashire, Staffordshire, etc. Mr. Clowes 
gives the following account of this singular man : "A 
very remarkable individual made his appearance in this 
country, of the name of Lorenzo Dow, who preached 
and spoke on the American camp - meetings. He 
preached in the Methodist chapel at Burslem, at four 
o^clock in the afternoon, and I went to hear him. His 
manner was remarkably singular, but his preaching was 
uncommonly pointed. Before he concluded the service, 
he brought the people into covenant, by a show of 
hands, to meet him at the throne of grace twice a day* 
to pray for a revival of religion. When the meeting 
was over, he went down to the house of Mr. Summer- 
fields, a local preacher, to get a little refreshment. 
Along with some others I went down also to have some 
conversation with him ; but there was little opportunity, 
as he had to preach at seven o'clock at Tunstall, and 
then to start off for Congleton, a distance of about nine 
miles. As he had to preach at Congleton the next 
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morning at five, and again at nine o'clock, I went to 
hear him. I walked the whole distance, and arrived in 
time for the service at ^ye o'clock. In his sermon he 
told us an anecdote, which was very affecting ; and 
addressed a woman who sat in the gallery of the chapel, 
warning her and exhorting her to do her duty, and to 
be faithful in the discharge of it. At the preaching 
at nine o'clock, I observed brothers H. and J. Bourne, 
and they purchased some traets of the preacher when 
he had concluded." 

It appears from the works of Lorenzo Dow, that he 
made a second>oyage to England in 1818, and in his 
Journal he details the circumstances of the Sunday's 
praying on Mow Hill, or the first camp-meeting held at 
that place. May 3 1st, 1807, in his quaint and peculiar 
style: "Visited the Potteries in Staffordshire. Here 
I found a new sect of people, known by the name of 
Primitive Methodists, as they called themselves. Their 
origin appears to have been something in the following 
order in miniature. When I was in this country before, 
a meeting on ' Mow Hill ' had been talked about ; and 
I was drawn to speak particularly on the origin, pro- 
gress, and consequences of camp-meetings in America. 
This affected the minds of the people, who were in the 
spirit of a revival, and from a combination of antecedent 
circumstances, they now resolved to spend a whole 
Sabbath day in prayer together for an outpouring of 
the Spirit of God, which they had agitated, but could 
not bring it to bear until now ; when the day being ap- 
pointed to meet, should the weather prove favourable to 
the design, and a signal be given from the Hill, a sheet 
or flag, hoisted on a long pole, which might be seen in 
the surrounding country. The morning was threatening. 
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but the flag was hoisted; and preachers from remote 
parts assembled, who did not belong to them, but came 
in a kind of providential way. The old preachers had 
opposed the meeting, and strove to prevent it from 
taking place* However, such was the effeet produced, 
that another was agitated and resolved upon." 

As this was the first open-air meeting hdd in 
England to which the term Camp-meeting was appHed, 
and which was most important in its bearings on the life 
of Mr. Clowes, and in relation to the origin of the 
Primitive Methodist Connexion, it may be][necessary to 
give the details which Mr. Clowes has furnished : 

'^Circumstances of a peculiar character following each 
other, accompanied with a powerful spirit of enterprise 
and zeal, it was fully determined to have a camp- 
meeting on Mow Hill. It was accordingly given out to 
be held on Sunday, May 31st, 1807, to commence at 
six o'clock in the morning if the weather proved favour- 
able; but if it should be unfavourable, no camp- 
meeting was to be expected. On the Saturday evening 
prior to the intended camp-meeting, I went up to the 
house of my friend Daniel Shubotham, and slept there 
all night, in order that I might be ready for the camp- 
meeting next morning. The morning was unfavourable ; 
it was rainy, which had the effect of detaining several 
who were expected to be the jprincipal supporters of the 
meeting; but when the day became fine, they made 
their appearance. On my arrival at the Hill, about six 
o'clock A.M., I found a small group of people assembled 
under a wall, singing. I immediately joined them, and 
several of us engaged in prayer ; when we had con- 
cluded the singing and praying services, Mr. Peter 
Bradbum preached a sermon, and an individual from 
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Macclesfield followed with another. The people now 
began to be strongly affected, and we began another 
praying service. During the progress of these laboors 
the people kept increasing in large numbers ; but as 
they came from Tarious places to the Hill, many were 
at a loss to know to what point they should make. At 
last a person of the name of Taylor, from Tunstall, 
suggested that a flag, or something of that kind, should 
be hoisted as a guide to direct the coming multitudes 
where the religious services were going on ; he himself 
having wandered over a large space of ground that 
morning to no purpose, for want of knowing where 
the meeting was held. Accordingly Mr. Edward 
Anderson, from Kilham, Yorkshire, unfurled a hand- 
kerchief on a long pole, in a conspicuous and elevated 
position, which became the centre of attraction. It was 
about this time that I stood up on the stand to address 
the people ; I began my address by giving a statement 
of my Christian experience, and an explanation of the 
motives which had induced me to attend the meeting ; 
then I followed with an exhortation for all immediately 
to look to the Lord by faith for a present salvation, and 
whilst I was warning sinners to flee from the wrath to 
come, a man from Burslem, named Jones, from among 
the crowd, cried out, * That's right, Clowes, clear thy 
blood of them.' " 

During this period of the meeting, the unction 
of the Holy Spirit of God rose with great power, and 
several persons appeared in distress ; and the praying 
labourers engaged most zealously in pleading with the 
mourners. But this movement in the meeting did not 
stay the word of exhortation ; it rather gave it greater 
energy and effect. Accordingly, a second stand was 
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fixed, and a person from Ireland gave an exhortation ; 
the substance of it was, that it was necessary we should 
praise God for our privileges as English Christians, and 
to use them to the glory of Grod, to pity and pray 
for the poor and spiritually degraded Irish. After this 
individual had concluded, Mr. Edward Anderson read a 
part of his life and experience, which was written in 
verse, interspersed with sentences of exhortation. As 
the people still kept increasing, it was resolved to fix a 
third stand, and in the afternoon a fourth was erected, 
and all were occupied with preachers, preaching at the 
same time. The day was now very fine, and the crowds 
of people immensely large. The first day's praying 
on Mow Hill presented at this period a most magnificent 
and sublime spectacle. Four preachers, simultaneously 
crying to sinners to fiee from the wrath to come; 
thousands listening, afi^ected with ' thoughts that 
breathed and words that burned,' — many in deep 
distress^ and others pleading with heaven in their 
behalf; some praising Grod aloud for the great things 
which were brought to pass; whilst others were re- 
joicing in the testimony which they had received, that 
their sins, which were many, had been all forgiven. 

" The camp-meeting continued full of glory and con- 
verting power. About four o'clock, p.m., the numbers of 
people were prodigiously large ; but after that time many 
began to move ofl^ the ground and to retire homewards, yet 
the power of the Most High continued with undiminished 
force and effect until the very last. Towards the con- 
clusion the services were principally carried on by pray- 
ing companies ; and at the close, which took place 
about half-past eight o'clock in the evening, several 
souls were set at liberty and found peace in Jesus. 

E 
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"At the tcrmiiifttioa of thk memonUe day I tit 
ezcessiTelT exhausted, as I had laboured from the 

m 

morning until eight in the erening with Tnj little 
cessation ; bat the gloir that filled mj sool oo that day 
fiir exceeds ro j powers of desciiptioo to explain. Much 
of the good wrought at thb great meeting remains, 
but the full amount of that good, etemitj alone will 
derelop to the mjrriads of the angdic and sainted 
inhabitants who will eTerlastinglj laud the Eternal 
Majesty on account of the Sunday's praying on Mow 
HiU." 

It was announced at the aboTC meeting, that another 
camp-meeting would be held on the same ground on the 
19th of July, and followed by another at Norton on the 
23rd of August. The objects which the ReTiTalists 
had in view in following up these meetings were ; 1st. 
To effect the conyersion of sinners, many of whom 
were wicked in an extraordinary degree. Our friends 
therefore believed that extraordinary efforts were re- 
quired to save them. 2nd. To preserve professors of 
religion from being drawn into sin by the force of 
peculiar temptations, arising from the wakes or annual 
parish feasts held in the country, at which much riot 
and sensuality prevailed. 

Wakes and feasts were instituted to commemorate the 
erection of parish churches; and the people of the 
parish invited their distant friends to join them in cele- 
brating the goodness of God in erecting among them a 
house for hb worship. Not only was the Sunday 
sacredly employed, but the Monday also was devoted to 
pious exercises. The greater part of Monday night 
they kept themselves awake (hence the word wake) in 
singing and prayer ; but these wakes and feasts, in the 
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course of time, were desecrated to unholy and sinful 
purposes ; thoughtless people kept awake in rioting and 
drunkenness^ in chamhering and wantonnesss, in strife 
and envying. The wakes had therefore an annual 
demoralizing influence on the inhabitants of Staffordshire, 
and to hold a camp-meeting at the same period, in order 
to counteract their effects, was a noble thought, who- 
ever conceived it ; and in carrying it out, one might 
have supposed that the Christian philanthropists and 
Christian ministers in the neighbourhood, irrespective of 
name and party, would have given it countenance, 
if they had not co-operated in a measure so directly 
scriptural and likely to arouse the masses of ignorant and 
careless sinners to the concerns of their eternal salvation. 

Mr. Hugh Bourne, who perceived in the camp- 
meetings, the broad and striking characteristics of 
original Methodism, became from the first prominent in 
these powerful open-air services. His rigid piety, per- 
severing energy, and quenchless ardour for the salvation 
of his fellow-men, gave him weight and authority. 
The public, in any movement that arises, quickly ac- 
knowledge the sway of a master mind that springs up 
from among themselves, and follow where he leads the 
way. 

Mr. Hugh Bourne, immediately after the first camp- 
meeting, drew up an account of it, including the 
arrangements that were to be observed at the anticipated 
meeting fixed for the 19th of July. Previously to 
printing the pamphlet, he submitted it, for the purpose 
of approval and sanction, to Mr. Clowes and the 
Harrisea-head friends. These proceedings of Mr. H. 
Bourne and his brethren were, however, immediately 
met by counter efforts on the part of the Wesleyan 

E 2 
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ministers of the Burslem and Macclesfield circuitSy who 
issued printed notices against the camp - meetings. 
This opposition, however, had no effect in preventiDg 
the meetings from heing held; it tended rather to 
stimulate curiosity, and fix the public attention with 
greater earnest dcss on the new movements. 

The second camp-meeting accordingly took place, and 
its arrangements resembled the meetings held in America, 
as there were tents erected, refreshments provided, and 
the services continued for three days. Mr. Clowes 
observes on this meeting, *' that the influence that ac- 
companied the word was great, and many souls were con- 
verted to God. I laboured but little at this meeting ; 
but I felt equally iiUerested in its success, and defended 
it with all my might against all its- opponents." 
Hitherto the opposition against these open-air services 
had been limited and insignificant ; but now the highest 
court of Methodism in Britain recorded its solemn 
verdict against them. In the same year, the following 
question was asked, " What is the opinion of the Con- 
ference concerning what are called camp-meetings ; " to 
which the following answer was given: — "It is our 
judgment, that even supposing such meetings to be 
allowable in America, they are highly improper in 
England, and likely to be productive of considerable 
mischief, and we disclaim connection with them." — 
Methodist Magazine^ 1807, page 432. 

Mr. Hugh Bourne, as we have already intimated, 
was a prime mover in the camp- meetings, and had 
already employed the press in their favour. He had 
been a member of the Wesleyan body about nine years, 
a chapel trustee and an occasional preacher from 1801, 
but was never an authorized one. He, however, was the 
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fir^t that felt the rigour of the New Conference law on 
camp- meetings. It appears, that when not occupied 
with the affairs of his professional calling, he took oc- 
casional excursions to henefit his fellow men in religious 
things. On June 18th, 1808, believing it to be the 
will of God, he set out upon a religious excursion into 
Cheshire and Lancashire. Returning home on the 23rd, 
an extraordinary impression came upon his mind, that 
he should be put out of the Wesleyan Society, As he 
was a trustee in the society, he thought such a proceed- 
ing would be unlikely, and strove to put away the im- 
pression ; but as it returned with force, and he struggled 
against it, he was deprived of peace and comfort. Soon 
after he yielded to the impression, which was followed 
with unspeakable joy. After labouring at Kingsley on 
the 26th of June, he reached home on the 27th, and 
learned on the 28th that he was put out of society. 
His impression, therefore, was correct ; for on the day 
previous, June 27th, the Burslem quarterly meeting 
"cut him off from church-fellowship." On July 8th 
Mr. Bourne was at Tunstall ; and the following dialogue 
took place between him and Mr. James Nixon on the 
matter of his expulsion. 

Bourne. — "I ought to have had an opportunity to 
answer for myself." 

Niaon. — " You should endeavour to come in again." 

5.— "I have left it to the Lord." 

i\r. — " You will have more privileges." 

B. — " As it is, I shall have the privilege of doing the 
Lord's will." 

iV^.— " If that is done, you will be a happy man ; 

nevertheless, I think you ought to talk with about 

it, to prevent him from acting hastily another time." 
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Whether Mr. H. Boame adopted this adyke, we 
know not ; the remainder of the conversation related to 
the deep things of Grod. 

On Julj l/th, 1808, Messrs. H. and J. Boome and 
others held another camp-meeting npon Mow(cop)-hill, 
imd on Sept. 4th, the same year, the first Ramsor camp^ 
meeting took place. Messrs. Bourne and Clowes, ¥rith 
several of the Harrisea-head friends, attended; the 
meeting was principally carried on by praying exercises ; 
a powerful unction accompanied them, and several con* 
versions were the result. A second camp-meeting was 
held at Ramsor, Oct. 9th, at which the same parties 
were present. It was at this meeting that Mr. Clowes 
first began to speak from a text of Scripture ; all his 
former addresses had been in the form of exhortations, 
but now he felt moved to speak from I John v. 12, 
" He that hath the Son hath Ufe." 

About this time Mr. Clowes paid another visit to 
James Crawfoot, to whom reference has been alreadj 
made. In conversation, the old man remarked that as 
it had pleased God to take away his wife, it was his 
desire to be altogether devoted to the Lord's work, if it 
should be the will of the great Head of the Church, 
that such a course should be taken. God bad already 
given him fruit of his ministry in his limited sphere ; 
but he felt desirous to labour more at large, and he ex- 
pressed bis happiness in being closely united in heart 
with Messrs. H. Bourne and Clowes in the work of 
soul-saving. On Mr. Clowes coming in company with 
Mr. Bourne, the former related the above particulars ; 
and Mr. Bourne intimated, that as he had a little spare 
money, he felt disposed to employ James Crawfoot for 
a quarter, to extend his labours in destitute places in 
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converting sinners. Accordingly^ Messrs. Bourne and 
Clowes went down to the residence of James Crawfoot, 
and brought him to Bemersley, to the house of Mr. 
James Bourne. 

The following arrangement was then made by the 
parties in question, and we beg the reader's attention to 
its simplicity and Gk)d-like purpose : 

On Nov. 17th, 1809, Hugh and James Bourne agreed 
to pay to James Orawfoot ten shillings a week, for three 
months, to labour in God's vineyard ; and what money 
he might receive as donations from friends, should be 
paid over to Hugh and James Bourne, to make the 
matter easier for them, and, further, that the souls that 
might be saved should be advised to join any Christian 
church to which they might be most attached. Accord- 
ingly the missionary commenced his labours on the basis 
of this agreement, and God set his broad seal of approba-* 
tion upon it. Mr. Clowes, also, at this period only 
having half secular employment, occasionally joined the 
missionary, and Grod abundantly prospered their labours 
in the surrounding country. Proceeding as far as 
Warrington, the Lord made them useful in the conversion 
of Mrs. Richardson, who being a West Indian proprie- 
tor, and owner of slaves, she took immediate steps to 
emancipate them. How is it that thousands of pro- 
fessing Christians, flourishing under the striped and 
starred banner, whose boasted union is founded upon 
the axiom, *' All men are bom free and equal," do not 
follow such an example ? 
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at 
to cnc^ Krvieoi* far ks Criad Mr. 
If. fif/vntt bad ben rii i riWd tvit ibortir after tbe 
nM9fS!tiof» bad been dcoommd ; and wbecber Mr. Clowes 
bad naitM mrwmnoit^ar remoBsmnflcs, or bad been 
aflfi«tiMiatdy adriscd to dueootiniie bis attCBdance and 
jffmerfttl aid, tbere is no evidence to show. We bave 
M«n that be was connected witb tbe camp-meeting from 
tbeir origin in 1807. Hngb Boome was expelled Jane 
^8tb, \H(fb ; and shortlj after the second Bamsor camp- 
rricetf ngf Oct. dth, the same jear, Mr. Clowes preached 
his trial sermon, hj order of the soperintendent in 
Tunstall, and was approved. His name appeared on 
the printed plan in connection with appointments in the 
cireuttf which he pnnctually fulfilled; and when at 
libertjr he oo-operated with the open-air moTements. 
But, some time in 1810, he appears to have encountered 
the displeasure of his ministerial superiors, for being 
** righteous orermuch/' for making larger exertions than 
they thought necessarj to save sinners from the misery 
of sin and the wrath to come, or in a way of which they 
did not approve. — " About this time/' he observes, 
" much uneasiness be^an to show itself among certain 
parties in the Burslem circuit, on account of the camp- 
ui0eth)gi| and xny attending them ; accordingly at the 
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Jane quarterly meeting of 1810, my name was omitted 
on the preachers' plan." This proceeding appears to 
have excited the astonishment of the people of all 
parties, it being so unconstitutional and intolerant. No 
charge had been preferred, nor notice of the trial given, 
and the summary proceeding being viewed in connection 
with a man so remarkable for purity of character and 
disinterested usefulness, caused a sympathy to be ex- 
pressed in trumpet tones both far and wide. Invita- 
tions to preach poured upon him ^m all sides; he 
accepted one, and preached in the New Connexion 
chapel, but declined an invitation to join that Body, 
stating that he could do nothing in that matter so soon, 
but would wait and lay his case before the Lord, that 
he -might direct his «teps. 

At the September visitation of the classes his ticket 
of membership was also withheld, which, according to 
Methodist discipline, implies expulsion. The following 
is the relation of that affair : '' When Mr. A. the tra- 
velling preacher, came to preach at Eadsgrove, and 
renew -the tickets, as the dass-leader, I gave him my 
class-paper to call over the names as usual, but in caUing 
over the names he passed over mine, which stood first, 
and called ov^ the rest in order. In speaking to the 
people, he rebuked them for their liveliness in worship- 
ping and praising God« remarking that he supposed they 
acted as they had been taught. The next evening the 
same minister who had just come into the cvcuit 
preached at Tunstall, and afterwards summoned a leaders' 
meeting. I ventured to remain in my official character ; 
and inquired what I had done amiss, that my ticket had 
been withheld, and my name lefib off the preachers' plan, 
for no charge had been officially brought against me. 
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I VM then told tiiac mj mme was left off the pkn, 
bccanse I Mt t mAtd cuBp-meetii^s, eontrur to Metho- 
dist duoptioe; and that I coold not be a prencfaer or 
leader among them, onkss J promiaed not to attend sodi 
meetinga anj more. I told the meetii^ that I wmild 
promise to attend eoay mppamhmemt on the fdan idudi 
sboold be assigned me, to attend M the ordinances of 
the chofch ; bot to promise not to attend anj more 
eamp-meetings, I eonld not eonscientiooslj do, fos 
God had greatlj blessed me in these meetings, idudi 
were ealenlated for great nsefnlness ; and mj motiTe for 
assisting in them was simplj to gkmfV God and bring 
sinners to the knowledge of *'the tmth as it is in Jeans." 
I was then told that I was no longer with them ; that 
the matter was settled. I therefore immediately ddi- 
rered up mj class-papers to the meeting, and conse- 
qnentlj was expelled from mj spiritual home : 

'' Of my Eden dispossessed. 

The world was all before me where to choose 
My place of rest, and Providence my guide." 

The Tenerable Lorenzo Dow in his Journal, remark- 
ing on this expulsion, says : 

** The old preachers gare a local preacher his choice, 
'—to give up field-meetings or go out of society. So he 
was dismissed, then a second, then a third. The last, 
howerer, produced a different effect from what the old 
preachers intended ; for as he had been a grog bruiser, 
and a debtor for spirits at tippling-houses, many had de- 
spaired of ever getting their money. But after he became 
religionSi he also became industrious and sober, temperate 
and justi which enabled him to pay off his old debts » 
and he thus gained the confidence of the people. And 
as he had two classes committed to his care^ these could 
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not forsake him when put out of society, wherefore they 
were put out also — hence they were driven to become a 
prey." 

The Rev. George Lamb, in his *' Memorial of Wilham 
Clowes," on the official acts in question, observes : 
'* Thus the professed followers of the venerable Wesley, 
the great field preacher^ expelled from their commu- 
nion a humble man of God for preaching the gospel in 
the open-air, without the sanction of the instituted 
authorities of the circuit, though by these erratic efforts 
a number of the vilest sinners had been converted from 
darkness to light; 'from the power of Satan to the 
service of the living God.' Wesley saw there was a 
danger of open-air worship being given up, and there- 
fore solemnly enjoined his people to attend to it, not 
only in new places, but in old established circuits. 
* The greatest hindrance,' says he, * to open-air preaching, 
you are to expect from rich and cowardly, or lazy Me- 
thodists. But regard them not; neither stewards, 
leaders, nor people. Whenever the weather will permit, 
go out, in God's name, into the most public places, and 
call all to repent and believe the gospel.' This advice 
Mr. Clowes followed, and he was cast out from his 
spiritual home. Though he felt it deeply, he did not 
resist nor try to make a division in the Society, but 
laid his sorrows before the mercy seat in earnest and 
believing prayer, and obtained a blessed assurance that 
the Lord would guide him in the right way ; and though 
ignorant of what he should be called to, he rested his 
soul by faith on the promise and providence of God. 
Many deeply sympathized with him in his distress, for 
he was highly respected for his simple piety and extra- 
ordinary usefulness." 
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The ReT. J. Bywater remarks : ** His expulsion from 
society, with his moral eharacCer miblemished, and there 
being such striking and numerous proofs of his useful- 
ness, excited the sympadij of his neighbours and 
friends, and brought upon himself great exercise of 
mind. The souls that had been previously committed 
to his care by the church, sought counsel of him as to 
the course they should pursue in future. He felt the 
difficulty in advising them, and was afraid lest, through 
improper counsel, they should stray from the fold of 
Christ, and become the prey of him ' who goeth about 
like a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour.' Be- 
sides, he was anxious to know what steps he should 
take in reference to himself. This was to him an im- 
portant crisis. Early after his converaon he had 
sought the fellowship of the church, and from that 
time to his expulsion, he had highly valued it as a 
Christian privilege. To be deprived of it was to him a 
sore affliction. He gave himself to the reading and 
study of the word of €rod and to prayer. His soul was 
greatly enlarged, he panted for the salvation of his 
fellow men ; and when doors of usefulness were opened 
before him, he entered without delay, and preached the 
common salvation, the Lord confirming his word with 
8%ns followmg."—PrimiiiveMeiAodkt Mogasine, 1853, 
|N^ 68. 

Mr. Clowes, in relation to this eventful period of his 
lustoiy, has recorded his views as foUows: *'When 
it became known that I vras removed from the Society, 
and the reasons which led to such a result, a general 
feeling of indignation, astonishment, and sympathy, was 
aqmssed. The proceeding was seen at once, by candid 
and ccmsiderate people, to be of a harsh and inconsistent 
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character ; for the church to which these rulers belonged 
had itself sprung into existence through the irregular 
and zealous efforts of its founder, John Wesley, who 
departed strangely from the order and discipline of the 
church of which he was a member, in preaching in the 
open air to thousands of people in different parts of the 
United Kingdom. For these noble exertions in labour- 
ing to save soulft from sin and hell, departing from what 
was in his day called ' order,' he was treated with un- 
mitigated censure and opposition ; and because I imi- 
tated the heroic example of Wesley, by assisting in open- 
air labours, preaching the gospel to thousands on certain 
occasions, and which open-air meetings the people were 
pleased to designate camp-meetings, I experienced a 
similar fate,, and vraa driyen from the bosom of the 
church." 

Among *the number that felt intense sympathy in this 
case, was the venerable John Smith of Tunstall, who 
immediately offered the large kitchen of his dwelling- 
house for a preachingrplace, and Mr. Clowes and others 
occupied it occasionally on a Friday evening. Many 
will have to bless God taall eternity for this<; for on 
many occasions, long remembered, that house became 
the " house of God and gate of Heaven." 

A few days after Mr. C.'s expulsion, a portion of 
the members of his two classes, that at Kidsgrove 
and that at Tunstall> came to his house, and mani- 
fested great trouble on account of the treatment of 
their leader. They asked him what was to be done 
with them. He told them that he was considered no 
longer a member, leader, or preacher, in the Society — 
that they would have to choose new leaders, and leave 
him to the care and providence of God, for he had no 
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doubt he would direct him by his counsel. They then 
put the question, if he had any objections still to 
instruct them in the heavenly way. He replied, that 
when disengaged from business, if they thought it was 
the will of God to come to his house, he shoald give 
them what advice he was able to impart in the name of the 
Lord. Accordingly James Nixon, Thomas Woodnorth, 
William Morris, and Samuel Barber, left the Methodist 
society, and attended at Mr. Clowes's residence. The 
number of members amounted to between thirty and 
forty ; they quickly proceeded to open fresh places for 
preaching, in addition to Mr. Smith's kitchen. The 
position of these zealous and simple-minded men, mainly 
intent on the salvation of souls, was now so different, 
and they saw such adaptation and powers in their 
leader for extensive usefulness in a wider field of labour, 
that James Nixon and Thomas Woodnorth made an 
agreement with Mr. Clowes similar to that we have re- 
corded between Messrs. Hugh and James Bourne and 
James Crawfoot. They offered him out of their earn- 
ings ten shillings a week to go out and labour at large 
in the work of the Lord. This proposition Mr. Clowes 
took time to lay before God in prayer, and for the con- 
sideration of his wife. To go out in the mission work 
with such a salary, and to be separated from his partner 
for long intervals, both were aware would be a consider- 
able sacrifice. Aflber much prayer the call appeared to be 
of God. Believing his way was clear, he gave notice 
to his master to quit his employ ; after a slight oppo- 
sition he gave way ; and then, in a certain and import- 
ant sense, Mr. C. bade the world adieu. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

HIS FIRST REGULAR MISSIONARY OPERATIONS, ETC. 

1810, 1811. 

The apostle James sajs, " Behold how great a matter 
a little fire kindleth." Great and striking results have 
heen linked with causes apparently trifling. It never 
could have entered the imaginations of those that 
directed proceedings in the case of Mr. Clowes, what a 
chain of events would follow that extraordinary measure : 

" A pebble on the streamlet scant, 

Hath tum*d the course of many a river. 
A dew-drop on the baby-plant, 

Hath warp'd the giant oak for ever." 

The Christian brethren with whom Mr. Clowes had 
been associated in the holiest of fellowships, on account 
of his extraordinary efforts to save lost sinners, severed 
him from their communion ; but by this act they un- 
knowingly prepared the way for the rise of a community 
whose usefulness, under God, has been pre-eminent. 

Mr. Clowes being now detached from secular labour, 
and quitting the obscurity in which he had been con- 
fined, commenced a course of Home Missionary exer- 
tions, that affords but few, if any, parallels in modem 
history. He was singularly and happily fitted in body 
and soul for the age and for enterprise ; and the speedy 
results of his mission soon convinced his intelligent and 
dispassionate countrymen that he was destined to ac- 
complish great things. With a heart burning with love 
for souls and zeal for God's glory, he proceeded to 
preach at Talk-o'-th*-Hill, Butt-lane, Shelton, Hanley- 
green, and Norton. Having an invitation into Derby- 
shire, from persons who attended the Ramsor camp- 
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meeting, he also went thither. On entering the 
residence of a farmer who had attended the ahove 
meeting, he offered the salutation of peace, and felt 
great liberty of soul in addressing the different members 
of the family in the name of the Lord. He had not hem 
long thus engaged, before Mr. Hugh Bourne entered 
the house ; and in the mean time, the farmer had gone 
to bring in a woman who lived in the neighhour- 
hood whom he knew to be in distress about her sooL 
The fanner had formed such an opinion of the power 
of faith which his guest possessed, that he thought any 
one would be converted who might be introduced to 
him. Mr. Clowes observes : " We felt this matter to 
be very weighty. The woman was truly penitent, and 
wanted deliverance ; and we felt it our duty to call upon 
God to loose the captive exile, and to comfort the 
mourner. Accordingly whilst one of us pointed the 
convinced soul to the Great Atonement, the other 
waited upon God in the exercise of faith, taking hold 
on the promise. Whilst we unitedly moved forward in 
this manner, the power of God fell upon the woman ; 
she cried aloud for mercy ; through the blood of the 
Lamb, God took away her chain of bondage ; and then 
we shouted glory. The woman invited us to come to her 
house next day to take tea, and to convert her husband. 
This we felt to be another heavy exercise, but as God 
had wrought signs and wonders by our faith, we durst 
not refuse the invitation. We therefore went the next 
day, and proceeded in the same line of waiting upon 
God as before. He made bare his holy arm, and saved 
the husband also ; and he, in his turn, was made an 
honoured instrument in labouring to save others ; for he 
became a local preacher, and afterwards a class-leader. 
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The news soon spread rapidly and extensively that 
there were two men in the country who could convert 
anybody ; and we were soon introduced into a respect- 
able house at Boylstone to convert the family. We 
went on in the same manner as before stated ; the trial 
was great ; the labour of Zion was heavy upon us ; but 
God confirmed his own word, which we spoke, for the 
master of the house fell upon the floor, and cried out 
in the disquietude of his spirit, and God healed the 
bones that were broken. The wife was also arrested by 
the power of God, and brought to feel that God is rich 
in mercy to every one that believeth. The old grand- 
father was also awakened to seek the salvation of his 
soul, and he gave us a plot of ground on which to erect 
a chapeL It was not long, however, before the master 
of the house died in the faith ; the neighbourhood 
severely felt the loss of him, as, during the period of 
his religious life, he had been distinguished by active and 
pious labours. 

" A few days afterwards," continues Mr. Clowes, 
" I went to a place called Rodsley, where I was invited to 
take tea at a farm-house. Whilst the tea was in course 
of preparation, I inwardly waited on the Lord; the power 
of God came down into my soul in such a manner, that 
I opened my mouth, and said to the people who 
were preparing refreshment for the body : " I think 
there vnll not be much tea taken here this afternoon." 
So when the meal was ready, I rose to solicit a blessing 
upon what was provided, and whilst calling upon God, 
the power of his Spirit descended in such a mighty 
stream, that the people fell to the floor ; we then 
prayed until it was time to go to the preaching appoint- 
ment. The tea stood on the table till it was cold ; so 
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my impression was correct that little tea would be 
taken that day. I arrived in time at HoUington^ wad 
preached to a large company, and Gbd again eoofiimed 
his word. But I may here observe, that the greatest 
tokens of the Divine mercy were displayed at this titne 
of my ministerial career, not in the public means of 
grace, but in visiting families, and in praying from 
house to house. After labouring in the word and 
doctrine for some time in these parts, I returned to 
Tunstall, and found my brethren going on well. I 
therefore took another missionary excursion into 
Cheshire and Lancashire, accompanied with James 
Crawfoot, the missionary sustained by the Messrs. 
Bourne. We called at Mr. Efcton's, London -bridge, 
and had some powerful services ; his family was the 
best ordered I ever knew. At Mrs. Richardson's we 
were kindly received, and had the pleasure to find she 
was prospering in the grace of God. From Warrington, 
I proceeded to preach at several places. In some 
instances I was indifferently treated ; at one place they 
threw water on me whilst preaching. On my way 
back to Warrington, I was waylaid ; the wicked rushed 
upon me suddenly, and threw stones and clods of mud ; 
but although they flew on all sides, I was untouched ; 
the darkness of the night prevented my persecutors 
taking sure aim. During this attack I shouted, " Glory 
to God," with all my might, and I verily believe God 
helped me with my shouts, and confounded my per- 
secutors ; for, after howlins^ for some time, they sud- 
denly disappeared. I arrived safe home, but weary. 

" At another place, on this missionary tour, I was 
coldly treated, and began to feel the trials and hard- 
ships which belong to the missionary life. After 
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preaching and labouring very hard I was put into a cold 
room; the bed stood under the window, the half of 
which had been knocked out, and it was a cold, snowy 
night. In the morning a considerable quantity of snow 
was in the room, and on the bed. When I arose and 
was summoned to break&st, matters were not much 
improved. I was served with a portion of milk-and- 
water porridge ; whilst I was trying to eat them, a large 
coarse woman entered the house, and, staring at me a 
minute, began to pour upon me a volley of abuse, protest* 
ing that I was after nodiing else but my belly. After this 
rough encounter I took a solitary walk, and as I walked 
I thought on the comfortable home I had left at Tun- 
stall with wife and friends ; and as I reflected on these 
things I wept, but still I felt my heart, with respect to 
the work of God, as unmoved as a mountain. I know 
I did not labour in vain ; and however numerous the 
privations I endured, yet my soul was happy in Ood, 
for .sinn^s were converted, which was the great end ios 
which I laboured. 

^' I then hastened to Tunstall, for I felt it was not 
well to be absent too long. I laboured among my 
friends there some time, and in conjunction with my 
fellow-labourers, James Nixon and Thomas Woodnorth, 
opened several fresh places, such as Golden Hill, Lawton 
Heath, Englesea Brook, Copenhall, ^nd Ro^en Bow. 
I then took another excursion, and preached at (Kingsley, 
Ramsor, Woottou, and other places. God wrought by 
his word, and my toils were amply rewarded ; at these 
Tillages we subsequently formed societies." 

On Mr. Glowes's return once more to Tunstall, he 
was truly glad to find the work of God prospering 
through the labours of his attached friends. 

F 2 



Ob Good Fnkj he sajs : " We Md our fint 1 

f^ast, ia Hr. Sfloich's khcfaen. On that nrrMJim « 
«/ oor Old friends, jw/iyM f th&t Mr. Slerie 1 
attended the nectxnc, (which vns a mistake, for he c 
nrjC,) eoBvened a meeting; and, withost a trial, aba 
hitelj expelled him ! As this is thitjtrwi orcaskm thi 
the name of Mr. James Steele occurs in connection wit 
these Memoirs, and as he was so distinguished in thi 
earlj period of the PrimitiTe Methodist ConnexioD, it 
maj perhaps he necessarr to introdnce the statements 
of l^renzo Dow and Mr. Clowes relatiTe to this stnu^ 
expolsion. The former sajs: "J. S. was supposed 
to be friendlT towards tkem ; hence he was watched 
with a jedoua eje. And as he was seen one erening to 
pans near a door where this societr was holding a loTe- 
feast, it was thought he went in ; so he was turned oat 
of society likewise, and on Sunday morning was driven 
oat of the chapel in an arbitrary manner, whieh caused 
most of the children to follow him out of the school, as 
he was their master ; and moreoyer their parents, with 
flattery and stripes, could not prevail on them to return. 
Hence a new place was occupied, and a foundation laid 
for this society to become settled and permanent. I 
made a collection for the school, when about twenty* 
eight pounds were gathered." 

Mr. Clowes obsenres : " Mr. Steele was a yery in- 
fluential person, a member of twenty-four years' standings 
a leader of two classes, a chapel steward, and superin- 
tendent of a large Sunday-school. On the Sunday 
morning after this rash and extraordinary act was com- 
mitted, Mr. Steele went to open the Sunday-school as 
usual, when one of the officials ordered him out of the 
pulpit; he immediately submitted to this authority. 
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and was about to withdraw, when nearly all the teachers 
and scholars rose to follow their superintendent. The 
whole school was then a scene of disorder and confusion. 
After thej had followed Mr. Steele out of the school, 
he exhorted them to return, stating that perhaps some- 
thing would be done in the course of the week. Dur- 
ing the week, Mr. Boden, having a large unoccupied 
room, offered it to teach the scholars in, and this offer 
was accepted." The two classes of which Mr. Steele 
had been the leader, continued to sympathize with 
their friend, and came as usual to him for spiritual 
instruction. He advised the members to join other 
classes in the Connexion, or elect fresh leaders, as he 
was no longer a recognized person in the body ; but as 
in the similar case of Mr. Clowes and his classes, they 
did not follow that advice. 

Shortly after this disruption, application was made to 
Mr. Boden for the use of his premises, in which the 
school was taught, for Sunday preaching services, 
which was immediately granted ; and Mr. Clowes, 
along with Richard Bay ley, had the honour of establish- 
ipg Sunday services in Tunstall, a place famous in the 
annals of Primitive Methodism, and which became the 
head of the first circuit formed in the Connexion. 

Let us now review this work of God as it exhibited 
itself in detached parts at this period. Mr. Clowes 
says : *' I assisted brothers Hugh and James Bourne 
and their Missionary, James Crawfoot, with their mis- 
sion appointments at Lask Edge, Tean, Wootten, 
Eamsor, Calden Low, and Standley, and they assisted 
us with ours, about eight in number. But we visited 
several places at a considerable distance, at which 
souls were converted^ and the fruits fell into other 



70 UFB OF 

churches. In March, 1810, the Messrs. Bourne took 
the care of a class at Standley. In September, 1810, 
I accepted the charge of twoclasses, and in April, 1811, 
Mr. James Steele was expelled, and his two classes 
continued under his care." 

The next special matter which is necessary to namte 
is, that some time between the 12th of April and the 
30th of Maj, Mr. Hugh Bourne came to Tnnstall, and 
stated to Mr. Clowes and his friends, that if they 
thought proper to hare quarterly tickets for the mem- 
bers, Mr. Francis Horobin, of Ramsor, would pay for 
printing them. Accordingly it was decided to hsTe 
them. They bore the date of May 30th, 1811 ; and 
the following passage of Scripture was chosen as the 
most appropriate: "But we desire to hear of thee 
what thou thinkest; for as concerning this sect, we 
know that eyerywhere it is spoken against," Acts, 
xxviii. 22. 

In this circumstance the Connexional feature appears 
for the first time to be traced. This act, according to 
Methodistic usages, constituted denominational existence; 
united the separate fragments, of which we haTC giren a 
detailed narration, into a visible organization. Mr. 
Hugh Bourne, speaking of the nature of the elements 
that became thus blended into a risible church, and the 
power that harmonized them into one united body, says : 
" A zeal for the Lord of hosts formed our bond of 
union ; the wisdom of God, differing from that of man, 
the zeal of soul-saving kept the whole united. The 
Connexion was begun in the order of Providence, and 
not in the wisdom of man, nor bv the desire of man." 

A few supplementary acts were afterwards foond 
necessary for the Connexion, and these were added at a 
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meeting held at the house of Mr. James Steele on the 
26th of July, 181 1. At that meeting it was. decided to 
establish the yoluntary principle in supporting the 
ministry. Through the fluctuations of trade, it was 
not possible at all times for James Nixon and Thomas 
Woodnorth to continue Mr. Clowes' s salary ; and it was 
heavy for Hugh and J. Bourne to support J. Crawfoot ; 
it was therefore arranged that money should be raised 
regularly to meet the expenditure of the Connexion, and 
the salaries of the two missionaries. Mr. James Steele 
was therefore appointed circuit steward, — the first that 
ever held that office in the denomination ; and power- 
ful prayer was then offered to God to bless these regu- 
lations. And that he did give his blessing and sanction 
therewith, the consequences have abundantly shown. 

The statistics of the Connexion at its organization 
(1811) stood as follows — 2 travelling ministers, 15 
local preachers, 1 7 preaching-places, and 200 members : 

" The little crowd increases still. 
Which first arose upon Mow UiU." 

At the quarterly meeting, held Feb. 13, 1812, it was 

reported that the Connexion had 23 preachers and 34 

preaching-places. At this meeting a letter was received 

from the preachers and stewards of the old Methodists 

or Wesleyans, inviting the recently formed Connexion to 

join them, assigning as a principal reason, that it would 

conduce to the glory of God, and more fully spread the 

kingdom of Christ in the world. It was, however, settled 

with respect to this communication, that an answer should 

be postponed to a future meeting, and in the interval to 

lay the matter before God in prayer ; and also that the 

two itinerant preachers should ascertain the minds of 

the people on this important measure. When, the next 

quarterly meeting arrived, the mattei oi ysvsiYKi^ ^^^ 
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Wesleyans, or continuing a distinct Body was discussed* 
Mr. Clowes told the board that he had consulted the 
several societies on the matter, but not anj of them 
were willing to unite with the Wesleyan Connexion. 
Afler several had expressed their views at the meeting, 
Mr. James Steele gave his opinion the last. He said 
^* He had not failed to lay the whole matter before Grod 
in earnest prayer in his private retirement; but he 
must say he could not see his way clear to unite as 
desired. The resolution on the case was then put to the 
meeting, and it was unanimously carried that matters 
should continue in the position in which they stood. 
An official answer was then drawn up and sent to the 
parties interested, which set forth that as soon as the 
new party could see that to incorporate themselves with 
the Wesleyans would promote the glory of the Most 
High, and enlarge the Redeemer's kingdom, it should 
be done ; but that at the present time, it did not appear 
that such would be the case. 

At the February meeting already referred to, it was 
also determined to give the new Body the name of the 
"Primitive Methodist Connexion.'* In reply to all 
that has been said on this title, we think it only neces- 
sary to say that our friends found it necessary to have a 
denominational name of some description ; that they did 
not think it well to accept a title which ignorance or 
bigotry might coin, and that they therefore assumed the 
one they bear, being satisfied of its propriety and 
fitness. 

The terms "Primitive Methodist Connexion," bv 
which the Body is designated, has been recognised by a 
legal document enrolled in the British Court of Chancery 
on the 5th of February, 1830, in the reign of king 
George the Fourths 
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CHAPTER IX. 

HIS MISSION LABOURS. — DERBYSHIRE — STAFFORDSHIRE — 

LANCASHIRE, ETC. 

1812. 

Ramsor, early celebrated for camp-meetings, and where 
the fruits of Primitive Methodism had appeared in a large 
measure, was again favoured with the apostohc labours 
of Mr. Clowes. At a preaching service in the dwelling- 
house of Francis Horobin many souls were saved. The 
meetings, however, were not stationary ; but were held 
where convenient, and in order to act with most effect 
upon the people. 

At brother Buxton's five souls were saved ; and at a 
love-feast which commenced at 11 o'clock, a.m., a 
mighty stream of Divine unction was poured forth upon 
the worshippers ; great freedom was experienced in 
declaring the dealings of Grod with their souls; and 
several bore their testimony that God had honoured 
Mr. Clowes as the instrument of their salvation. At 
the termination of the meeting, a brother in prayer 
implored God to keep him humble amid these witnesses 
to the saving power that attended his ministry; a 
prayer to which Mr. Clowes earnestly responded. 
Wootton, near Ramsor, was also missioned ; and with 
but few exceptions, all the families were visited. Mr. 
Joseph Salt and his wife got converted, and ever after 
Mr. Salt styled Mr. Clowes his father. Alton was now 
opened ; and through the numerous awakenings of 
sinners, the congregational chapel was filled with hearers, 
which rejoiced the minister's heart. He was glad to 
behold such results from preaching, which in trumpet 
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tones rang out the terrors of the law, and constrain 
sinners to flee from the wrath to come ! 

At Rocester, opened by Mr. WiUiam Allcock, 
glorious work of God proceeded. An excellent societ 
was raised ; but it was rather marred by a practio 
which arose among the people of responding to the 
preacher. This habit appeared to harass and perplex 
some minds, and the preachers felt a little timid to 
attempt to put it down, for fear of injuring the good 
work. At last an incident took place which terminated 
the practice, and ended the irregularity. While Mr. 
Clowes was preaching, and one of the members was 
replying, a worldly woman said to the man, " Hold 
your tongue, man, we want to hear the preacher!*' 
The man instantly stopped, and Mr. Clowes thought 
within himself, " That is well done — that is just what 
is wanted." 

A. number of other places were visited with success. 
At Kingsley, Joseph Biddulph was converted, which 
produced much excitement. Opposition now began to 
rage : one man attempted to turn a bull loose among the 
congregation ; but the bull turned upon his driver, and 
he had to nm to make his escape ! 

" While visiting," says Mr. Clowes, " I found an 
aged couple ; I invited them to the preaching service. 
The old man observed that he was a churchman, and 
could say the church prayers off book, and began to 
repeat some of them. I told him all that was very wel^ 
but that except we were ' born again, we could not enter 
the kingdom of heaven.' I then proposed praying ; 
when I arose, the old man said to his wife, * Mary, give 
him a shilling ; he 's prayed well.' I told him I did not 
pray for money, and again urged him to attend the 
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evening service. He said * No, —but Mary might go, 
and he would go another time/ I told him he might 
be in eternity before I came back again. A week after 
this occurrence I was crossing a brook, and my atten- 
tion was caught by a walking-stick, — and turning round 
I perceived a dead body in the brook ; i did not touch 
it, but hastened to a farm-house and informed the 
people. Some of them came ; and when they had drawn 
up the corpse, one said^ * It is old Ned Carter, of Rods- 
ley.' It was the same man whom I had so strongly 
entreated to hear the word of God. I remembered I 
had told him he might be in eternity before I returned 
to invite him again, and so he was. This poor soul, 
who refused to go a little distance to worship God, had 
been at Cheadle ' wakes,' a distance of twelve miles, and 
returning home, was drowned at the place I found him !" 
The experience of Mr. Clowes in the Divine life had 
at this time acquired a depth and maturity which singu- 
larly fitted him for his arduous labours. Freed from 
the cares of wordly business, and entirely sanctified to 
the service of God, the Holy Spirit was fully doing 
its work in him. No difficulties could deter him ; no 
threatenings could dismay him ; no sufferings could 
induce him to relax his efforts. His love for 
souls hurried him onwards on his self-denying course. 
Sometimes, when he looked on the masses which 
hemmed him on all sides; godless, and awfully im- 
penitent, living in open defiance of the Almighty* he 
felt such a burning zeal and intense desire for their 
salvation as could not be expressed. On this mission- 
ary tour, proceeding in the direction of Cheshire, etc., 
he walked one day twenty-four miles, and whilst on the 
road he says : ** I fell into a profound meditation on the 
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fall of man, his departure from original holiness, 
depth of iniquity into which sin had sunk him, and 
impossibility for any power but that of God to rest 
him. These reflections I pursued in my mind unt 
was brought into great sorrow and distress of soul ; 
felt the travail in birth, and experienced an intern 
agony on account of the millions of souls on the eart 
who were posting on in the way of death, whose step, 
take hold on hell. I wept much, and longed for some 
convenient place on the road where I might give vent to 
my burdened soul in prayer. In a short time I arrived 
on the borders of a wood ; and then I gave way to my 
feelings, poured out my soul, and cried like a woman in 
the pangs of child-birth. I thought the agony into 
which I was thrown would terminate my Ufe I 

" This was a glorious baptism for the ministry ; the 
glory of God was revealed to me in a wonderful manner; 
it lefl an unction on my soul which continues to this 
day, and the sweetness which was imparted to my spirit 
it is impossible for me to attempt a description of." 

At this period of the missionary labours of Mr. Clowes^ 
prejudice and bigotry, even among Protestant communi* 
ties in England, were very strong. The magistracy in 
many places, encouraged by the clergy, exerted them- 
selves to put down what they considered fanaticism. 
The consequences of the repeal of the Conventicle Act 
(which took place this fyear) had not operated much in 
favour of such missionaries as Mr. Clowes. At Mrs. 
Richardson* s, at Warrington, one of the magistrates 
entered the house during preaching service, and de- 
manded to see the preacher's licence. The preacher 
gave it to his worship. He then insisted on seeing the 
licence of the house as a registered place of worship. 
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One of the persons present told him it was above. He 
replied, " I must have it down." The individual said, 
*' It is in Heaven." He then began to break the law of 
the land by profane swearing, ordering the congregation 
to disperse. One person rose to obey the order, when 
Mrs. Richardson exclaimed, " Sit down, my friends ; be 
quiet, my house is my own ;" and then she prayed for 

the Lord to convert Justice L , On this the magistrate 

began to retreat^ but Mrs. Richardson followed him, 

praying the Lord to have mercy on Justice L , to 

convert him, and make him a Methodist preacher. He 
then threatened to send the water-engines, and blow the 
windows out ; but he hastened away, leaving the Bible 
and Hymn-book in the street, which he had taken away 
from before the preacher. He also took Mr. Clowes* s 
licence with him. But in a few days Mr. Clowes and a 
friend were determined to wait on the justice. When the 
magistrate saw the parties approach his house, he came 
out with the licence in his hand, and gave it up very 
courteously, saying, " Your servant. Sir." He immedi- 
ately went back into his house, no doubt anticipating 
a lecture on the impropriety of his conduct. 

As a missionary among the masses, the labours of 
Mr. Clowes were not only greatly blessed, but he was 
the honoured instrument in the conversion of several, 
who caught his spirit and embarked in the ministerial 
life, going out, like himself, into the highways and 
hedges, or into the streets and lanes of the cities, invit- 
ing sinners to the Gospel feast. 

At Cannock Wood, and other places in its vicinity, 
God gave him fruit. In the family of Mr. Turner, God 
manifested his power in converting the father, mother, 
two sisters, and one son. This son was Mr. Sampson 
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Turner, now one of the senior preachers of the Connei 
ion. The old man was at first mnch prejudiced agaim 
the truth, professing to be a Churchman ; but in con 
Tcrsation his prejudice gave way, and he finally gave his 
heart to Grod. His house became a home for the mini- 
sters of the Gospel, and he ultimately died in peace. 

Our missionary had now some experience of the pri- 
vations and inconveniences connected with the course of 
life he had chosen for Christ's sake, and for the love ot 
souls. The funds at his command would not enable 
him to go to his mission appointments *' on the wheels," 
or to take the '' train." He had to travel on foot, and after 
a long journey, and being exhausted with delivering his 
message in the great temple of nature with only the 
heavenly canopy over him, he had no certain place on 
which to lay his head. Sometimes a warm-hearted 
individual would press him to enter his humble cottage 
and partake of his humble fare, to sleep on a hard bed, 
or in company with children ; and occasionally his lot 
would be with the opulent ; but it was a frequent occur- 
rence in those days, that after serving out the *' bread 
of life" to the multitude, many among them would 
admire him as an angel of God, but would forget, when 
retiring from his services, that he had a body like 
themselves, which needed refreshment and repose. In 
many instances, after preaching to individuals of all 
grades, he has seen them retire to their comfortable 
homes, and he has had to wend his wsj to seek a 
lodging in a boarding-house, or some village tavern. 

** At other places on this tour, such as Penkridge and 
Worley," he says, " I visited from house to house to 
invite the people to hear the terms of reconciliation ; 
but I did not see much fruit. I generally had to sle^ 
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at 'public-houses,* and often was exposed to filthy 
and disgusting annoyances. At one time I had to sleep 
where a band of music was playing ; at another place I 
was put into the same room with a drunken man and a 
woman ; at another I slept over a stable, and the noise 
of the horses* feet and the running of rats prevented 
me from sleep. At Worley Bank we were kindly received 
by Mr. D. Buxton, and witnessed some success in our 
missionary labours." 

The great Apostle to the Gentiles, in his missionary 
tour, -on reaching tbe superb city of Athens, felt his 
spirit stirred within him when he saw the city wholly 
given to idolatry. So our missionary, in passing through 
some of the lovely villages in England, frequently felt 
intensely on account of the delusion into which false 
teaching had brought the people, and occasionally he 
would stop in passing through the village street, 
and address to the modern idolaters some vehement and 
burning words. 

**I now bent my course," says he, "to Abbots 
Bromley; and passing a large village near Rugely, I 
felt a strong impression that I should preach in it. I 
felt it a cross, as I knew no person in the place ; yet 
I felt I should be condemned in my mind, if I did not 
take up the cross. Accordingly, I asked a woman if 
she would lend me a chair to stand on. She lent me 
one, and I got up close to some men that were playing. 
When they saw me commence, they desisted and drew 
near ; the people came from every quarter, and when I 
opened my eyes after prayer, a vast multitude stood 
before me. I then announced my text ; and having got 
halfway through my sermon, a person, having the 
appearance of a gentleman, came up, to whom the people 
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moved with great respect. He said to me, * Come down ;* 
but I took no notice, and went on preaching. He then 
drew up, and said ' I demand your licence.' I asked 
the people if the gentleman was a magistrate ; they said 
he was. I then gave him my licence. After examining 
it, he said, 'The signature is not Sir John Cheetwood's.' 
I observed, * I must see to it if it be forged.' He then 
turned to the people, and said, ' I command every person 
to retire peaceably to his own home.' But as the people 
did not move, he began to cry louder to them to disperse. 
They then began to move off, but I proceeded to set 
forth the threatenings and judgments of God. He then 
said to me, ' Remember, if you are licensed, this place 
is not.* * Sir,' I said, * I have authority from the King to 
preach through his dominions, and also from the God of 
heaven to preach the Gospel to every creature ; and 
remember, except you repent, you will perish.' He 
replied, * I will take you into custody.' But whilst he 
was about to execute his threat, some person among the 
crowd cried out, 'Shake the dust off your feet as a 
testimony against them.' Amidst this cross fire, the 
magistrate appeared confounded. I then came down ; 
and bidding the people farewell, proceeded on my way. 
At the end of the village, seeing a number of people 
standing, I exhorted them to flee from the wrath to 
come." 

Mr. Clowes proceeded with his labours near Leek ; 
at Longnor he preached the Gospel in the market-place, 
on the market-day, and such was the striking power of 
his address, that the people suspended their worldly 
transactions until he finished his discourse. 

In these missionary operations, which we have just 
narrated, we see that Mr. Clowes laboured alone. Now, 
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as man is a social being, when pursuing any given pur- 
suit alone, he occasionally feels solitary and discouraged ; 
but when two walk together and are agreed, they 
strengthen each other. We have seen, in Mr. Clowes* s 
early days of usefulness, what enjoyment he experienced 
when associated in Bible distribution and talking and 
praying with the people, in company with his beloved 
friend, James Nixon. It was a happy circumstance 
when, in the order of Providence, he afterwards obtained 
a colleague in the person of Mr. John Wedgwood. Mr. 
Clowes, being engaged to hold a camp-meeting, and 
knowing that John Wedgwood was well fitted for 
such services, he waited on him at his father's house at 
Tunstall. The following records the amusing interview, 
and the journey of the parties to the place of meeting : 

" When I got to the door of the house, I heard John 
praying aloud in his room, and his father crying to him, 
* John ! make less noise, will you V But John went on 
with greater vehemence in his prayer, speaking about 
the world being on fire, and the doom of the proud and 
ungodly in that day. 

" At last the old gentleman jumped up, and ran into his 
room, crying * John, will you make less noise ?* I gave 
the door a shake at the same time, and he desisted. 
John's motive in thus praying aloud, was not to rouse 
his family from natural sleep, but from the sleep of sin, 
for they were unconverted. 

'* At the proper time, John and I started for the camp- 
meeting, which was intended to take place in the vici- 
nity of the places I had lately visited in my missionary 
tour. We preached to all whom we met on the road, 
till the day began to wear away. I warned John that we 
ought to hasten on our journey, as we had a large com- 

G 
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UKU to {M» orer. But h was to no porpose ; J<^iii*s zeal 
for souls orercame his prndence ; and as I feared, we 
fonnd oftrselTes ntterlT lost opoa the common in the 
approaching darkness of the erening. We knew not 
which war to proceed, and the moss and hng which 
grew apon the common was deep to walk amongst. 
We tried to grope onr war with sticks^ hat alter wan- 
dering some time, we approached a large sheet of water. 
I now perceired we were in danger, and shonted with 
an mj strength, 'Lost! lost! lost!' Brother Wedg- 
wood desired me to he silent, ohserring, that if any 
eril-disposed persons heard as, thej had full opportmoity 
to do OS mischief. I thought there was some wisdom 
in that suggestion. We therefore went on till we 
reached a stone wall, and then a gate, o^er which 
we climhed; and there mj companion lay down, in- 
tending to remain all night, despairing of finding the 
right way until the morning ; hut I would not consent 
to this, as the ground was very wet. I therefore 
hegan again to cry, ' Lost ! lost ! ' and in a short time 
we saw a light looming in the distance, and heard the 
trampling of feet, and the harking of a dog. I shouted 
again, hut no answer followed. We concluded that 
enemies were on our trail ; we therefore commenced 
to run ; we soon reached another wall, over which we 
climbed, and fell down on its opposite side. I arose 
with my companion, still hearing our pursuers, and 
the dog barking. Another wall before us had to be 
scaled, but it gave way, and I fell. However, we 
continued our flight until another fence obstructed us. 
We got over this, and on the opposite side there was a 
deep ditch, into which we slid down to the bottom un- 
hurt. We rose again, and pressed forward, when suddenly 
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a farm-house appeared, in the yard of which we found 
ourselves. We hastened into the house ; and on convers- 
ing with the inmates^ I found they were relatives of my 
wife« We felt truly thankful at the end of this adventure, 
for we were told we had escaped destruction hy a miracle, 
as on our way the precipices and moss-pits were 
numerous ; and that where we saw the light the people 
bore a doubtful character, and that had we been caught, 
we should probably have been robbed or murdered. 

" The next day we proceeded to the camp-meeting, 
and although the day was unfavourable, many people 
attended from the surrounding villages ; and good was 
done in the name of the Lord ; a revival began, which 
spread through the country." 

Accompanied by his friend Wedgwood, he went to 
Nantwich to hold a camp-meeting ; the attendance 
was very large, and great freedom was felt by the 
speakers and praying people. They concluded the 
first part of the meeting at noon in order to take 
dinner; but the dinner had not required the labours 
of many cooks, for it consisted in a few crab- apples 
which they found under a tree. After dining, they 
spent some time in prayer, and again resumed the 
camp-meeting, in the services of which they laboured 
until five o'clock, p.m. ; and then Mr. Clowes had 
to walk seven miles to Englesea Brook, to preach the 
same evening. When he arrived, the congregation 
was waiting. He was so much exhausted with hunger 
and physical weakness, that he was obliged to lean 
his back against the wall, and in that position address 
the people. Nevertheless, he felt he could say : 

** Labour is rest, and pain is sweet, 
For thou, my God, art here." 

G 2 
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" About this time," he says, " I visited Cox Bank, 
on the borders of Shropshire ; preached several times, 
and visited all the families in the place. This station 
was mostly supplied by the local preachers from Tun- 
stall ; they generally walked to their appointments 
there, a distance of eighteen miles, and returned home 
on the same day." But the labour was not in vain ; 
the Lord raised up a people to praise his great name. 

The missionary labours were pushed onwards with 
unslnckened energy into Derbyshire. Murcaston, Hul- 
land, Tumditch, and Weston-under Wood, were taken 
up, with many other places. Mr. John Harrison and 
Mr. John Ride were brought to God. The former 
became a travelling preacher, and also his wife. He 
finished a short and useful ministry in 1821. When 
converted to God, he suffered some persecution in his 
father's house. His elder brother jested, and said 
he was told there was " hell upon earth " at Hulland, 
where John attended meetings ; but he would go and 
see for himself. He went ; and God, in mercy, saved 
him, so that he found "Heaven upon earth." He 
also became a preacher and leader in the Society. The 
latter brother, above referred to, Mr. John "Ride (now 
a missionary in Victoria, South Australia), has been 
one of the most successful men in the Primitive Me- 
thodist Connexion. In the West of England, sup- 
ported with zealous coadjutors, he extended the Con- 
nexion, and gathered hundreds into the fold of Christ. 
His sufferings and persecutions — ^his unconquerable 
energy, will never be forgotten. His name is a ** house- 
hold word " in the Brinkworth district, — the principal 
field of his valuable labours ; and he will go down to 
posterity as a prince among English home missionaries. 
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The Derbyshire mission extended to the town of 
Belper, where the labours of Mr. Clowes and others were 
crowned with happy results. Mr. Strutt, the pro- 
prietor of several cotton-factories, perceiving a bene- 
ficial change wrought upon many of his work-people, 
became very friendly ; and the place of worship being 
too small, application was made to the above gentleman 
for land on which to erect a chapel. He kindly granted 
the application for land at a nominal price. A chapel 
was raised, which Mr. Clowes and others dedicated 
to God's service ; and Belper became in due time the 
head of a circuit. 

Our missionary next preached in the town of Derby ; 
and although the work rolled on, there were many 
things that obstructed it. A chapel, however, was 
erected, and a numerous congregation raised. The 
desire to hear the gospel brought large numbers of the 
people, so that when the chapel doors were opened, 
in a few minutes the place used to be filled. A soldier 
in the Artillery was greatly distinguished for his zeal 
in the beginning of the cause in Derby ; and there 
being few at that time who could accommodate the 
preachers with bed and board, Mr. Clowes often had to 
go with this soldier of Christ to sleep at the Armoury. 
This was a little trial, but the missionary did not 
demur ; he had counted the cost, and was prepared to 
make it, and follow Jesus through honour and dis- 
honour. 

Several places in the vicinity of Derby were visited, 

and Mr. Clowes and his brethren rejoiced in the con- 
sequences of their efforts, — the conversion of sinners 
to God, and the establishment of societies according to 
the plan and discipline of the Primitive Methodist Body. 
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CHAPTER X. 

MISSION LABOURS. — NOTTINGHAMSHIRE, LEICESTERSHIRE, ETC; 

1818. 

The ancient town of Nottingham has heen long 
distinguished for the influence it has exercised on the 
destinies of the empire. Its inhabitants, in general, 
have shown their attachments to popular institutions 
and love of liberty. Methodism, in the days of Wesley, 
here took deep root, and flourished ; and in its different 
sections it has, to the present period, powerfully contri- 
buted to the social elevation and well-being of the 
people. Nottingham now contains two circuits in the 
Primitive Methodist Connexion, and is the head of a 
district. The origin of Primitive Methodism here 
was, however, connected with much trial and discou- 
ragement ; but the devoted servants of God who began 
it, persevered in their efforts, and they had their 
reward. Mr. Clowes observes, "We experienced 
serious persecution in the beginning, but on application 
to the magistrates, the outward persecution was in a 
measure quelled. Sometimes, amid the storm and 
disquietude of the wicked, I have seen the congrega- 
tion shake with the power of God. The sound going 
forth on the tops of the mulberry-trees was great ; 
the valley of dry bones became instinct with life ! 
In the beginning we preached in a large room, which 
had been occupied as a factory, and which accommodated 
about a thousand persons ; and in general it was well filled. 
'^ At Shelford a gracious work broke out, but it was 
bitterly opposed by the persecuting hosts. A steward 
of the proprietor of the village hurled his anathema 
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against us, and those that should have the temerity 
to harbour us. One man, however, mustered courage 
to brave the storm, and opened his house for preaching. 
He was therefore served with a notice to quit. He, 
however, owned his house, although built on the land 
of the proprietor. The steward determined to eject 
him, but the man stood firm, and the opposition was 
not persevered in. Another persecuting character 
was taken away by a premature death, and thus the 
way was made more smooth, and hindrances to our 
progress removed. 

" At Blidworth the work rose like the sun, like a 
'morning without clouds.' In two months we raised 
a lovely society of fifty -two members. In a class- 
meeting which I attended, I had special enjoyment, and 
one female was converted. Two sermons I preached 
were greatly owned of God, many were pierced with 
godly sorrow, and four persons found redemption in 
the blood of Jesus. 

"At Calverton I preached with full liberty, and 
formed a society of five members. I then proceeded 
to Os^ton, and preached IfVom Rev. iii. 20. The Lord 
worked powerfully, and signs followed. One person 
was arrested almost as suddenly as if wounded by a 
musket-shot ; he was supported by some thf^t went to 
bis help, or he would have fallen to the ground. 
The man afterwards said that the effect was produced 
by one word I uttered, and whiph pierced his heart.. 
Another person, at this meeting, was in deep distress 
on account of his sins ; he waited on me next morning, 
and accompanied me out of town. After relating his 
distressing feelings, we kneeled down under a tree by 
the road-sidC;, imd God set his soul at perfect liberty. 
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" I had many blessed seasons with the brethren at 
Lambley, where Mr. Smith entertained us, and who was 
much attached to our cause. At BadclifPe, I dis- 
coursed, and one person cried aloud for the mercy of 
the Lord. I preached in the open air to a vast 
multitude, and again at five o'clock in the morning. 
At this place I again met with my friend, Mr. John 
Wedgwood ; whom I left to conclude the meeting, having 
to speak at another place four miles distant. J ex- 
perienced some little trouble here from a certain person 
who had broached an injurious sentiment, namely^ that 
people ought not to support stationed ministers, but 
only those who were missionaries. 

'* I reasoned with the parties on this opinion, and had 
the pleasure to succeed with them ; and at preaching and 
the giving of Society tickets, they subscribed nobly 
to the funds of the quarter-day board at Nottingham. 
At Little Cropwell, I preached in the Wesleyan chapel, 
at the request of the people, and satisfaction was given. 
Indeed in these parts, at this period, the spirit of 
bigotry appeared destroyed ; union in saving souls was 
the 'order of the day.' The Wesleyan class-leader 
led our class as well as his own. In Bingham market- 
place I held forth to about two thousand people, and the 
power of the Highest fell upon many ; it was a weeping 
and rejoicing time. On the second occasion I dis- 
coursed a female saluted me, and informed me I was 
her father in Christ, but I could not remember having 
seen her before. 

" The next time I ministered at this place, there was 
trouble. We had two classes, and one of the leaders 
wished to have what some people style a " free gospel ;" 
that is, for the people to give nothing to the support of 
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God's cause. This godless and unscriptural sentiment 
produced confusion, and a scattering of the society took 
place. Part of the pepple gave up religion entirely, and 
went into the world, and others went to the Wesleyans, 
inconsistently enough. We retained what was left, and 
the remnant were of one heart and one mind; and 
there appeared a greater probability of doing good in 
future operations. 

''At East Bridgford I stood up in the open air to 
preach Christ crucified, but Satan and the parish Parson 
sent two persecutors, who blew horns to drown my voice, 
and prevent the people hearing words whereby they 
might be saved. But Mrs. Lockwood being present, 
she offered me the use of a chapel which belonged to 
her. I therefore descended from my position, com- 
menced singing a hymn, and proceeded to the chapel, 
the congregation following. In the chapel all was 
quiet ; neither parson nor musicians thinking it proper 
to enter to annoy us there. But how often does God 
work for his glory amidst unlikely circumstances. 
Here God converted Mr. George Herod, who afterwards 
was called into the itinerant work, and has laboured 
long and successfully in the body. 

" At Bottesford the banner of the cross was unfurled, 
amidst rampant opposition. A band of music was 
hired to annoy us, and occasionally the scene was very 
dramatic. The preacher and people were singing, the 
band playing, the dogs barking, and some of the 
persecutors grinning: but partial deliverance arrived 
when the drummer was convicted by the truth preached ; 
and a place was obtained for regular services. 

" At another place in this neighbourhood the church 
bells were rung to drown the preacher's voice; but 
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deliverance came to us here also, for the great hell 
cracked, and the ringing ceased, whilst some among the 
people said> ' That if they dared to ring on, and oppose 
the work of God, the steeple would fall/ 

" I then visited Screveton, and ' preached abroad,' and 
at Balderton also. I afterwards met the society^ and 
received four members. • Here we were very affection- 
ately entertained by brother G. Turner, a hospitable 
friend to myself and many others. 

" The town of Newark was the next place of my 
ministerial labours, where I was once more associated 
with brother Wedgwood. We both preached at the 
same hour apart, he in Mill Gate, and I in North Gate ; 
we had large congregations, but my brother's con- 
gregation did not conduct itself so respectfully as mine. 

" I had good freedom, and could we have obtained a. 
place for a prayer-meeting to gather in the fruit, it 
doubtless would have proved abundant. Here, however* 
a small tithe of persecution was inflicted, for at one 
preaching service ♦ abroad ' the water-engine was 
brought out to play upon the preacher ; but a division 
took place in the DeviVs camp j part of the people took 
sides with the preacher, and became so exasperated at 
those connected with the water-engine, that they fell on 
and broke it. The persecutors applied to the magi- 
strates for redress and damages ; but the magistrates, 
in examining the charge, inquired by whose order the 
engine was brought out. It was then shown, that it 
was by the direction of the * Church parson ; * the 
piagistrate then decided that he wa$ the party that must 
pay damages. 

" Loughborough, in Leicestershire, was the next place 
to which I proceeded with my heavenly commission^ 



WILLIAM GLOW£S. 91 

I reached the town in the dusk of the evening ; and 
immediately sent round the hellman to announce to the 
inhabitants that there would be preaching at such a 
place. Many of the town's-people assembled, but I did 
not experience that strength and liberty in making 
known the gospel message to which I was accustomed. 
I afterwards preached at Quarndon and Sileby, in the 
Wesleyan chapels. The places were filled, and the whole 
country was moved. The spirit of conviction went 
abroad among the people, like fire among dry stubble. 
I hastened on to Seagrave, and preached in a chapel, 
the property of a farmer in the place, and led a love- 
feast in another chapel, the property of Mr. Goy. 
Many persons spoke of the goodness of God to thdr 
souls ; making special reference to brother Wedgwood 
and other brethren, whose labours had been greatly 
owned of the Lord. One man remarked, that when 
awakened, and anxious to go to some place where he 
might find good to his soul, ke observed some women 
plainly dressed, going to a place of worship, and that, 
attracted by their demeanour, he followed them thither, 
and that whilst calling upon God there, his soul was set 
at liberty. I took occasion to remark, from this narra- 
tion, how incumbent it is on the part of the people of 
Grod to be patterns of plainness, and for the females 
to attire themselves as women professing godliness. 

** Being now informed that my friend and colleague, 
brother Wedgwood, was arrested lor preaching the 
gospel at the Market-cross ajl; Grantham, I proceeded to 
have an interview with him. Mr. Lockwood of East 
Bridgford, on whom I called on my way, informed me 
that when he heard of brother Wedgwood being arrested 
and committed, he rode to GTaiLt\i«Lm,«cv^^'^is3^^^^*^'^^ 
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Wedgwood's plan in preaching; but he was also 
arrested, and the magistrates would have sent him to 
prison, had he not given bail. 

" When the sessions arrived, brothers Wedgwood and 
Lockwood surrendered to their bail, counsel was pro- 
vided, and the trial came on ; but a verdict was given 
for the defendants ; so the magistrates, having lost their 
cause, had to pay costs. 

" It may be observed, that between the intolerant magi- 
strates of Grantham and Sir W. Manners of Buck- 
minster, there was much ill-feeling; and when Sir 
William heard that the magistrates had committed the 
preachers, he ordered a stone pulpit to be erected near 
the town-hall, that the preachers might occupy it, and 
address the people in the market-place, none daring to 
make them afraid. Thus Christ was preached, ' out of 
contention,' but the fury of the wicked was overruled to 
the furtherance of the gospel. 

^' A camp-meeting being designed to take place near 
Buckminster, the parties above mentioned, and, others, 
attended to conduct it. Mr.^ Henry Sharman, an itinerant 
minister in the Connexion, thus describes it : ''I and a 
number of others went the distance of fifteen miles, 
and arrived on the camp-ground in time for the morning 
services. The day was fine, large numbers assembled ; 
such a concourse met for worship, as we had never seen 
before. Being the first open-air worship many of us 
had ever beheld, we were much excited. The meeting 
was held in a fine spacious green lane, sheltered by a 
beautiful high thorn hedge, vnth the spreading oaks 
growing thick therein. Under its shade hundreds 
stood. The preachers present were Wedgwood, Benton, 
Heath, and Clowes. 
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"The latter came, after holding a service at some 
other place. I saw Mr. Clowes as he approached 
the crowd, and he immediately entered into the work 
with great zeal. I had never seen him before, and 
although now many years since, I have the most 
perfect recollection of his movements and manner of 
exercise. The text which he took was Gen. vii. 1 ; 
and the impression the discourse made upon the as- 
sembled multitudes, and especially upon myself, was 
great. The above meeting found me with a small 
degree of Divine light upon my mind, with a feeble 
desire for salvation. As the services proceeded, the 
light and concern within me increased; and at the 
close of the day I was, through faith, happy in Christ, 
the * Ark,' into which I had been powerfully urged 
to enter by Mr. Clowes. I was not only fully decided 
to devote myself to Christ, but also to labour to serve 
the interests of the Primitive Methodist Connexion, 
which I have, in some humble degree, done now for 
more than a quarter of a century," Towards the 
close of the above camp-meeting. Sir W. Manners 
came in his carriage to the ground, and requested one 
of the preachers to accompany him to Grantham, to 
preach in the stone pulpit erected to annoy the Gran- 
tham magistracy. Brother Benton expressed his wil- 
lingness to go ; accordingly he was handed into the 
carriage, and the party rode on. As they proceeded. 
Sir William asked the preacher "if himself and his 
brethren were inspired men." The preacher replied 
" that his soul was full of glory.*' Sir William then 
said "he should like to hear him preach — would he 
have the goodness to preach to his coachman as they 
proceeded ? *' The preacher replied, " that if he would 
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Btop the carriage, he would preach to the people in 
the Tillage which they were passing, out of the carriage 
window;" but Sir W. declined that proposal, and 
drew the window blinds. On arriving near the town, 
B chaise was prepared to carry the preacher into the 
town. When arrived in the market-place, a servant 
of Sir. W. attended, and the preacher ascended his 
stone pulpit, and preached to the assembled crowd. 

When the camp-meeting concluded, according to 
Mr. Sharman*s account, Messrs. Clowes and Wedgwood 
went to Coltshall, to the house of a friend, and took 
refreshment ; and in the evening, on a hill, near the 
Wesleyan chapel, he preached; and a prayer-meeting 
followed in the chapel. Much good was done in these 
consecutive services ; and a large amount of the fruit 
was secured by other religious communities. 

The next day our indefatigable missionary proceeded 
to Oakham, in the county of Hutland ; which place he 
reached in the evening, and preached ^^abroady^ to a 
well-behaved people, and a kind friend invited him to 
liis hospitable residence. His next journey, the day 
after, was to Melton Mowbray ; and on entering the 
town he was informed that his friend John Wedgwood 
Jbad just concluded preaching in the open air, and had 
^ne on to a village three miles distant. Mr. Clowes 
followed him thither, and preached in the village street 
to a large multitude. When about half through with 
his address, a man on horseback, with a naked sword, 
rode among the people^ storming and threatening, 
vowing to take vengeance on the preacher; but the 
people hemmed him round, and after making repeated 
efforts to force his way, and failing in the attempt, he 
wMdrew. In holding a prayer-meetm^ ait^Trnxd^ 
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the brethren were assailed with fury — stones and dung 
were thrown, yet no one was injured. The preacher, 
however, that followed Mr. Clowes, did not fare so well. 
When he commenced he was assailed with demoniacal 
rage. Some of the rabble came up with a basket of 
eggS) designing to throw them singly at the preacher ; 
but their fury became so exasperated, that they dashed 
the whole basket at him ; then they knocked him down, 
and threw themselves on him. The man (^ God, how- 
ever, got up, kad made his escape. 

A short period after these transactions, a camp- 
meeting was held at Packman' s-lane. Some thousands 
attended ; the preachers enjoyed hberty, and it was a 
blessed meeting. In the evening Clowes and Wedg- 
wood held a love-feast in a bam at Sileby, and had the 
joy of hearing testimonies to their useful labours. 

They then visited Barrow Wake, and, after singing 
through the streets, they preached apart, and continued 
thie open-air services until ten o'clock, — ^^for the people 
were so much affected under the word, that they would 
not disperse sooner. They then preached through the 
villages till they reached Nottingham and back to 
Sileby, where God made bare his holy arm, and Satan 
fell Hke the lightning from heaven. 

Af^er holding a camp-meeting at Croxton-lane Ends, 
they went on to Leicester. It was late when they got to 
Leicester, having sung through the villages thither. 
The next morning, however, they raised the Gospel 
standard in Belgrave-gate, and it was computed that two 
thousand people gathered on this occasion. They both 
preached, Wedgwood ftrom Job xxii. 21, and Clowes 
from Rev. iii. 20. Just as Mr. Clowes rose to addx^-sR* 
the people, a person whispered t\i«X X^R^ x»a^\*^^^'^ 
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were present ; but he gave no sign of fear, appearing 
impressed with a conviction of the presence of higher 
powers, and the value of immortal souls. The multi- 
tude were exceedingly well-behaved, and a profound 
and solemn feeling reigned throughout. They ended 
their , services at noon. At half-past one they held a 
prayer-meeting in Orchard- street, in a friend's house. 
Many persons could not gain admittance, but were 
deeply affected, and at the meeting it was supposed 
about twenty persons rejoiced in the forgiveness of sins. 
This prayer-meeting did not conclude until six in the 
evening. When Messrs. Clowes and Wedgwood departed 
from the meeting, Mr. Clowes' s clothes were literally 
saturated with perspiration ; but after a httle refresh- 
ment, they walked seven miles to Sileby. They felt 
themselves so much fatigued that Mr. Wedgwood was 
disposed to lie down for a short time in a meadow ; but 
Mr. Clowes opposed his friend's purpose by showing 
that such a course would endanger their lives. After 
a refreshing night's sleep, and a breakfast next morn- 
ing, these hardy veterans in God's service pursued 
their course seventeen miles, and separated in order to 
preach at different places ; and a camp-meeting being 
arranged to be held at Willingore, in Lincolnshire, they 
joined their energies to carry on that special service. 
The meeting was remarkable for the confusion and 
persecution that attended it. Some of the wicked 
exhibited great daring and brutal behaviour. Mr. 
Clowes says, *'I turned my eye upon some of the 
Philistines, and God accompanied my glance with an 
arrow of conviction, and two of the rebels fell into the 
rear and remained quiet the remainder of the meeting." 
The city of Lincoln appears now to have occupied 
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the attention of the missionaries ; within its ancient 
walls, and around its Gothic churches there lived large 
numbers of unconverted sinners. An announcement hay* 
ing been made two weeks before, these plain and earnest 
men of God made their appearance in this far-famed 
city, between the minster and the gaol. They commenced 
their open-air services about nine in the morning, and 
did not conclude them until nine in the evening ! 

About noon the missionaries had evidence sufficient 
that their labours were needed in the cathedral city, for 
opposition began to rage and display itself in ludicrous 
aspects. The sons of Belial procured a goat, and ran 
it in among the congregation ; they also shouted^ and 
threw dust into the air. Mr. Sharman records the case 
of a person who was led to embrace religion through 
an incident that probably occurred at this meeting. A 
stone was thrown which struck Mr. Clowes in the face, 
and caused the blood to flow ; and the manner in which 
he bore the insult, and the prayer he offered for the 
insulter, had such an effect on the mind of the above 
party as to produce the result stated. Many persons, 
through the services of this important day, gave them- 
selves to the Lord ; the work of conversion went on 
prosperously, and from that period the Primitive 
Methodists were established in the city. On the next 
day, the missionaries proceeded to Waddington, being 
invited thither by a farmer who had attended the 
Lincoln meeting. A wagon was prepared, and the 
two brethren addressed a large congregation in the 
open-air, composed of all ranks, including the clergy- 
man. They then adjourned to the farmer's house, and 
had ar prayer-meeting. When the meeting W^Vwe^ 
protracted to a late period, Mx. 0\cy«^^ ^^ixt^^ 'vi^^ 
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farmer to ask brother Wedgwood to conclude ; but he 
said, ''that Jacob wrestled with the angel until the 
break of day." This was what his colleague expected, 
for Wedgwood's pohcy was never to conclude a meeting 
whilst one person would stay with him. However, it 
was necessary that some propriety should regulate their 
proceedings, and that the people should not be subject 
to inconvenience from late hours. Mr. Clowes, there- 
fore, concluded the meeting, and lectured his good 
brother on the question of propriety, urging our Lord's 
maxim which he gave to the primitive missionary, '* Be 
ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves.'' 

Mr. Clowes now proceeded into Derbyshire, and held 
a camp-meeting at Hulland ; where some professed to 
be saved. At Sutton he preached the funeral sermon 
of Mrs. Simcock — the wife of Samuel Simcock, and an 
old companion vdth him in the work of the Lord. 
Speaking on this case, he says, '* I preached Mrs. Sim- 
cock's funeral sermon from 2 Sam. xiv. 14. Her 
trials had been heavy ; she had been twice left a widow, 
with fatherless children. I had always supposed her to 
be a woman of weak faith, but she died full of 
triumph ! How truly is it said, * As thy day is so 
shall thy strength be." 



CHAPTER XL 

MISSION LABOURS. — HULL.— YORK, ETC. 

1819; 

Thjb plan of missionary operations in the infancy of the 
Connexion was very simple, and wrought with surprising 
efficiency. When a circuit was formed, its official au« 
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thorities sent forth a missionary to enlarge the field. 
Sinners were converted, and formed into societies ; these 
were made a mission, the work proceeded, and the mis- 
sion hecame a branch, or branch circuit, subject to its 
parent circuit. Then when the work became further 
enlarged and consolidated, the branch became an inde- 
pendent circuit, sending forth its missionaries to extend 
still further the field of operations. Thus the work went 
on multiplying itself. 

This plan wrought with admirable efPect and power sui 
^tfwem for many years, and until the Conference established 
missions in the British Colonies, and in the United States 
of America. Then it was found necessary to establish 
a missionary system on a plan similar to other Protestant 
bodies, which was effected in 1843. There is now a 
missionary society established, with its staff of officers 
resident in London, who, under the direction of the 
Conference, carry on the missionary work at home and 
abroad. 

We now proceed to narrate the origin and progress of 
Hull mission, in connection with the subject 6f this 
Memoir. This was one of the most important movements 
of the Body, whether viewed in reference to its rapid 
results, or in relation to the spirit of the missionary 
enterprise carried out in Yorkshire and elsewhere. 

Nottingham was now a circuit, and, in accordance with 
the discipline of that day, the officials applied to Tunstall 
circuit for Mr. Clowes, that he might commence a 
mission at Hull. It appears, that Mr. Clowes had an 
impr^sion on his mind that it was the will of (jod he 
should convey his message of mercy and grace to that 
part of the kingdom. When preaching in Leicester, 
Mr. Woolhouse, from Hull, had an interview with him 

H 2 
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on the subject. He says, in his jonmal, •• I feltaatzaiis 
desire to bend mj course to Hull, there to make knawn 
the salvation of God; and it was not long befiare, m hb 
Providence, mj steps were directed thither."* 

On the I5th Jan., 1S19, Mr. Qowes arrrred at BaSk 
and took up his residence at the house of Mr. WaalhaiBe. 
*^ As soon as I entered the house, Mrs. WooOuiaae and 
John Chtobj. commonlj called ' praving Johnnj/ ftfl 
npon their knees and returned thanks to God. fiir wf 
safe arrival. This act of devodon was very cucuunpng 
CO me. and became a prelude to zreater things.. Oa tht 
dav or mv entering Hull, I preached in. the eveuing ia 
an Old dicconr in North-street. Vast omnbeis a£ pcnpie 
aczended* znanv induenced bv coriositT, ochers with, at 
bicencion to create a disturbance. However, God wm 
pnfseuc in mv drsc e^rt here to make known ciie licbcs 
of His mercy, uid the wicked were reatraixied* and tit 
meednic ended in ueace. 



Sa:» ^.liin^ ji' Tjrk^airr!. s;ra!ued jn the ^rmc inlec of tht 
^uuio«r. uid ft niwn n iourrsain^ Mmmeree. In I2S3 it m 
'Yf:tu« .1 Tunjiuri 3y Rjyi^ vrhiir:i*r. r^ jccommadaEum ftr 
^ipptiti^ n :hi» puR :uns;sci n 'he jia honour jc ton mJMJk 
■luu :hrve «ec iuc&s^ vaich Jinarwre & HU-ace ji dlircv-«UL acKflb 
.V.H>uc ^0 $«a irx^y >* >:>qc ^imc in 'iierse ioiuia- JC ^ SEKB of 
-:i« :u«. rie :uwn » u ^piti pracrtK* it ±s:eamoiu ^i-Bwigpt 

A>v:! .- uvh.'.e^'\UK. Sui-t 400 m "Jl'i. na :h« 

::* V '**^*ii«^ .-w^u*^ r^i* -lUMiri x»*« Jirta :u aie j*^ T ii Mii 
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"On the day following I walked to the Pottery on the 
hanks of the Humher, where I had worked fifteen years 
hefore, when I was in the ' old olive-tree, which is wild 
by nature/ but I found the working of the pottery had 
been discontinued. I however entered the place, and 
proceeded to the room in which I had formerly laboured, 
and kneeled down and praised God for the great change 
he had wrought in me. I then returned and walked 
through the streets in which I had formerly wrought 
folly and wickedness. It brought to my recollection the 
time and place when captured by the * press-gang,' and 
other circumstances of dissipation and riot. Oh, what 
gratitude filled my soul when reflecting on the contrast ! 
Instead of indulging in reckless and brutal conduct, 
throwing the reins upon my passions, neither fearing 
God nor regarding man; I am now a sinner saved by 
grace, and a missionary of the cross. On Sunday morn- 
ing I preached again in the old factory to a large con- 
gregation. The Divine power was mighty in the service, 
and many wept ; it was a time of refreshing from the 
presence of the Lord. One local preacher belonging to 
a certain Body was present and was greatly blessed ; but 
he was immediately brought up to account for his conduct 
in going to hear me. When questioned on the subject, 
the local preacher observed, that the man whom he heard 
preach in the factory preached the Gospel with the Holy 
Ghost sent down from heaven. 

'* One of the regular preachers asked him if he did not 
preach the Gospel with the Holy Ghost from heaven? 
He replied simply ' I do not feel that good under your 
preaching that I did under his.' However, the result 
was, the local preacher and others were interdicted^x^\xv 
coming any mote to hear us. In pxoc^sa o^ \xc£v^,>My« 
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ever, this interdict met the fate of many of a similar 
character which issued from the same quarter — it became 
unheeded. A spirit more in harmony with the Gospel 
began to obtain ; and before the world becomes converted, 
that spirit must predominate in all the churches of Christ. 
On the same Sabbath, I heard Miss Jane Brown speak 
with much satisfaction; she had been sent by the 
Nottingham Quarter-day Board to supply my place for 
a few weeks. In the evening I preached ; and after the 
service I assembled a few friends who felt desirous of 
church-fellowship, among whom was Mr. Atterby, who 
became a travelling preacher, and died in the work. I 
thus formed the fir^t two classes, appointed leaders, a 
society steward, and made other disciplinary regulations. 

*' On the Tuesday I went to Hessle, a village near 
Hull, preached and formed a society. Here the work 
bore a sanguine aspect. I then proceeded onwards on 
my mission, accompanied by brother John Oxtoby to 
Swanland, EUoughton, Brantingham, Elliker, South and 
North Cave, etc. In all those places, I addressed vast 
multitudes in the open air ; but generally in farmers' 
bams, for it was in the winter season. The word of the 
Lord proved ' quick and powerful ;' many were convinced 
and converted. The bread was cast upon the waters, 
and it has been found after many days. In all the places 
mentioned I formed classes, and established principles 
of discipline in conformity with the Primitive Methodist 
Connexion. 

*'0u Sunday, Feb. 14, I preached in the factory in 
Hull to a large multitude, but we experienced much 
annoyance ; the wicked poured upon us like floods of 
water. God, however, defended us from their rage. On 
the foUowiDg Monday I preached again, and the power of, 
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the Highest fell upon us ; but at the same time the 
persecutors rushed in^ stamped with their feet, and 
produced disorder. I therefore decided to conclude the 
meeting ; but I have doubted since whether we did right 
in concluding the service. On Tuesday I held a meeting 
in another part of the town ; and whilst in the exercises, 
the persecutors were very boisterous ; they threw down 
a wall, which produced much disturbance, but the 
Lord was at work as well as the Devil, several were con* 
vinced of sin, and two persons united with the society* 

'< I preached again at Hessle ; several were in deep 
contrition, but did not obtain the deliverance they sighed 
for. 

" On Sunday, 24th, I preached three times at Hull. 
We had a gracious visit from on high ; but the wicked 
hfted up their hands against us, were very violent, and 
excited the congregation in such a manner that the 
people thought the place was about to fall. Alarm and 
panic seized the multitude, and an attempt was made to 
escape. The scene presented an indescribable picture at 
this crisis. Some were crying for help, others forcing 
their way out; some throwing up the windows and 
jumping out, but none were injured, as the building was 
only a story high. At evening service we obtained the 
police, and kept out the most furious part of the rabble. 
They however shouted outside, threw stones, and broke 
the windows. The battle then became very hot both 
inside and out ; however, the ' battle was turned to the 
gate,' for many of the 'jack tars' who had persecuted 
and iired whole broadsides into us, struck the flags and 
came aboard the ' Primitive ship,' to sail along with us 
to the port of glory ! It became also a necessary cour^ft. 
to apply to the mayor to protect l\v^ ^t^X. xssxc^^x ^ 
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anxious inquirers after salvation from the violence of the 
persecutors; and through his exertions in our favour 
three of the sons of Belial were imprisoned. On the 
Monday after this I preached in the factory, and enjoyed 
one of my best times. 

" On Sunday, Feb. 28th, I rode eight miles, walked 
ten, preached three times, and heard two sermons. 
When the day was over I felt exhausted, but it was in 
a glorious cause, and my soul had been happy all the 
day long. 

**The places officiated at were EUoughton, in the 
morning, South Cave in the afternoon, and North Cave 
in the evening. In the afternoon at South Cave, in the 
open air, the congregation was very great, and the power 
of Jehovah rested on the living mass of human beings ; 
all was still as evening, and many wept. At North 
Cave there was a little disorder, arising from some per- 
secutors throwing water through the air-holes of the barn 
upon the people: but, notwithstanding this, the presence 
of God was powerfully felt.*' 

After preaching at other places, he arrived again in 
Hull, and gave tickets to five classes which had been 
raised up in three months ; and such was the glorious 
prosperity of this mission, that in six months from the 
period of its commencement, three hundred members 
were in Society ; and in June the same year, Hull was 
made a circuit with William Clowes, and John and Sarah 
Harrison, stationed as its travelling' preachers. 

On Sunday morning, March 7th, Mr. Clowes 
preached in Hull, and in the afternoon held the first 
love-feast of ** Yorkshire Primitives," in the old factory. 
He observes: **The place was nearly full, for some 
people had come a distance of twenty miles, the report 
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of our love-feast having spread greatly abroad. We 
began according to the discipline established ; admitting 
none but such as had notes, or that could produce 
quarterly tickets, showing that they were members of the 
Society." 

At this period the existence and remarkable progress 
of the Primitive Methodists were becoming known to 
the other denominations in the land ; but the leading 
parties in these bodies, deceived by misrepresentation, 
generally supposed that they constituted a mere Method- 
istic mob, — a gang of ignorant fanatics, who were 
EXCITED in their meetings by " wild fire ;" that their 
discipline, if they had any, was a "rope of sand," 
and that "respectability" among them, either as it 
regarded character or talent, was utterly out of the 
question. The preachers were sometimes regarded as 
a kind of religious scamps, roving through the land ; 
but that they might be useful as spiritual scavengers in 
drawing off the refuse and corruption from the 
** respectable churches," as if the Primitive Methodist 
Societies were composed of persons similar to those 
who first gathered around David, — "Aujd every one 
that was in distress, and every one that was in debt, 
and every one that was discontented, gathered them- 
selves unto him ; and he became a captain over them," 
1 Sam. xxiii. 4. But it not unfrequently occurred that 
pious and intelligent officials of other communions 
would stealthily hover on the margin of a camp-meeting, 
or glide in among the crowd at a preaching or mission- 
ary-meeting, to see and hear of the " new thing," and 
on withdrawing they felt that they had listened to a 
discourse or platform address, in point of ability qajI 
Divine unction, which would not Yi«cv^ ^^^«Afc^ 'Oasss. 
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aaaemhSm : mad tka£ :nei« wse^ tfier all 



la the int Io«e4n0 kdd in HbQ. above l e fai e d to, 
3fr. Clowes obsores^ ** Oae respeeczbLe woman and her 
son emmat up and wiaiied to cncer widioac anoce; but 
tiie dsQC-keeper was §m in im dorr. Tber dies ex- 
ptesKd tiiexr am ut g e aC tkis lesvladon, fbr tlicj 
thtmfiit ukjh i jdy mieJEit go into an old £ aet oii, into a 
PfiatiU f e 3fethodi9t meecine- Tlie son departed : bat 
die woana finjeered, and wooid aoc fefiire. The door- 
keeper therefiire scat for me^ to aik mr opinioa on the 
eaae. I admitted pber. and qoicklT her Ticm were 
dluniged re^>ectnig the people she had eome to see and 
bear ; and she and her husband joined the Sodetr, and 
both beeame helpers of the work. From this ease I 
faw it necessary to be firm in dtscipiine, bat not to 
tighten the reins too mudi in certain instances. The 
lore'feast in qnestion was exceedfn^j powerful ; manj 
rose np and blessed God for what their eves had seen, 
testifjing that snch a lore-feast thej had nerer enjored 
before ; others wept, and praised God who had in Hi» 
proridence mercifbllj sent the missionaries to Hull. 
At six in the erening I preached, bat hundreds retired^ 
not being able to gain admission into the place. The 
spirit of hearing the Gospel increased more and more ; 
the fields were white for the harvest. *0 for 
labourers to enter in 1 ' This was the cry of my soul 
from day to day." 

When Barnabas went to Antioch, he '' saw the grace 
of God and was glad ; and exhorted them all, that with 
purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord, 
for he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and 



WILLIAM CLOWES. 107 

of faith ; and much people was added unto the Lord." 
But Barnabas and his coadjutors were not satisfied with 
their spiritual conquests at Antioch; they proceeded, 
fired with celestial ardour, to gain laurels in other 
lands. Mr. Clowes and his holy colleague had not 
only studied the missionary models of the primitive 
church, but they felt the same flame which burned in 
them, constraining them to continuous efforts in saving 
souls. 

The noble estuary of the Hnmber, which rolb its 
tidal waters past the town of Hull, had no beautiful 
and commodious steamers plying on its bosom in the 
early days of Mr. Clowes ; the uncertain and incon- 
venient "horse-boat" generally carried passengers to 
the opposite coast of Lincolnshire. But Mr. Clowes 
and his official brethren soon resolved to visit the Lin- 
colnshire side of the Humber, having sufficient evi- 
dence that their labours were needed among the nume- 
rous villages and towns that sprinkle the shores and 
northern part of that beautiful and fertile country. He 
says: 

"Brother Harrison and I went over the Humber, to 
Barrow in Lincolnshire. We stood up and preached in 
the open air to a numerous company ; some behaved 
very well, but others disturbed us. Some of the 
people invited us to come again and form a society, 
which we did soon afterwards. 

"We then visited Barton, and stood up in the market- 
place, and had a good time in announcing our message. 
I afterwards walked to Barrow to sleep that evening. 
I felt myself much fatigued, for I had sung, prayed, 
and preached nearly all the day, besides walking foox^ 
teen miles. 
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" On the Lincolnshire side of the Humber I also visited 
other viUages. At Ulceby we had a weeping time; 
such a one, I trust, as never will be forgotten. At 
Limber I preached abroad ; one soul was saved in the 
Lord. At Holton, Groxhill, and Ferriby, the work of 
God broke out most gloriously ; excellent societies were 
formed, and scriptural discipline established in them. 

** On crossing the Humber into Yorkshire, I visited 
Welton, and in a barn I had a blessed time in the dis- 
cbarge of my spiritual duties. At South Cave I admi- 
nistered the word in a large yard belonging to Mr. 
Pickering, who kept an inn, and whose kindness and 
hospitality to me were very great; his family were 
much attached to our cause, his daughters having 
received spiritual good through our instrumentality. 
At Newbald I blew the Gospel trumpet in a wheel- 
wright's shop, to a rude and disorderly people, and 
held a prayer-meeting afterwards in the house of Mr. 
J. Coates. On the Monday evening I preached in the 
Congregational chapel, and one soul was converted. I 
then visited Brantingham again. The clergyman here 
was much opposed to our operations, and when I was 
preaching he advanced with a very menacing attitude 
among the people ; but when he got within two yards 
of me, he suddenly turned to the right and 
marched off the ground. After discoursing at Wolby» 
I went on to River Bridge, and preached under the 
open canopy of heaven to a vast assembly. Here God 
made bare His holy arm, and saved souls ; and a Chris- 
tian church was formed of those who expressed a 
desire to flee from the wrath to come. I continued to 
push on my mission, and preached at Thorganby, Wel- 
drake, and Elvington ; at all these places, under the mini*. 
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strj of the word, the grace of God came down upon the 
people 'like rain upon the mown grass, and like 
showers that water the earth.' " 

As Mr. Clowes' s mission labours were gradually draw- 
ing towards the capital of Yorkshire, it might have been 
supposed that with his characteristic enterprise he would 
sooner or later enter within its ancient walls as a messen- 
ger of peace. The far-famed city of York is one of the 
most celebrated cities in the British Isles ; it is situated 
on the banks of the Ouse, in the midst of an extensive 
plain, surrounded with an ancient wall, supposed to have 
been built by Edward I., about 1280, and which is now 
so constructed as to form a favourite walk for the inhabit- 
ants. In this city the Roman emperors took up their 
quarters when they visited this island ; and here the 
Roman emperor Severus died, in the year 211. York 
was made a bishop's see under Paulinus, who converted 
the Northumbrians to Christianity, in 627. York was 
then the capital of Northumberland, for the whole 
country north of the Humber bore this name at that 
period. This city is distinguished for its castle and 
Clifford's Tower, built by William the .Conqueror, and 
repaired or rebuilt by Richard III. The wall sur- 
rounding the castle or prison, is 1350 feet in length, 
and 35 feet high, and is strengthened by massive towers 
at intervals. York Castle, including the courts of jus- 
tice, etc., is the strongest mass of building in England. 
The Minster is a vast pile in the Gothic order, built in 
the form of a cross. Over the centre, on four massive 
pillars, rises a grand tower, 213 feet from the floor. 
Over the west end two other towers rise at the altitude 
of 196 feet ; the whole length of the building, from 
east to west, is 524| feet. TVie leii^VJti ^^ "Ocifc \3«:^^\^ 
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261 feet ; its breadth 109, and its height 99. The effect 
of til 3 whole prolonged and lofty extent, as seen on 
entering from the great western door, is perhaps as 
sublime as any ever produced by architecture. Under 
favourable circumstances, such as the rich illumination 
of the setting sun, the impressions of awe and venera- 
tion, and we may add of delight, produced upon the mind 
by the grandeur and beauty of this wonderful building, 
are perhaps superior in intensity to the effects of any 
other work of men's hands. We doubt whether the 
finest Grecian temple could ever so deeply touch the 
hidden springs of enthusiasm in our nature. The 
choir is divided from the nave by a stone screen ; but 
this ornamental partition is so^low as not to intercept the 
view of the portion of the roof beyond, nor the " dim 
religious light/' streaming from the magnificent 
"storied window" that fills the eastern end of the 
building. This screen, and the great eastern window, 
are two of the proudest ornaments of the cathedral. 
The former is a work in the very richest style of orna- 
mental carving, and fortunately it is in almost perfect 
preservation. It is divided into compartments by fifteen 
niches, which contain the statues of the English kings, 
from the Conqueror to Henry VI. inclusive. There are 
a large number of ecclesiastical edifices in York, whose 
origin is exceedingly remote ; some of them probably 
coeval with Christianity in this island. The chapels of 
the Wesleyan and Congregational Bodies are very 
spacious, and well adapted for scriptural and evan- 
gelical worship. 

York was favoured with the sainted presence and 
apostolic labours of Wesley at an early period of his 
devoted life, and his holy and self-denying "sons 
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in the Grospel " such as John Nelson, A. Mather, and 
others, laboured usefully in this city in their day and 
generation ; and burning with the same flame of zeal, 
our Tenerable father observes : '' Being now in the 
immediate neighbourhood of the city of York, I formed 
a resolution^ in the name of the Lord God of Israel, 
to lift up my banner in that far-famed 'city of 
churches.' Accordingly I sent a notice to the city 
crier, to announce to the citizens of York that a 
missionary would preach on the ' Pavement ;' but the 
crier sent me word that he durst not give public notice 
of my purpose, unless I first obtained the sanction of 
the Lord Mayor. Here I found I was in a difficulty. 
It occurred to me, that if I waited upon his lordship 
to solicit permission to preach, he would probably 
refuse me liberty ; and were I to attempt preaching 
after a denial, he would very likely order me to prison ; 
and if I should pass by the city without bearing my 
testimony in it, my conscience would remonstrate. 
Consequently, I determined to {nroceed and preach 
the Gospel in the streets of the city, in conformity 
with the instructions which I had received from Jesus 
Christ, without asking permission from any person. 

" Accordingly, on Monday, May 24th, 1819, at seven 
o'clock in the evening, I stood up on the ' Pavement ' 
in the market-place, in the name of the Lord, who 
had so often supported me in similar enterprises. I 
commenced the service by singing the 14th hymn, 
in the first book : 

* Come, O come, thou vilest sinner,' etc. 

" In a short time the people drew up in considerable 
numbers, and the shop doors and otk^x ^W.^^ ^^x'si 
crowded. AJI was very quiet \m.t\\ 1 ^vixv^ wA ^tv^^^^ 



112 LIFiQ OF 

when a man in the congregation hecame rather up- 
roarioos ; but I got my eye upon him^ and he was 
checked. When I had proceeded about half way 
through my discourse, a troop of horse came riding 
up, and surrounded the preacher and congregation. 
The Devil immediately suggested to me, that the Lord 
Mayor had sent the soldiers to take me, under the 
idea that I was a political radical speaker, inciting 
the people to rebellion ; but I rallied after this shot 
from the enemy's camp, and went on exhorting sinners 
to flee from the wrath to come. I concluded my 
sermon without molestation, the soldiers and people 
retiring in proper order. Some persons asked me 
who I was ; I told them my name was William 
Clowes, and that in principle I was a Methodist ; and 
that I would preach there again the next fortnight. 
I then took up my staff and travelled seven miles to 
sleep, accompanied by a few friends." 

In relation to the mission in York, it appears, the 
mind of our venerable missionary was severely exer- 
cised. He believed it was his duty to preach the Gospel 
in that city, but he felt it a heavy cross to stand up 
in its streets a humble and uneducated man, where 
the flower of the aristocracy and clergy resided, with 
their numerous retainers and dependants trained in 
the splendour of episcopal and cathedral service, and 
accustomed to all the graces of smooth and polished 
preaching. But he knew that in every city, and York 
included, there were large numbers of people who 
never crossed the threshhold of any sanctuary what- 
ever, being "without God and without hope in the 
world ;" and that there was another class who, whilst 
they were strict in their attendance at the house of God, 
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were ignorant of the first principles of the doctrines of 
Christ, ignorant of the plan of salvation through faith in 
the blood of the Redeemer, trusting to their perform- 
ance of church duties, and to their moral lives for 
acceptance with God. Mr. Clowes, therefore, hoped 
he might be useful hj rousing these classes in York 
by open-air preaching, and by urging, with the help 
of God, the great doctrine of a present, free, and 
full salvation. But the effort, according to his own 
testimony, cost him much mental agony and keen 
exercises of soul. He states his feelings, and details 
his labours and success at his next appointment, in 
the following terms: "On the Monday I proceeded 
towards York, intending to preach again in the city. 
On the way my spirit became greatly exercised ; heavy 
trouble pressed upon me. I had an impression of 
fear and uneasy apprehension respecting my mission 
to the city ; but as I proceeded, I recollected that 
I had counted the cost, and that however I might be 
called to suffer, truth would win its way and God 
would be glorified. I entered into York fully deter- 
mined to proceed in the way of duty, and not to be 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ. When I stood up 
in the Thursday market, hundreds of people gathered 
round me ; some said we should be taken up, but, to 
my surprise, not a « tongue was moved against us ; all 
was quiet, and all heard the word of God proclaimed 
with the deepest attention. I had great liberty in 
my soul whilst speaking, and the service ended satis- 
factorily. Soon after this, a room was taken for 
preaching, and a society was formed. Thus God 
enabled us to take the city, and to establisk ov3x%^V<^^^ 
within its ancient walls." 
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At a subsequent period, the society at York pur- 
chased Grape Lane chapel, originally occupied by the 
Baptists; but in October 1850, the old mansion of 
the Lord Mayor being on sale, it was purchased ; and 
during the able superintendency of that excellent and 
laborious minister, the Rev. Jeremiah Dodsworth, an 
elegant edifice was erected, at a cost of about j£2,000. 
It will seat 800 persons, and contains 300 free seats 
for the poor. Primitive Methodism in York has now 
attained a position of iniluence and usefulness. The 
Connexion has held one of its Annual Conferences in 
this city, though its first missionary tremblingly entered 
it to preach the word of life. May the good work 
continue to flourish in this famous capital of Yorkshire. 
But our mighty Home missionary, by his vehement 
appeals to the masses in the open air,, was a great 
means, under God, of promoting the spread of religion, 
not only in this city, but also in many parts of the 
extensive county of York ; and the movement he 
communicated, by his impassioned earnestness, was 
felt in other churches. His earnest manner, and his 
burning appeals were, however, frequently construed 
by dead formalists as evidence of temporary insanity ; 
but regardless of such pious inuendoes^ he held on 
his shining career, and continued to the last in his 
original zeal and ardour. He was frequently taken 
to task for the powerful volume of voice he sent forth 
in his warnings to sinners to repent and turn to God. 
"At Osgodby," he says, "I administered the word 
of God. When I had done, a man came up and asked 
me if my God was hard of hearing. I told him 
certainly not ; but nevertheless, he loved a good 
shout ; that he had a great noise in heaven, for the 
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redeemed there were praising him with loud voices, 
crying, 'Worthy is the Lamb,' etc. The man then 
went his way, and said no more. The next day I went 
to open Market Weigh ton. I preached in the market- 
place to a well-behaved people, who were very courteous 
and friendly in their conduct towards me. The good 
work of God broke out in Market Weighton, and 
a lovely society was formed, and the cause in that 
town still progresses." 

We have already seen what influence the first camp- 
meetings had on the origin and progress of Primitive 
Methodism in Staffordshire. Their effects in rapidly 
enlarging the mission work in other places has also 
been clearly demonstrated. These meetings, especially 
in Yorkshire and the northern counties, certainly 
formed the right arm of the cause. Being held gene- 
rally in the vicinity of a large town, the multitudes 
poured in from the near and distant villages; and 
being awakened and blessed under the plain, pointed, 
unctuous preaching of soul -saving men, the people 
applied to the missionaries to visit their respective 
villages. The invitations were cheerfully responded 
to ; and thus the tide of salvation rolled onwards 
towards some manufacturing, mining, or colliery district, 
where the population was densely concentrated, when 
the same course of action was repeated. These plans 
of operation were connected with such success in the 
conversion of sinners, as had been supposed beyond 
the reach of ordinary means. Some other denomina- 
tions attempted to hold camp-meetings also, but having 
repudiated them at first, they did not apply to their 
meetings the same proscribed and offeivsYs^ uom^i* 
The Bodies in question did not sxxcceedi m\)ft. \)ci€a ^^^s^*" 

i2 
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air services, not having (shall we say) the education — 
the tact — the heart requisite to wield them on a large 
scale so as to grasp and benefit the masses. They 
have, therefore, been generally discontinued by them. 
In the United States and Canada, these meetings are 
now mostlv in the hands of Methodists, other Bodies 
standing aloof from them ; and in Britain the Primitive 
Methodists alone, or nearly so, continue to carry on 
the camp -meetings, for which services they have a 
special aptitude, as it respects preachers and people; 
and up to this period these great meetings are 
blessed in many parts of the United Kingdom in the 
conversion of many sinners to God. 

We now furnish the brief detail of the first Yorkshire 
camp-meeting, which formed the glorious precursor to 
many others in the north, which the Almighty God 
favoured with his uplifted countenance. " On Sunday, 
May 30th, 1819, we held our first camp-meeting in 
Hull," says Mr. Clowes. " In the morning the weather 
was unfavourable, but in the afternoon it was fine. 
Thousands attended. We divided ourselves in the 
forenoon, and preached in five difi'erent parts of the 
town. It was my lot to be stationed at the Peniten- 
tiary ; we had a glorious cry for mercy, and God proved 
to us the truth of his holy promises. The following 
week was chiefly employed in renewing the tickets to 
the society in Hull. I gave tickets to 167 members, 
and, including those in the country, there would be 
about 300, all raised up in less than four months. 

" I now took another tour and visited River Bridge, 

and Market Weighton ; and on my way to Melbourne I 

was invited to take tea at a farm-house. I felt it my 

dutf to ask a blessing upon the food T^toxlded, Whilst I 
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was in the act of doing so the power of God fell upon 
all present ; but one individual did not relish these 
things, and began to talk about the pictures against the 
wall, I endeavoured to turn the subject, by asking the 
individual what I must do to get more grace and more 
of heaven into my soul. The power of God then 
struck him, and the lady of the house began to tremble, 
and turned pale. We then fell on our knees and 
prayed. I left them weeping, having to attend my 
appointment. 

" On the Sunday following I discoursed at South Cot- 
tingworth, Weldrake, and Elvington, in the open-air, to 
both rich and poor, and one soul was saved. 

" On Sunday, July 4th, we held a camp-meeting in 
Brantingham Pits ; a wagon and three carts went from 
Hull, and the procession sang hymns and occasionally 
had prapng exercises. The day was favourable, and 
the camp-meeting was attended by prodigious numbers 
from the towns and villages around ; the preachers were 
favoured with great freedom of soul in exhorting the 
people to turn to the Lord and seek salvation, and the 
powerful and pointed appeals were not in vain ; visible 
results were wrought; many sinners were converted 
under the preaching and praying services. This great 
and glorious meeting terminated about five in the even- 
ing, and several of us returned to Hull, twelve miles, 
singing and praising God for the great things which 
our eyes had seen. 

" After this I went into the country appointments, 
and at River Bridge such was the awakening power that 
spread among the people, that sinners were afraid to 
rest in their beds at night, lest if they slept, the^ %\^a5^^ 
drop into hell. After visiting ^V.«Lmiox^ ^tv^%^, «sv^ 



118 LIFE OF 

preaching in the open air, where three souls professed to 
find the Lord, I entered the town of Selby, and preached 
at the cross in the market-place to a well-behaved con- 
gregation. I then opened Snaith, and had a vast num- 
ber of attentive hearers. 

" On Saturday, the 23rd, I went to Ferrybridge, and 
preached on the Sabbath at the door of Mr. Bailey ; 
and at Knottingley abroad, to a vast crowd. The mul- 
titude was so dense, that I could scarcely get along the 
street; nevertheless, all was quiet and well-behaved, 
and a lasting impression was made upon the souls of 
many of the people. On the Monday evening I 
preached again at Knottingley, by the river-side ; the 
congregation was immense, and I had one of my best 
times ; the word ran like fire among dry stubble, and a 
great and glorious work afterwards broke out in that 
town and vicinity. 

" On Tuesday, the 26th, I walked to Snaith, and 
preached in a chapel which the friends had rented ; the 
Lord worked effectually among the people ; and when I 
was dwelling in my discourse upon sinners holding 
their midnight banquets of riot and intemperance, call- 
ing in impious language for damnation upon their eyes 
and limbs, one man, who had been a terrible swearer, 
was cut to the heart, cried aloud for mercy, and was set 
at liberty. This was a glorious manifestation of the 
Divine power in plucking a brand from the burning." 
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CHAPTER XII. 

MISSION LABOURS— YORKSHIRE. 

1819—1820. 

The Primitive Methodist Connexion had now con- 
siderahly extended itself, not only through the exertions 
of this devoted missionary, hut through the energetic 
toils of many other successful servants of Christ who 
had successively entered the field. Laymen, occupying 
the important oftices of local preachers and class-lead- 
ers ; holy women, also, mothers in Israel, were distin- 
guished hy their success in bringing numbers of sinners 
to God. The Connexion now consisted of four circuits, 
namely, Tunstall, Nottingham, Hull, and Loughbo- 
rough. It was therefore deemed advisable to convene a 
preparatory meeting at Nottingham to make certain 
arrangements for more effectually carrying on the work, 
and appointing an annual conference. Several delegates 
attended at the above meeting at Nottingham ; and it 
was decided that the conference should be held at Hull, 
in May 1820. Whilst Mr. Clowes was at this meeting, 
his wife, having disposed of his household furniture, 
joined him, in order to accompany her husband in his • 
arduous travels. On his way from Nottingham to Hull, 
Mr. Clowes came to Gainsborough, where he had a 
gracious visit from on high ; and at Snaith five souls 
were justified freely through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus. On the Sunday, at three preaching services 
near Knottiugley, three persons were blessed with the 
forgiveness of sins. On the Monday subsequent he 
preached in Mr. Bailey's school-house, Eetx"^ ^tAj^^ 
and four found the " Pearl of ^xeat ^x\c.^r '^\s^^^* "^^ 
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. K>=ke ^Kcsii expr«EK3cs& The deril Mt liis 
vi:s shaken: ihe irxi SKpcr? irezibued in his 

Hence tbe m^Exnal oy wau zn. 
vork in Hull haciin^ exienie«i, aad the coogte. 
^*di3Bs bcx3s Terr laree, ic w pro^josed co emt a 
ehapeL This vms done; the *'€ld fKiorr'* 
TMUcd, and the nev diapel <^»encd on the lOih of 
September, 1SI9. Brochers Thoaias Kins^ Dent, and 
Braithwazte preached; a praTer-meccin^ f<iJk»wed, and 
one foal found peace with God throogh onr Lord Jesns 
Christ. 

One diflicoltTy experieneed in the extensiTe itinerant 
joomm of the earir pieachers^ arose nom their heing 
ignorant of the proper roads leading to differmt lo- 
calities. Hence ther freqnmtlj missed their war, and 
wandered mfles in Tain, often at nights, frequently in 
imminent danger, and nnder the pressure of exhaustion 
and oppressire feelings. Mr. Clowes^ after preaching 
at Hessle, resolved to return to Hull. The night was 
Terr dari^ and a friend accompanied him out of the 
TiDage ; and when bidding him *' good night," he told 
him to go forwards and keep such and such start cm kU 
rig^t shoulder. He tried to attend to this direction for 
a while, but he soon lost sight of '*kis start," and 
found that he was entirelj lost upon a common. He 
then adopted his usual plan, of dropping on his knees 
and prajing to God for direction. He rose, but quickly 
found himself amid bushes and briars, and became 
quite bewildered ; at last he saw a light, and in advanc- 
ing found it to be the lamp at the toll-bar. Regarding 
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every deliverance as an answer to the immediate prayer 
of faith, his simple heart was ever ready to pour out its 
thanksgivings to God. Blessing God for his interpo- 
sition, he proceeded home bathed in perspiration, and 
retired to rest. He was, however, quickly roused from 
his slumbers, for Mrs. Clowes was suddenly taken sick. 
Before sending for medical aid, he resolved to try the 
virtue of the prayer of faith ; and whilst pleading, the 
great Physician stayed the disease. And such was the 
calm confidence of the sufferer, that she said she was 
rather disappointed in recovering, as she felt fully ready 
to depart in peace, her eyes having seen the Lord's 
salvation. 

On September 13th, 1819, the Jirst quarterly meet- 
ing of Hull circuit was held. Mr. Clowes records the 
meeting as being very peaceable and comfortable, and 
the number of members in the circuit was 402. 

At this quarterly meeting two fresh travelling preach- 
ers were taken out, Samuel Laister and J. D . 

Brother Samuel Laister was a holy man. He was well 
skilled in the doctrine of a present salvation, and had a 
burning love for the souls of men. He missioned much 
in the north of Yorkshire and Durham, and had many 
seals to his ministry. He died in the work, advanced 

in life, beloved by hundreds. Brother J. D had 

promising talents, but not so much of the life of 
soul -saving as was desired. However, it was thought 
he might accompany Mr. Clowes round the circuit once, 
in order to get more clothed with the converting glory 
before he went on his mission. On this case, which 
had such an unhappy termination, Mr. Clowes says : 
*' A few of the circuit committee got together to «l<ftx. 
the arrangements agreed on, and Ocie^ ^^acv^^^ ^^x."^ 
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D should go *iuto ray appointments alone, and 

that I should go upon a mission. When they had done 
this, they asked my opinion on their measure. I told 
them I disapproved of what they had done. First, 
hecause they had overturned what the quarterly meet- 
ing had done, which was unconstitutional ; and, 

secondly, hecause if brother J. D went to travel, 

it was necessary he should have the benefit of my in- 
structions in going with me; and there were private 
reasons I did not feel disposed to name, which rendered 

it unwise to send J. D into my appointments 

alone. But although I laboured to guide the friends in 
the path of Connexional and judicious proceeding, it 
was all in vain. They then decided that brother 
Laister should go on a mission ; I to my own appoint- 
ments, and J. D into Laister*s appointments. 

Matters soon reached the issue I dreaded. J. D 
commenced a courtship with a young lady recently 
converted, whose father's house was a home for the 
preachers. Very shortly after he formed a connection 
with another person destitute of piety, to whom he 
became united in an unhappy marriage. The former 
young person and her parents now became exasperated^ 
shut their house against the preachers, and abandoned 
the cause. The quarterly meeting were then obliged to 
take cognizance of the disgraceful case, and expel J. 

D from the society. He was then laid upon a bed 

of affliction, and he sank into despair ; he cried that he 
was lost— that he was damned for her I However, some 
pious people hastened to his bed-side, and prayed with 
him, and before he died they entertained some hopes of 
his salvation. A deep mystery hung over the cause of 
his death, and strong suspicionE ^ete ^\i\.^T\A\\i^d lVv«jt 
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there had heen some foul play. Thus ended the seri- 
ous affair, which probably would have had another ter- 
mination had the official friends acted rightly, and 
suffered themselves to be guided by the judgment of 
those who, qualified by long experience, were able to 
give a matured opinion on , all the antecedent circum- 
stances. The mission of brother Laister, on the York- 
shire Wolds, where he was assured by parties in the 
committee he would find homes and success, turned out 
as I fully expected — a complete failure. None of the 
individuals to whom he was directed would give him 
any encouragement ; and it being in the winter season, 
little or nothing could be attempted in open-air preach- 
ing and raising a mission." 

Our missionary now revisited several places. At 
Bishop Wilton, he preached in a field belonging to Dr. 
Meggison, and in the market-place of Pocklington to a 
vast multitude, and in the evening of the day, in a barn 
belonging to Mr. J. Moore. In the villages in the 
vicinity of Pocklington, there was a great and happy 
excitement, which ripened into a work which continues 
to advance. 

On Oct. 23rd he visited Knaresborough, and preached 
abroad at nine in the morning ; the rain fell, and the 
wind blew, but the people stood and listened with 
attention. In the evening, he spoke in a dwelling- 
house, and on Tuesday, stood out in a different part of 
the town to preach, and formed a society of four 
members. 

After visiting York, he proceeded to Acklam-on-the- 
Wolds ; and when about to commence preaching abroad 
a person informed him that the Weale^ajas ^^\^ ^ws^. 
to begin their service. He theteiote d^^v'sXfc^, wA^»^^ 
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the people with him to the Wesleyan chapel. When 
service was conclnded, he returned, and spoke in the 
name of his Master with powerfnl effect. In the after- 
noon, he went to the parish church, and heard a truly 
gospel sermon by the Rev. Mr. Simpson. In the 
evening he preached in a dwelling - house, and the 
clergyman, in his turn, went to hear the humble itinerant 
missionary. "O," says he, on this circumstance, 
" when will Ephraim learn no longer to vex Judah, and 
Judah no longer to envy Ephraim ? " At Leavening, 
the next evening, he held forth with a full heart, and 
three persons were converted ; on the following evening 
three more were saved, and the next morning in family 
visiting another was saved. He then proceeded over old 
ground, and at Ferrybridge, God arrested a great sinner 
who had attempted to murder his wife a short time 
before. The next evening his wife was converted. 

The work continued to roll on throughout the exten- 
sive station; but the devoted and earnest missionary 
said, " I wanted sinners saved bv hundreds and thou- 
sands. God can cause a nation to be born in a dav. 
O for mighty faith to take a firm grasp of the promises 
— that faith, which is like a cable fixed to an immov- 
able rock." 

Leeds was the next scene of our missionary's 
operations. It is a town of great antiquity, is men- 
tioned by Bede, and noticed in Doomsday survey. It is 
situated on the Aire, and has lines of communication 
with the eastern and western seas. Leeds has been long 
celebrated for its manufacture of woollen cloth ; its 
celebrated Cloth-hall is a quadrangular edifice, sur- 
rounded by a large open area, from which it receives 
light hjr a great number of lofty mTvdoN«i^. \\. \& Vl^ 
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yards in length, and 66 in breadth. Vast quantities of ' ' 
fancy goods are also manufactured here, and in the 
vicinity of the town are potteries, cotton - mills, 
foundries, coal-mines, etc., and in the town are many 
noble structures appropriated to various purposes. 

Leeds has had, from the origin of Methodism, a dis- 
tinguished celebrity for missionary life, and for giving 
birth to men of honour in all the different sections of 
Methodism. On the 24th of November, Mr. Clowes 
delivered his first testimony in this town, in a 
school-room belonging to Mr. Baines. It appears his 
first effort took hold of some of the Leeds people, as 
they remarked, in their peculiar style, that they had heard 
some of the *• right old sort of stuff, ^* 

On the day following he formed a small society, and 
preached at Dewsbury. Returning to Leeds in a few 
days, he rented a room, in Sampson's warehouse, for 
preaching. The room was already occupied by a 
dancing-master, who taught the art of his profession on 
the week evenings. What a contrast between his 
teaching and that of Mr. Clowes. The one taught an 
exercise of questionable propriety, often associated with 
moral evil, the other the sublime science of salvation. 
To bring the gospel remedy as fully as possible to the 
attention of those who needed it, our missionary dis- 
patched the town's crier through the streets, to announce 
that on the coming Sabbath, at 1 o'clock a.m., he should 
preach. A large company attended on the occasion, and 
services were arranged for in the afternoon and evening. 
But during worship in the afternoon, "Sampson," who 
had embarked in the Devil's agency, came to the top of 
the stairs and tried to alarm and disturb the con^^-^ji^^^s^k.^ 
by shouting that the warehouse ^«is ^"^^% ^«^* ^ 
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panic seixed the people, mud a general rosh took place. 
Some attempted to jamp out c^ the windows, and others 
nuhed for the stairs. Howerpr, Mr. Clowes instantlr 
tried to calm the people bj beginning to sing. This had 
the desired effect, and happilTno one was serionslv injured. 
Mr. Bailey, a friend of the missionary, addressed the 
people, and the meeting ended qnietly. In the erenii^ 
when the preacher and the congr^ation came together, 
they fonnd ** Sampson " had stolen a march npon them, 
and had closed all access to the warehouse, by potting 
on the door a large hanging lock. With this manoenrre 
of the Devil and of his agent the missionary and his 
friends appeared a little disconcerted. However, before 
any resolation was adopted, some one cried out, " You 
may preach in Sally Taylor's cellar." In a few minutes 
the missionary and his band were praising God below 
the level of the street, instead of ** up-stairs " in a room 
three stories high. These parties did not, however, 
much regret their inconvenience, as God began to work 
by his Spirit in the word delivered in the cellar, as 
he had done in the ** upper room.^' The case of one 
man is worth a passing notice. He came to the door of 
the warehouse after the proper time, and found it locked ; 
he then began to think what would be his condition if the 
door should be shut against him at the last day. This 
reflection piercing his soul, finally led him to repentance, 
and to the exercise of saving faith in the Lord Jesus. 

A great and glorious work now broke out in Leeds, 
many were converted, and Mr. Clowes's coadjutors and 
successors had great joy in their labours. And although 
the cause had much prejudice and difficulties to en- 
counter, it has now risen to a position of commanding 
influence and usefulness, both in the town and neighbour- 
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hood ; and those faithful and worthy men who stood 
forward in the day of small and feehle things have 
already a portion of their reward. 

Accompanied by a brother missionary, Mr. Clowes 
went to Beeston. Nothing particular occurred here, 
except a discussion between Mr. Clowes and his 
colleague, in the presence of a tea-party, on the subject 
of dress. On this subject Mr. Clowes's views were 
rigidly severe, and believing some expressions which had 
fallen might be construed so as to countenance the 
fashions of the world, he argued strongly for plainness 
and simplicity in attire, especially on the part of men 
and women professing godliness. 

From Beeston he again visited Dewsbury, and 
preached in Mr. J. Boothroyd's dwelhng-house ; but at 
this period the minds of the people were so much 
exercised with politics, that the story of the cross had 
biit little charms for them. 

At Seacroft and Alton all ranks drew up to hear, and 
the officials of other churches were very active in 
gathering the fruit. The early missionaries, by their 
powerful appeals in the open air, were the means of 
extensive awakenings among the people ; but having 
no chapels, many of those who had been greatly 
benefited by these open-air operations were drawn by 
relatives to the established place of worship belonging 
to other communities. Among the societies which were 
formed, often, in spite of prejudice and opposition, a 
member from other religious bodies occasionally came 
and assisted the rising sect, then everywhere spoken 
against as being without " respectability : " but these 
were few, compared with the number awakened under 
the missionaries who united with ot\\et eoTcvxcv\«i\'C\^%. 
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On the next visit to Knaresborough, our friend 
preached abroad, and made up the number of the church 
to thirteen ; but at the villages of Hough bottom and 
Gawthorp, the people appeared unconcerned and un- 
interested with his message. 

At Hull, on the 12th December, beheld the quarterly 
love-feast, and instead of having as the presiding preacher 
to fill up the time with talking himself, and beseeching 
the people to speak, they were from the first so rapid 
and incessant in relating the dealings of God with their 
souls, that he could not snatch an opportunity to state 
his own experience. 

On the 23rd, Mr. Clowes again visited the villages in 
the vicinity of Leeds. At Holbeck, he had a precious 
service ; one soul was set at liberty who had been 
awakened under a sermon he had preached in Leeds. 
He found the work progressing onwards at Knottingley 
and Brotherton. At Mr. Bailey's, Ferrybridge, a crowd 
of persons, called ploughmen, came in^ dressed in a fan- 
tastic manner, and asked for money. Mr. Clowes 
invited them to go down upon their knees and pray for 
mercy ; but the buffoons fled with the greatest precipi- 
tation, and the house was cleared. At Pollington he 
officiated in a tavern ; one soul was brought to God, and 
others were smitten with conviction. The next morn- 
ing, he " processioned " the village, and preached 
" walking sermons.** The people came out almost en 
masse. On visiting the villages of Arkindale and Marton- 
cum- Grafton, he found that a stale trick was resorted 
to in order to shut up his way. Some one industriously 
circulated the report that he was a mere " scamp," and 
had left a wife and family chargeable to the parish ; and 
another reported that he had been used to carry a pack 
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of *' soft goods " round the country. However, the Devil 
and his servants did not succeed in this species of defa^ 
mation ; the mission opened in all directions, and souls 
were continually added to the church, such as were 
saved. 

In travelling to Coneysthorp, he had a toilsome 
journey in the snow, and afterwards preached ; no one, 
however, offered him a morsel of the hread that perish- 
eth in return for the offer of the ** Bread of Life *' 
which he had tendered, and he had to toil hack to 
Knareshorough, where an old Scotch lady, Mary Brown- 
ridge, made him welcome to what her house afforded. 

At the next service at Marton - cum - Grafton, he 
preached in the Wesleyan chapel. In the midst of the 
worship, an infuriated woman rushed in and dragged 
out by sheer force her daughter, who had been praying 
for mercy. Three souls, however, were saved, and the 
meeting continued all night. At another service, it was 
supposed about twenty souls found peace ; and at Arkin- 
dale a great shaking took place among the dry bones. 
One person praised God aloud that ever he had sent the 
" camp-meeting Methodists " into the country. 

Whilst preaching in a house at Harrowgate (the 
fashionable watering-place) some wicked persons fas- 
tened the door ; however, he got out at the back part of 
the building. At Killinghall he preached in a joiner's 
shop ii and next morning, after taking breakfast at the 
house of Mr. Swails, two of the servant men cried for 
God's pardoning mercy, and one found it. Being again 
at Knareshorough, he departed on foot for Leeds, a 
distance of twenty miles, early in the morning ; a great 
quantity of snow had fallen during the night. As he 
was passing on through the village oi "SSL^te^cic^^^^ ^\vr 

K 
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tleman, on a yery fine horse, oyertook him. The follow- 
ing dialogoe then commenced : 

Gent, This is a yery winterly morning ! 

W. C. Yes, Sir, it is indeed. 

Gent, It is very hard for the game. 

W. a Yes, Sir. 

Gent. Where have you come from this morning ? 

JF, C. From Knaresborough, Sir. 

Gent, And whither are you going ? 

W. C, To Leeds, Sir. 

Gent. Pray what is the principal topic of the day in 
the mannfactnring districts ? 

W. C, Indeed, Sir ! I know hut little about the 
affairs of this world. 

Gent. Oh, indeed ! And what are you then ? 

W, C. Sir, I am a man employed about the things of 
eternity. 

Gent, Why, what employment is that ? 

W, C, Sir, it is the employment of " warning sinners 
to flee from the wrath to come.*' 

Gent, Well, and what do yoa say to them ? 

W, C, Sir, I say what Is involved in the commission 
which our Lord delivered to his disciples : " Go ye and 
preach the Gospel to every creature ; he that helieveth 
and is baptized shall be saved, and he that helieveth 
not shall be damned." 

Gent, Well, I believe that ; it is the Scripture : but 
what is to become of the heathen who never heard of 
these things 7 

W, C, They are to be saved. Sir, through Jesus 
Christ. 

Gent, What I and never heard of him ? 

^ O, Yes, Sir, there are many souls saved by Christ 
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who never heard of him ; for instance, all infant chil- 
dren, and many heathens who never heard of Jesus ; 
for, says the Apostle, " These having not the law, are 
a law to themselves ; which show the work of the law 
written in their hearts, their consciences also bearing 
witness, and their thoughts the meanwhile accusing or 
else excusing one another." Therefore those heathens 
who are faithful to the light given them, will be saved 
in the day of the Lord, by virtue of the great atone- 
ment, though they never heard the name of Christ in 
the preached gospel. 

Gent. Well, then, how are we to be saved in this 
countrv who have heard of Christ ? 

W. C. Sir, when we truly repent and believe in Jesus 
Christ, then we are justified and saved. 

Gent. Then, how shall we be justified at the day of 
judgment ? 

W, C, By works. Sir. 

Gent, What, then, have you never sinned since you 
were justified ? 

W, C. Sir, that is not immediately to the purpose ; 
the grace of God is ail-sufiicient to save. It saved 
patriarchs and prophets, fathers and confessors, down to 
the present period ; and the apostle says, ** Being free 
from sin, and become the servants of God, ye have your 
fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life." God's 
grace saves to the uttermost, saves the soul from all 
sin in this life ; and the heart emptied of all sin, and 
filled with the glory of God, this will inspire confidence 
at the day of judgment. 

GenL What! do you believe a man can live without sin ? 

W. C. Certainly, I am bound to believe it, as it i& 
the doctrine of Scripture. It is alao ^^ ^xw>c«aKcX. ^H. 

K 2 
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the Withers, and is expressed bj the Church of Eng^d. 
Were I to disbehere this blessed truth, I should snllr 
the glorj c^ the Great Atonement, limit the power of 
the Hoi J One, and live without those joys which God 
intends I should feeL The perfection of faith is the 
soul oi inward religion ; that strong faith which enables 
its possessors to do the will of God on earth as angels 
do it in heaven : and their doing the will of God, or the 
works wrought by their faith, will justify at the last 
day ; for then the Judge will say to such, " Well done, 
thou good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy 
of thy Lord." God, however, will have all the glory 
in the salvation of his people : " For we are saved by 
grace through faith, and that not of ourselves ; it is the 
gift of God." How important are the words of the 
apostle to you and me : " Work out your salvation 
with fear and trembling, for it is Grod that worketh in 
you, to will and to do, of his own good pleasure.** 

Gent, Well, then, you believe all this, do you ? 

W. C. Yes, Sir, I do, and I am a happy man. 

Gent, Then, if I believed as you do, I should be a 
miserable man. 

"The gentleman then turned his horse and rode 
ofF," says Mr. Clowes, " apparently dissatisfied with 
the strain of my remarks. I had not proceeded far 
before I reached a man brushing the snow from a heap 
of stones which he was going to break in order to repair 
the road. I asked him if he knew the gentleman riding 
along, * Oh, yes,' said he, * it is the vicar of Harewood.* 
Just as I was talking to the man, the vicar turned round 
and came back, apparently to hold another parley; 
but when nearly within speaking distance, he 
saddenly turned to the right a\)o\it wid ^«\\o^%d off. 
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** When the vicar had receded from my view, I insen- 
sihly fell into a train of reflection on what had heen 
said. The vicar observed, that if he believed as I do, 
he should be a miserable man ; why, then, if he be right 
and I wrong, I must be an insignificant and wretched 
object; for in the difierence of our outward circum- 
stances I am certainly at a strange discount. He rides 
a fine horse, is styled * The reverend the vicar of Hare- 
wood,' preaches seldom, has many servants, and receives 
hundreds of pounds a year. I have to travel on foot 
through snow and storm, generally many miles a day ; 
preach every night, with few exceptions, exercise much 
bodily and mental exertion, in very many cases not 
knovnng where to find a night's lodging, and have no 
certain dwelling-place. But notwithstanding all these 
privations, and the obloquy I endure as a missionary of 
the cross, I would not exchange positions with the vicar 
of Harewood ; for my religion makes my soul happy ; 
the experience of the full salvation which I enjoy is a 
heaven on earth ; infinitely more than a compensation 
for all the sufferings I endure, and the difficulties I am 
called to combat. I know also that I am in the place 
that God has assigned me ; he has confirmed his word 
in almost every place where I have been : and what are 
the grandeurs of state and the advantages of power 
in this world compared with what I enjoy ? Like the 
apostle I can say, ' Having nothing, yet possessing all 
things.' *' 

On our missionary reaching Leeds, his happiness was 
further heightened, on finding that the society was 
prospering — that it now consisted of seven classes, 
and that a large room had been taketL iot Y^^-wfisww^ 
services at jRichmond Hill. He ^aa xiovj e.oxB5lQt\5^^^ 
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lodged at the house of Mr. Smith, and the contrast 
between his domestic drcamstances and what thej 
were at the commencement of the mission were trulj 
great. 

On the 4th of March, 1820, accompanied bj several 
friends, he went to open Bipon. When he arrived 
at the citj he felt fatigued, and was indisposed for 
conversation ; and in a friend's house he sat down 
and waited on the Lord. Whilst thus engaged, a local 
preacher entered; and after looking at him a few 
minutes, asked him to praj. Thej then both fell 
upon their knees, and the power of God streamed 
down upon all in the house. The man then departed 
and told his master of the circumstance, and he sent 
for Mr. Clowes. On his arriving he was ushered into 
the sitting-room, where a stranger from the country 
was seated, and who was expected to preach. Mr. 
Inman asked Mr. Clowes to officiate in lieu of the 
stranger. He replied that he was ready to do the 
will of God, but as to preaching in the chapel instead 
of the person appointed, it would be necessary for 
them to view the matter in all its bearings. Mr. Clowes 
was, however, urged to comply, and did so, and the 
glory of Grod filled the place; several convictions 
took place, and the people were wound up to the 
highest pitch of excitement. 

After going over some of his old ground, Mr. Clowes 
met the society at Marton, and divided it into three 
classes ; and at a love-feast afterwards, three souls 
were converted. Mark Noble, a Wesleyan class-leader, 
wished to help Mr. Clowes in the work, and desired to 
lead one of the classes ; but this was disapproved of, 
aad be was ordered to dea\at kadiu^ the Primitive 
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Methodist class, or to give up his own. He, however, 
was unwilling to do either; consequently judgment 
was passed upon him, and he was expelled. He then 
became a Primitive Methodist, and went on his way 
rejoicing. His house, which had long been an hos- 
pitable abode for the other ministers, was abandoned 
by them, because the Primitive Methodist preachers 
were admitted to share its hospitalities. 

The work continued to enlarge, and at a visitation of 
the members, eighty were found in church-fellowship, 
and a chapel was soon erected. Mr. Clowes assisted 
at its dedication, when three souls found peace in be- 
lieving. In this revival brother Thomas Dawson was 
brought to God. Some of his relatives were anxious 
that he should attach himself to another community ; 
but he continued firm in his attachment to the people 
of his early choice. He afterwards commenced the 
itinerant ministry ; but being of delicate health, he soon 
located. He, however, has continued a most accept- 
able local-preacher, and an influential and useful office- 
bearer, having been frequently sent as a delegate to 
Conference, ^m the district in which he resides. 

At Whixley a promising work was begun, Mr. Clowes 
spoke in a bam, and many were affected. At a 
prayer-meeting, the Spirit ''fell upon the people as 
at the beginning." Some cried for mercy, and others 
pressed forward to know what was the matter. A 
mother was seen to embrace her son in his distress, 
ignorant of its cause; and a wife sprang forward, 
smote her husband, and draped him to the door; 
but blessed results followed this peculiar meeting, 
and three persons professed to be patdo\^ftd ^ksct^sc^^ 
JesQs' blood. This place, howcTCt, n«%s ^wAwsfc^^^^st. 
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Mrs. D. was threatened with the loss of her farm if she 
gave any more quarter to the meetings ; and not 
having moral courage to hrave the threat, and trust 
in God, the cause broke down. At Aldborough, 
whilst the missionary was preaching, one person tried 
to disturb the people ; but Mr. Clowes turned his eye 
upon him, and a society of seven members was formed 
even here. Ripon was again visited, and it was ascer- 
tained that the infant church had multiplied to sixty 
members. 

On returning to Leeds, Mr. Clowes had an interview 
with Mr. Miller, the Wesleyan minister, who had 
once been stationed in Burslem circuit, and who made 
Mr. Clowes a class-leader at Kidsgrove. They had not 
seen each other since the Primitive Methodist Con- 
nexion was formed. Mr. Clowes says : " When we 
cordially saluted each other, Mrs. Miller, who was 
present, immediately began to say that I had made a 
division in Methodism; but Mr. Miller checked her, 
and asked me if it was well with my soul. I told 
him that I felt a heaven within. He then asked me 
if any good had been done amongst us as a people. 
I told him that vast numbers had been converted. 
Mrs. Miller then said, *If you prosper, you will be 
the first, for none have prospered yet that have 
opposed the Wesleyans. But,' said she, 'is not 
Mrs, Dunnel at the head of you ? ' I replied, * Mrs. 
Dunnel was never in our society ; the first time I ever 
saw her was in Tunstall chapel with Mr. Miller, and 
he gave her his pulpit, and she preached.' *Well,' 

said she, *but don't they call you ?' *Yes,' I 

replied, * they do ; but we are called Primitive Metho- 
dists, as we wish to walk as closely as we can in the 
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steps of Mr. Wesley.' I observed, also, that when 
I first knew Mr. Miller, he wore a plam coat, but now 
he wore one in the first style. Mr. Miller repUed, 
that if he thought his coat offended any one, he would 
put it away ; he likewise said to Mrs. Miller, that it 
was always best to preserve a spirit of Christian love 
towards all; and remarked, that if we prospered as 
a Body, we must keep humble, and live in the full 
enjoyment of the love of Christ. We then parted, 
and I could not but admire the simplicity and Christian 
spirit of my old friend in this short interview." 



CHAPTER XIII. 

MISSION LABOURS. — YORKSHIRE. — DURHAM. 

1820, 1821. 

According to the decision of a preparatory meeting 
held at Nottingham, the first Conference was held at 
Hull, on the 2nd of May, 1820. The Conference 
was constituted of eighteen delegates, as representatives 
of the whole Connexion — six regular ministers and 
twelve laymen. The state and prospects of the Body 
were considered encouraging, the number in society 
was 7,842. There were preaching services morning 
and evening during the sittings, and camp - meetings 
on the Lord's day, at Hull, Keyingham, and Barrow, 
in Lincolnshire. Mr. Clowes attended the Barrow 
meeting ; there were two preaching stands, and ^Ye 
praying companies, and visible good was done among 
the thousands that attended. When the Conference 
was over, he attended another camp -meeting on a 
common, midway between Leeds and Dewsbury. 
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There was bat one preaching stand, bat there vac 
six praying companies which laboured effecthvlT.ini 
salvation was entreated for several penitent amners. 

At Earlsheaton and Daw-green, where he hdioaRd, 
heavenly light flashed through the souls of the beiren 
penetrating as the fluid from the charged clouds ; ni 
the next moniing, during Mr. Clowes's familj- Tisitii^ 
two persons professed to find the Lord. 

He now visited Gawthorp, Westerton Hall, and 
Alton. At the last place, a person^ who wished t» 
enter the itinerant work, preached in order that Mr. 
(ylowes might give an opinion on his fitness in being 
"apt to teach/' and the unction which accompanied 
his ministration. On hearing the candidate, it became 
his decided sentiment that he should remain in a local 
sphere some time longer. 

In travelling over old ground again, and speaking 
at Dcwsbury, he gave an exhortation before giying 
out a text to preach from. The Spirit of Grod was 
in both the exhortation and the sermon ; but a Quaker, 
one of his hearers, told him that he did the be^ before 
ho took a text. 

Mr. Clowes now travelled over some old ground in 
Hull circuit. At Ulceby several were in distress, but 
did not obtain mercy. He then told the people that 
those who wished for his assistance, must come to his 
lodgings. Two accordingly came, and were set at 
liberty. At Halton, a long village, he preached at both 
ends of it. At Winteringham all was hard and cold 
in feeling ; and sleeping in a cold room, he caught an 
additional cold. At Ferriby he had a gracious season ; 
there was a united and prosperous society there. In 
relation to Ferriby, a chapel case occurred, which Mr. 
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Clowes frequently related afterwards, as a warning 
where such matters were not carried on in a proper 
business-like manner; but with the excellent regula- 
tions of the Body on the whole question of chapel 
property, and the practical experience of the preachers 
and officials generally, such cases as the following are 
not likely to be played off now by low artifice and 
dishonesty. 

Ferriby was opened like the most of the villages in 
Yorkshire, by open-air preaching ; but no place offering 
for permanent preachings the clerk of the parish, 
a Wesleyan class-leader, offered a piece of land to 
erect a chapel upon, observing, that it had been shown 
him that if he did not do so, Grod would kill him. 
The friends, in the absence of Mr. Clowes, accepted 
the offer, and went round for subscriptions, which 
came in handsomely ; and in due time the chapel was 
finished. Mr. Clowes was sent to open it. Before 
service, while seated in the clerk's house, he asked 
him if the chapel deed was made, and the property 
properly conveyed for the use of the Primitive Metho- 
dists, who had erected it partly with public money. 

"No," replied the clerk's wife, "that chapel shall 
never be conveyed out of our family!" Mr. Clowes 
then asked the clerk how it was. He replied, " My 
wife has turned^' Mr. Clowes then began to remon- 
strate with the old woman on such injustice, but she 
said she did not eare* Mr. Clowes then proceeded to 
the opening services, but innsted that no collections 
should be made. The people were surprised, but 
sanctioned the conduct of the preacher, and censured 
the other parties. Shortly after, an attempt was made^ 
officially, to induce the clerk to sign a proper trust deed } 
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but he refused, and held the chapel as his own private 
property. 

Mr. Clowes afterwards visited the place, and after 
preaching, he met the society ; but whilst doing so, 
the clerk's wife came and threw open the chapel door 
and cried, '' Come out, come out of my chapel ; you 
shall have no more place here." They came out 
accordingly, and were kept out ; for shortly afterwards 
the clerk made the chapel into two dwelling-houses. 
This instance of sacrilege was an abomination both to 
God and man ; for the clerk, in promising the land, said 
if he did not give it he believed God would kill him. 
It is affecting to add, that he was quickly taken away 
and ''rooted out of his dwelling-place." 

About this period, Mr. Clowes preached in the 
market-place at Beverley to a vast multitude, but not 
without apprehensions of being arrested ; for the 
intolerant magistrates of that town had committed to 
prison Lorenzo Dow the American preacher, and 
also Dorothy Ripley, for preaching abroad. Mr. Clowes, 
however, fared better, and the good work prospered at 
Beverley, and an excellent chapel was at last erected in 
a commanding position in the Thursday Market. 

At Cherry Burton the gospel was preached by Mr. 
Clowes and others, but no one would furnish its advo- 
cates with any accommodation. At last Mr. Clowes told 
the people that he would leave them, and shake o£P 
the dust of his feet as a testimony against them. This 
declaration had a rousing effect, and some persons 
came forward to receive the servants of God. 

Driffield was next favoured with the labours of our 
apostolic missionary. He preached Christ and him 
cruciied in the theatre, where couvictvoivfoT sin attended 
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his appeals, and where one soul was washed in the hlood 
of the Lamh. In this town the labours of the holy and 
venerable John Oxtoby had been greatly blessed of God : 
a lively society had been raised and a chapel built. 

The ministry of this devoted man was remarkable for 
its simplicity and the divine unction which accompanied 
it. Mr. Byas, a venerable gentleman -in the town, was 
converted under it; and dying shcyjBtly^i after, he be- 
queathed the sum he had previous^ ^lent to the trustees, 
which placed the chapel property ^in easy circumstances. 
Driffield is now grea.t in our Israel. 

After visiting Middleton, Bainton, Lund, and other 
places, and producing strong excitement, which was 
turned to advantage by his colleagues and successors, he 
appeared again in ] Hull, and preached on the Sunday 
evening (probably in the open-air), when a large stone 
was thrown by some persecutors, which cut one of the 
brethren near the eye. He next took a tour in Holder- 
ness, and visited Patrington, Hedon, Preston, etc. At 
the last-mentioned place, he preached in the open air 
from our Lord's words, " If any man thirst, let him 
come unto me and drink ; he that believeth on me, as 
the Scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers 
of living water." It being a very dry summer, and there 
being felt a . great want of water, an old lady, who was 
standing by when the text was read, immediately ran 
down the village and told the people that waters had 
broken out against old Pallister's house, and everybody 
might have some. On this information, the people 
flocked up to see the wonder ; but they found that the 
waters which had broken forth were "living waters,'* 
and at that period they were flowing freely, making 
"glad the city of God." SeveiaV '^ict^ ^«x>i\^\^v^xs^'^^ss. 
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the living streams, and one individual felt them so 
refredhing to his soul, that he praised Grod aloud. 

In travelling to Eejingham, Burstwick, Ross, and 
other places, he found the mission work successfully sus- 
tained, and gradually extending in depth and breadth. At 
Eilnsea, he preached at Mr. W. Hodge's house ; several 
members of whose family were saved, and some became 
local preachers. At Spumpoint he visited the light- 
house, and prayed with the old lady who kept it ; and 
observing as he proceeded on the sea shore, how the sea 
was gaining on the land, and rolling against the churdi- 
yard, rendering visible the coffins and bones of the dead 
of prior generations, he fell into a profound meditation 
on the consequences of sin and the mysterious nature of 
death. 

At Bridlington Quay (noted for its numbers of 
fashionable visitors in the bathing season) there was 
prosperity, and early in Primitive Methodist history a 
good society flourished ; also at Flamborough the preach- 
ing of our missionary was soul-saving. He ascended 
to the top of the beautiful lighthouse, and was charmed 
with the splendid view presented from the lofty height ; 
he then prayed with the family of the keeper, and 
departed. 

At Hunmanby he was not so much interested, for, after 
preaching in the large room of the inn, they charged the 
poor missionary Ave shillings for the use of it, and he 
had to tramp four miles to secure a lodging for the night. 

The Hull quarterly meeting of December, 1820, de- 
cided that Mr. Clowes should commence a mission in 
Scarborough and the villages in its vicinity. 

Scarborough is in the North Biding of Yorkshire, 
celebrated for sea bathing and its mineral waters. 
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It stands on the recess of a beautiful bay^ on the shores 
of the German Ocean, rismg from the shore in the form of 
an amphitheatre. The buildings on the cliff are striking, 
having in front a terrace, nearly 100 feet above the level 
of the sands. An iron bridge, of four arches, seventy- 
one feet span, supported by stone pillars nearly seventy 
feet high, connects the terrace with a beautiful prome- 
nade, 350 yards in length. This beautiful walk leads 
to the Spa, and is in full view of the sea, harbour, town, 
and castle. The ruins of the ancient castle form a very 
picturesque object, and are a great ornament to the town. 
The promontory on which they stand rises nearly 300 
feet above the level of the sea. The area of the castle 
contains about nineteen acres. The castle was built about 
1136, and became the scene of important transactions in 
English history. Among the number of churches and 
chapels which flourish in this celebrated place, the 
Primitive Methodist chapel is not the least. The early 
history of Primitive Methodism here being in connection 
with our venerable Father, will be interesting to some. 
Brother John Coulson, now an aged minister, who has 
long faithfully served the Connexion, was appointed to 
accompany Mr. Clowes to Scarborough. When they 
got into the town, the news of their arrival quickly 
circulated, partly in consequence of a person the night 
previously having dreamed that he saw two " — — " 
preachers going up the streets of Scarborough with an 
intention to preach the Grospel, which dream he had 
made known to others. Several persons met together 
and arranged that Mr. Clowes should preach in a school- 
room, and Mr. Coulson in another place. The next 
morning Mr. Clowes spoke twice in the school-room 
and once in the open air. The conduct of the people was 
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highly respectful, good was done, and a society of serea 
memhers was formed. 

The next time he preached was on the hemntiliil sands, 
close to the sea, to a vast namher of hearers ; manj 
were moTed to seek the Lord, and ten more memhers 
were added to the infant church. The work continued 
to increase, and in progress of time a chapel was erected. 

Whitbj, another sea-port, was next missioned. The 
chief constable, while in his duty of taking prisoners to 
York, had heard Mr. Clowes preach out of doors in 
that city, and he told him, if ever he went to Whitbr, 
his house should be welcome to him ; and now he con- 
firmed his promise. Mr. Clowes occupied the market- 
place in Whitbj, and although the weather was cold, 
yet the people remained immovable until he had con- 
cluded. Some of Belial's servants endeavoured to create 
a disturbance, but they were overawed by the presence 
of the chief constable. Our friend next preached in the 
new market, and then in a lai^e room. The work of 
conversion went forward with accelerated speed, and in 
a short period, through the ministerial efforts of his 
worthy brethren, one hundred members were raised up 
and a chapel erected. 

At Cloughton he preached in a school-house ; many 
were drawn through curiosity to hear the ** strange man," 
and the work took effect. Various were the opinions 
expressed by the villagers ; some declared that he was 
drunk, others that he was a fool, and others that he was 
a " Merry Andrew ;" but some said that " he was * not 
ashamed of the Gospel of Christ,' but preached it faith- 
fully, and that under his preaching they had felt it to 
he the power of God unto salvation." 

Mr. W , the class-leader of the Wesleyans, who 
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was wise in his generation, became very active in gather* 
ing up the fruit, and his class soon rose from eight 
members to thirty. 

At Robin Hood's Bay Mf. Clowes preached, and 
many were awakened to a sense of their danger, and a 
society was formed of twelve persons. Here brother 
Branfoot assisted, and brother William Harland was 
present, who at that service resolved he would never rest 
till he found the "Pearl of great price," and which he 
afterwards found to the joy of his soul. After assisting 
to establish the cause in his neighbourhood, he embarked 
in the itinerant work, and, blessed with superior abilities, 
he has continued to devote them to God's cause among 
the Primitive Methodists. 

Mr. Clowes continued his labours for some time at 
Robin Hood's Bay and the adjacent places in the Dales 
and at Ay ton, where, amid considerable opposition, sinners 
were converted* At Seamer Moor a camp-meeting took 
place, at which Mr. Sampson Turner assisted, and good 
was done ; and at Snainton many were saved, but were 
lost to Primitive Methodism for want of chapel accom- 
modation. At last the erection of a chapel was accom- 
plished, and the society soon reached twenty- six in 
number. 

At Brampton, the preaching was conducted in a brick- 
yard. Some thought Sir George Cayley would interfere^ 
and take the active agents into custody ; but he did not 
trouble himself in the business. 

Mr. Clowes now started to visit the early scene of his 
mission labours, and attended the Tunstall Conference of 
1821. Several important matters were decided on, such 
as the establishment of a book-room and printing estab- 
lishment. Mr. Steele also stion^'j \w^<i^ ^i^^owx^^a 



146 LIFE OF 

consider the necessity of the itinerant preachers estab- 
lishing a friendly society, to be placed under their own 
control. 

At this meeting the Manchester delegates laboured to' 
obtain the sendees of Mr. Clowes to open new missions 
in their part of the country ; but it was settled that he 
should still be connected with the Hull circuit, whidi 
decision he himself thought was according to the will of 
God. 

On the Sunday, daring the session of Conference, he was 
appointed, in connection with Mr. Thomas King, to preach 
sermons on behalf of the second new chapel which the 
friends designed to erect in Tunstall. In the middle of 
Mr. Clowes' s address, the cries of penitent sinners were 
so great that he desisted, and a mighty praying sendee 
was continued until six in the eyening. It was supposed 
about twenty souls found pardoning mercy in the blood 
of the Lamb. In the eyening Mr. King preached, and 
the conyerting work still adyanced. 

After the June quarterly meeting at Hull, Mr. Clowes 
departed from that town to commence the Hutton Rudby 
mission. On his arriyal at Thirsk, he stood up in the 
spacious market-place, and addressed a large assembly. 
Mr. Greathead receiyed the stranger, and entertained 
him. Several effectiye services followed, a society was 
formed, and a place obtained for the celebration of 
Divine service. On his journey thence to Ripon he 
broke down with fatigue at Carlton, and took lodgings 
at the tavern. He discoursed on spiritual things to the 
family, and prayed with them. In the morning, he 
expressed a desire to preach on the village green ; but a 
farmer coming in, this was reported to him, and the 
farmer offered a house for the purpose, which was ac- 
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cepted, and a good company was convened. The 
preacher was also received into the farmer* s house, and 
treated with the greatest kindness. He next proceeded 
to Button Rudhj ; before entering it he sat down on a 
bank, pondering on his purposes, and wondering where 
he should find shelter, as night was approaching. Lift- 
ing up his eyes he saw a house, and a thought immedi- 
ately darted into his mind, — " God can open my way 
into that house." He then entered the village, and 
entered a prayer-meeting which had assembled. After 
the meeting ended, Mrs. Norman invited him to her 
house. The next day he preached in the open air to a 
large company; some were satisfied, but others were 
disappointed, for by report they had expected to see 
the preacher perform some jumping and other ludicrous 
movements in his religious services. One person, who 
had cherished much prejudice, was converted into a 
friend ; and Mr. Suggitt, the master of the house which 
Mr. Clowes thought God would open his way into, came 
forward and requested the missionary to make his house 
his future home. He then missioned Potto, Hilton, and 
Stokesly, near Roseberry Topping, and preached in the 
market-place; a drunkard attempted to disturb, but 
God^restrained him, and the crier was affected^ for he 
refused to accept the customary fee for announcing the 
services. 

The work advanced at Hutton Rudby ; on the Sunday 
morning Mr. Clowes preached on the village-green, and 
at Swainby formed a society of six members. At Potto 
many were affected ; three souls were converted, one of 
whom was Mr. Henry Hebbron, who became a distin- 
guished itinerant minister, and has laboured lon^ &CLd 
usefully in the northern districts. 

L 2 
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On the Sunday following these events, an extraordinary 
camp-meeting was held on Scarth Nick mountain; it 
was a favourable dav, and it was supposed 2,000 
people were present. The praying movements were 
strong and effective, and the addresses mighty through 
the unction which attended them. In the afternoon a 
shout was heard in the camp ; four souls were made 
happy. A farmer was so excited with the new life he 
felt, that he invoked the hills and dales to join him in 
praise to God. He declared that God had pardoned all 
his sins, and had made him happy beyond descriptioD. 
On returning home, he told his wife and servant what 
God had done ; and they also sought and found the 
Lord. This camp-meeting was very remarkable in its 
effects ; it opened the mission on all sides, and was like 
** bread cast upon the waters ; it was seen after many 
days." 

Mr. Clowes' s next special effort was at Northallerton, 
in the open air, where he held forth to about 1^000 
persons^ and -all was as tranquil as could be desired. 
He then went over a few of the villages previously mis- 
sioned. On missioning Broughton, he stayed with Mr. 
Hutchinson, and a Mr. Taylor came in and invited the 
missionary to dine. He accepted the invitation, and on 
proceeding to the house he informed him that he had a 
servant man who was very wicked, but advised that 
nothing should be said to him, as he believed the Lord 
had given him up. 

Before dinner the man came into the house for some 
purpose, and Mr. Clowes offered him his hand. He 
refused, but Mr. Clowes persevered, took hold of 
the man's hand, lifted up his heart to heaven in prayer 
for him, and the Lord touched the sinner. 
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After dinner, Mr. Clowes knelt down beside him, and 
pressed into the exercise of faith. The man broke forth 
into strong cries for mercy, and before prayers were 
ended, God saved this sinner. The inmates of the house 
were astonished at these proceedings, and looked on the 
missionary as some unearthly being ; but his time being 
gone, he bade them farewell, and hastened to his 
preaching engagement at Bwainby, where he preached 
in a blacksmith's shop, and obtained seven fresh candi- 
dates for church communion. At Brompton, after preach- 
ing abroad next day, seven more united in church 
fellowship, and at Hutton Rudby the society had in- 
creased to twenty-nine. A camprmeeting was held on 
High Sutton Moor, when two persons were saved. Mr. 
J. Wood, the farmer who was saved at Scarth Nick 
camp-meeting, invited the missionary to go to preach at 
Weathercote, where he resided. Accordingly, brother 

A and the missionary went in a wagon and preached 

abroad ; then drove on into Bilsdale, and preached to a 
large company, crowded into three rooms on the ground 
floor. At the general prayer-meeting which followed 
these preachings, about twenty souls were made happy, 
and the praying did not cease until midnight. At 
Chopgate, it was announced for preaching at three o'clock, 
P.M. Before the time arrived, it was surprising to 
witness so many people coming over the hills on a week- 
day to worship God. The meeting was, however, in- 
terrupted in consequence of the rain ; but as there were 
three preachers, they divided into three companies, and 
took up positions at dwelling- houses, where they routed the 
enemy at all points, *' turning the battle to the gate." 
Another service was held at Mr. Wilson's, and a society 
formed of eighteen. The next monmv^ «X. ^wxs^ ^x»?^<Bt^ 
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the whole famflT, parents, diildmi, and scrrmt, cried 
to Grod for salTation. This wms a grand si^t ! 

On returning to Hntton Bodbr, Mr. Clowes preached 
on the Sabbath ; the next daj a meeting was conyened 
to arrange for the building of a chapd. This badness 
being ended, he commenced a joumer again into Bils- 
dale, accompanied by a friend ; but before thej reached 
the place, they were benighted. They had to cross a 
steep mountain, and when they arrived at Bir. Wilson's, 
they were almost exhausted, and the house was so 
crammed that they could not get in. Bir. Clowes, 
therefore, called upon the people to come out, and they 
poured out like a flood. It being dark, some cried, 
*' Where is he ? where is he ? " (letting a lantern and 
chair, he stood up by one side of the hoase, and 
preached. When he had finished, he invited those 
seriously disposed to enter the house; and in a few 
minutes the house was so filled, that there was no room 
to kneel. God, however, saved souls. Next day he 
crossed the moors, drenched with rain, to Stilton, where 
he preached. Next day be proceeded eight miles in a 
heavy storm to Mr. Wood's, and thence to Chopgate, 
where he preached to a huge assembly of all conditions, 
and at night met the class at Anterly, where the society 
had increased to twenty-three members. 

After making a plan to direct his colleagues in the 
mission, in which he had opened many places, travelled 
400 miles on foot, his whole expenses amounting only 
to thirty shillings in nine weeks, he started for Hull 
quarterly meeting, travelling by way of Thirsk, Ripon, 
and Leeds. 

The next mission in which the efforts of our vene- 
rable friend were promment vraa BaTlln^ton, and its 
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contiguous villages, situated in the county of Durham. 
In North Gate, Darlington, he addressed an attentive 
congregation, and the same day travelled eight miles to 
Ingleton, and after singing up the street, he delivered 
an exhortation, and held a prayer-meeting at the house 
of WilUam Young. On the Monday evening he spoke 
again, and after an exciting time, a society of fifteen 
members was joined. 

The next Sabbath he preached abroad at Darlington, 
when it was computed that the assembly numbered 
2,000 persons. He afterwards walked to Ingleton, and 
preached, and led class. The next evening he was at 
Cockfield, and the following at Evenwood, where one 
soul professed to find peace. 

On Sunday, he lifted the banner of the cross in 
Bondgate, Darlington, and in the evening met the 
society at the quarterly visitation, at Ingleton. Re- 
turning to head-quarters at Darlington, he assembled 
the members o^ his mission, to give them a statement 
of the financial affairs of the Hull circuit. It appears, 
that as the Hull circuit, remarkable from the beginning 
for missionary speculation, was now approaching a 
crisis, a change of policy was required. The expenses 
of some of its missions were becoming very heavy, and 
it was ascertained that the expenditure was exceeding 
the income. It had, therefore, been suggested by Mr. 
Clowes at the Hull board, that if money did not come 
in to pay the salaries, each preacher should be paid 
short, married and single in proportion ; that no more 
meat bills should be charged, but that the people be 
invited to furnish board, informing them that however 
simple and plain, it would be acceptable. These regu- 
lations were highly beneficial, aa t\vft^ Q^«t«X&^ ^^ ^i&\.^ 
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preyent the circuit debt from accumulating, and in 
preserving the cause from bankruptcy. Thej were 
also partially adopted by the Connexion after Hull 
circuit had tested their working. Hence it is impossi- 
ble for any circuit to embarrass itself with a circuit 
debt. On stations where the receipts are inadequatCi 
the preachers and their families suffer the deficiency ; 
but an appeal is made to the liberalities of the societies, 
and generally the voluntary principle rallies itself to 
adjust the balance-sheet. For " even so hath the Lord 
ordained, that they which preach the gospel should live 
of the gospel." ** For the labourer is worthy of his 
meat." And the friends at Darlington came forward 
heartily, and responded to the appeals of their mission- 
ary pastor, when they understood the necessities of the 
case submitted to their consideration. Accompanied 
with a colleague, Mr. Clowes proceeded on his mission- 
ary tours to Redworth. A woman undertook to 
lecture the missionaries for their loud speaking ; and 
they in their turn exhorted her to get religion, to save 
her from sin and hell, before she undertook the office 
of instructor on matters she did not understand. At 
Bishop Auckland our missionary preached in an upper 
room, the floor of which was decayed, and the props 
giving way, the danger was threatening ; but by prompt 
effort the floor was secured, and our friend formed a 
small society. He now went on to Barnard Castle, a 
town missioned by Samuel Laister. A society of 120 
members had been raised there in four months. Here 
Mr. Clowes preached to vast assemblies with blessed 
effect, and he then proceeded to Darlington to assist in 
the opening of the new chapel in that town. 

When the quarter was expired, aud the Hull board 
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met, it was found that the financial affairs had im- 
proved; and at the December quarterly meeting at 
Hull, the first missionary meeting was held. Thomas 
Thompson, Esq. of Hull, presided, and declared he 
had never attended a better missionary meeting. He 
gave a handsome donation to the mission funds. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

MISSION LABOURS. — NORTHUMBERLAND.' — CUMBERLAND.-* 

WESTMORELAND. 

1822—1823. 

It being determined to extend the Connexion's missions 
into the northern counties, and even beyond the Scot- 
tish borders, should God open the way, our fearless 
missionary proceeded on his track, having the utmost 
confidence of success. 

After publishing the message of salvation at Mickle- 
ton, Wolsingham, Stanhope, and Barnard Castle, and 
directing his colleague to take up Westgate, he then 
visited Newcastle-on-Tyne, and preached on the Bal- 
last ^ Hills. He was warmly received at Byker, by an 
old friend, William Morris, who met, in the beginning 
of the Connexion, in Mr. Steele's class, and who at- 
tended the first camp-meeting on Mow Hill, but had 
now removed to Newcastle. William Morris and John 
Davison were among the first who co-operated in the 
Newcastle mission, and the latter, after labouring as a 
travelling preacher in England twenty-four years, went out 
in 1847 as a Primitive Methodist missionary to Canada 
West, British North America. Newcastle, so cele- 
brated for Methodism in the day a o^ ^Orav.^^^'e^^^j^^ 
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speedy encouragement to Primitive Methodist exertions ; 
and then Mr. Clowes hastened on to open South and 
North Shields, and Sunderland. On a Sunday evening 
he preached in a school-room at North Shields to a 
crowded audience, and desired any who had got good 
to remain after the preaching service. Several re- 
mained, and finding that they were determined to serve 
God, he formed them into a church. He now visited 
Blyth, Howden Pans, and Monkseaton. On Sunday, the 
1 7th, he preached at North Shields ; the word was 
powerful, many were smitten with convictions, and 
seven fresh members joined. On the evening following, 
he preached abroad, at the upper part of the town, and 
formed a fresh class. The two Sabbaths following he 
renewed his efforts three times in the open-air, with 
powerful effect. Such exertions to save sinners had 
been rarely witnessed, and many sea-faring persons and 
colliers turned to the Lord ; and the most sceptical 
were constrained to bear their testimony to the genuine 
fruit that appeared as the reward of extraordinary 
efforts, directed by burning zeal for God's honour and 
glory. 

At Sunderland a long room was taken for preaching, 
a sort of sail loft ; and the glorious services in that 
obscure and humble place will never be forgotten. Mr. 
Clowes says, ** On the Tuesday evening I spoke in a 
long room in Sunderland ; we had a very large company, 
and many souls cried for mercy. The next day I 
waited on one pierced with conviction, and whilst 
praying, God saved her sister, who was present. The 
old lady, the mother, entered the room to order silence, 
because the people in the street were saying, ' Ah ! these 
men mH turn the woman's head.' " 
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The missionary, ever active and never disposed to 
"rest upon his oars/' next preached at Jarrow and 
Hilton Ferry ; and on the Sabhath opened a large room 
for preaching at South Shields. Large numbers could 
not gain admittance, but in preaching he was much 
straitened. At the prayer-meeting which followed, the 
emissaries of hell were strong and active in their opposi- 
tion ; and the congregation was agitated with confusion, 
but amid a trying service two souls professed to find 
the Lord. More ministerial assistance arriving in the 
mission, Mr. Clowes started for the Loughborough 
Conference of 1822 ; and on the evening of his arrival 
he preached in the chapel, and two persons were saved. 
At this Conference the number of members was 25,218, 
being an increase for the year of 8,824 ! 

We now find Mr. Clowes again in the " long room " at 
Sunderland amidst a crowd of seeking souls, and labour- 
ing in a protracted meeting until ten, p.m. The day 
following he was at Jarrow, afterwards at East Boldon, 
Percy Main, among the colliery population, and then 
amidst the sailors and river men at South Shields. Ac- 
companied by John Nelson, he travelled to Morpeth 
and preached abroad. A person having the appearance 
of a gentleman, became clamorous, and attempted to dis- 
turb the people. Mr. Clowes fixed his eye on him, and 
waited upon God. The man became more furious, and 
rushed forward, apparently with an evil design ; but he 
appeared held in check by an invisible power. This re- 
minded Mr. Clowes of that passage in Job xxxviii. 1 1 : 
" Hitherto shall thou go, but no further ; and here 
shall thy proud waves be stayed." 

In going over the old ground in the vicinity of Sun* 
derland, there were gradual ac(i^^^v^t^% \g».^'^ v.^ ^^^ 
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societies ; and the financial affairs kept pace with the 
numerical increase. In holding a preparatory quarterly 
meeting to prepare for the general quarter-day board at 
Hull, which was customary in all the branches and 
missions in those days, Mr. Clowes and T. and J. 
Nelson were accommodated in the house of Dr. Oxley. 
During the evening a terrible storm arose, which blew 
down a lofty chimney and broke in the roof close by 
where the parties slept. Mr. Clowes was awakened by 
the noise of the wind, and had risen before the chimney 
fell. He roused his companions ; the Doctor called 
on his visitors to quit the room. They contrived to 
escape by the top of the roof, which lay on the stairs, 
holding by a wall ; the family also escaped, and took 
refuge in the house of a neighbour. The storm con* 
tinned to rise until three o'clock in the morning, when 
it ceased, without inflicting any more injury upon the 
Doctor's house than that already named. 

Cumberland, with its rugged mountains, had now to 
be traversed by our persevering missionary ; but on this 
occasion he commenced operations in the cathedral city 
of Carlisle, and preached his first sermon in a hat ware-, 
house. He was immediately surrounded by kind friends, 
and was blessed with much enlargement and joy of soul 
in labouring among them : every circumstance indicated 
prosperity, and the elements of a gracious work 
Appeared rapidly to form. On the Sabbath, after labour^ 
ing in Carlisle, he preached at Little Corby, and formed 
a class of four members ; and then pushed on to Bramp* 
ton, where he preached afternoon and evening. In this 
village Mr. William Lawson bad embarked in the infant 
cause with all his characteristic ardour, and laboured 
extensively as a preacher on the new mission ground. 



WILLIAM CLOWES. 157 

He afterwards (1830) emigrated with his family to 
Canada, and in the genuine missionary spirit commenced 
preaching in the market place, etc., in Toronto (York), 
and founded Primitive Methodism in British North 
America. The work now forms two districts, comprising 
2,671 members and 35 ministers ! At Brampton, the 
original residence of Mr. Lawson, much good was done ; 
and several souls were converted at successive services. 

On the following Lord's day at Carlisle, a large and 
disorderly multitude assembled at the hat warehouse, in 
consequence of a ludicrous advertisement in the news- 
papers, setting forth that some mad fellows like the 
Prince of Denmark would perform there, and a coUec- 
^tion would be made. God, however, did not suffer the 
vricked to triumph ; he strengthened his people in the 
hour of need, and the enemy, who came in as a floods 
found a standard raised against him. On examining 
the society, Mr. Clowes found seventy members, and 
his joy was intense. He observes, "1 now began 
to visit from honse to house, and felt in that employ- 
ment much of heaven in my soul. I experienced a 
stronger love to perishing sinners, and a greater anxiety 
to pluck the brands from the burning." 

He visited Penrith, and preached several times vrith 
good effect, and on his way to Hull he preached at Mr. 
Sainty's at Haltwhistle. Whilst agonising in prayer, 
and intreating the Lord to come and heip poor souls, 
one old lady exclaimed " Zounds ! What does the man 
mean ? I am sure if God is coming, 'tis time for me to 
go." Accordingly she hasted out with all speed. 

But as with the mariner, it is not always sunshine and 
plain sailing, but with an anxious eye and a trembling 
heart he sometimes sees a storm gathering on the distant 
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horizon, and prepares his gallant hark to encounter its 
outbursts; so our venerable father, on his passage 
through life, had storms to combat. It is true he held 
constant communion with his God ; the work of God 
generally prospered in his hands, and the predominating 
feeling of his soul was joy in the Lord — ^yet offences 
will come, with their attendant perplexities, to try men's 
souls. — ** We must through much tribulation enter into 
the kingdom of heaven." 

In the Brompton circuit a division had taken place, 

headed by T. J and a considerable part of the circuit 

had espoused his cause. As Mr. Clowes had missioned 
the country, it was deemed advisable for him to go and 
try to recover the lost members ; when he arrived on 
the spot, and heard and saw the state of things, he was 
brought into deep distress. The chapel at Button 
Rudby, which was a Primitive Methodist chapel, was 
in the hands of the party ; and the chapel keeper re- 
fused to give up the key. Mr. Clowes, however, an- 
nounced that he should preach in the chapel on the 

Sunday ; but on arriving there, he found T. J in 

possession of the pulpit. He went up and requested 
him, in the name of the Primitive Methodist Connexion, 
to give place, but he refused. Mr. Clowes then walked 
out and preached in the open air. In the evening, how- 
ever, he and his friends got the start of the faction, and 
were at the chapel door first. The people began to be 
excited, and he, being afraid of a breach of the peace, 
lifted up his heart to God for help, knowing that he 
was engaged in a just cause. At that period one of T. 

J 's party went to the police officer and desired him 

to lead T. J into the chapel ; but the police replied, 

Mr. Clowes had an equal right, for the money he had 
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given towards building the chapel he had given to Mr. 
Clowes. The party then retired, and had preaching at 
the end of the town, and Mr. Clowes and his friends 
worshipped where they were. However, the matter 
ended by Mr. Clowes and his friends forcing possession, 

which they kept. The party of T. J gradually 

dwindled down, and with its extinction the trouble 
passed away. The society afterwards rose and prospered. 

The Conference of May, 1823, took place at Leeds; 
the friends there displayed the utmost hospitality to its 
delegates, and the religious services were of a powerful 
and converting order. The report of the Connexion 
was — 45 circuits, 202 travelling preachers, and 29,472 
members. "In looking," says Mr. Clowes, "into 
Crowther's 'History of the Methodists,' I find that 
Mr. Wesley opened his twenty-fourth conference in 
London. Mr. Whitfield attended the last two days. It 
was at this conference that Mr. Wesley began to publish 
the number of members ; they stood as follows, — 40 
circuits, 104 preachers, and 25,914 members; thus it 
will be seen, from this view, that the Primitive Metho- 
dist body stood more in number at the period of its 
fourth Conference ' than the Wesleyan body at the time 
of its twenty-fourth ! " 

This statement of the two bodies is not introduced 
here through a feeling of vain glory and ostentatious 
parade ; but simply to give God the glory in blessing 
the labours of a humble band of men in their attempts 
to rescue, principally from the lower orders of the popu- 
lation, so many thousands from sin and misery, in order 
to praise Him both on earth and in heaven. 

To the Wesleyan body the Primitive Methodists 
generally cherish the warmest s^m^^\Xv^ ^\A ^ ^^^^^^S6S. 
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attachment ; many of them believing that the Wesleyans 
have accomplished the largest amount of good in the sal- 
vation of sinners of any denomination on earth. Maj 
they still advance in their glorious march of usefulness, 
and assist in hastening on the universal triumphs of our 
common Lord ! 

Mr. Clowes was now invited to visit once more the 
scene of his early labours, in order to preach for the 
benefit of the Tunstall Sunday-school. The coIlectioDS 
amounted to 40/., a larger sum than had ever before 
been collected on a similar occasion in that town. He 
thence proceeded to Liverpool, on his way to mission 
Whitehaven. At Liverpool, on the Sunday evening, 
he was in his full glory ; the trumpet gave a certain 
sound. Getting safely to his new station, after 
preaching at Workington, Harrington, etc., he opened 
Whitehaven by three services on the Sabbath. There 
was fierce opposition, which the missionary construed 
as a token of good ; and one person, at least, was 
awakened to a vivid sense of his danger. At Low 
Mill the converting work began, and at St. Bee's good 
was done. Brother Beatie, who afterwards became 
a useful travelling preacher, was of the fruit of this 
mission. 

When Mr. Clowes was preaching at Chater, and dwel- 
ling ou the omnipresence of the Deity, one man cried 
out, " Why, I never heard such a fool in my hfe.'* Mr. 
Clowes immediately replied, that many thought the same 
of Noah whilst he was building the ark, and warning 
sinners to flee from the wrath to come ; but that when 
God had shut him and his pious family in the ark, 
and shut all the rest of the inhabitants of the earth 
out, they would no doubt change their opinion when 



WILLIAM CLOWES. 161 

the flood came. He then followed with a succession 
of pointed appeals, which produced an effect on all 
present ; and when the service terminated, there were 
six anxious inquirers. This effort cost him consider- 
able bodily and mental expenditure of strength, and 
he was also drenched in rain on returning to his 
lodgings ; but the consideration that God had used 
him to benefit his fellow-creatures, bore him up under 
such circumstances. 

On this mission it was resolved to hold a camp- 
meeting, upon Harris Moor. This was a new -thing 
in this part of the country, and its novelty and singular 
aspects drew to it vast multitudes. The meeting, 
however, was not continued beyond mid-day, as the 
rain began to fall ; but before the retreat from the 
battle-ground was sounded, four souls rejoiced in victory 
through the blood of the Lamb. The meeting was 
resumed in Fox-lane warehouse, and a mighty cry for 
pardoning mercy arose ; and when all was concluded, 
it was ascertained that ten had found peace with God. 

Mr. Clowes had now to leave his work for a time 
to meet the preachers in Hull, to assist them in forming 
their friendly society. Remarking on this meeting, 
he says : " At this time there existed a feeling of strong 
dissatisfaction among certain parties disapproving of 
many matters in the constitution of the Connexion, 
and which appeared likely to result in a division. I 
laboured to the utmost to place the state of things in 
a proper light, and to show the importance of following 
the way of Providence, and of pressing on to convert 
the souls of men. By the influence which God enabled 
me to wield over the disaffected, the feeling of hostility 
died away, and in a missionwy Ta^^\i«\%^ vx^^^'^Vr^ 
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hj twenty travelling preachers on the platform, union 
and co-operation in converting the world swallowed 
up every other consideration, and we parted, every man 
to his station, resolved to unfurl the hanner of the 
cross with unflinching intrepidity and devotedness. 

Hastening again into the north of England, he 
united the Penrith and Brough missions, and sent 

brother J to Carlisle branch. The friends in Kendal 

having erected a chapel, he went thither and dedicated 
it to the service of the Most High God. The work 
proceeded prosperously in Whitehaven under the 
missionary in charge of it ; and passing through the 
towns and villages of Cockermouth, Great Clifton, 
Dissington, Workington, Harrington, Egremont, etc., 
God confirmed his servant's word by signs following. 
He now bade his friends in the north farewell ; and with 
a heart overflowing with gratitude for the glorious 
success he had realized in the northern counties, he 
arrived safe at Hull to report progress, and to rejoice 
the hearts of the brethren as the messenger of " good 
tidings of good." 



CHAPTER XV. 

MISSION LABOURS. — LONDON. 
1824. 



London, the mammoth city, the metropolis of Britain, 
now looms before us in connection with the subject of 
our memoir. To attempt a sketch of this " emporium 
of the world," would be folly ; its prominent features 
would fill a volume. A city, the first in Britain, and 
Britain the first empire ou eailla, i^osaesaing one-eighth 
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portion of the globe — oneHBeventh of the world's popula- 
tion—one hundred and eighty millions, and embracing 
forty colonies. Her power is felt in all chmes. She 
commands the '' highway of nations." Her proud navy 
guards her remotest lands, where flow " rivers unknown 
to song," and floats like enchanted castles along her 
own sea-girt shores : 

** Britain needs no bulwarks, 
No towers along the steep ; 
Her march is on the mountain. wave, 
Her home is on the deep." 

London, the heart of this mighty Britain, is appall- 
ing to ponder on — two milUons, three hundred 
thousand beings are there ! and yearly it is adding to 
its masses between forty and flfty thousand souls. 
There flow from this yast heart, the missionary, the 
Bible, and innumerable streams of philanthropy ; but 
there are also within this heart awful depravity and 
refined wickedness. Many a faithful servant of God, 
when called up from the provinces to labour among the 
vast hive of beings in London, has felt his heart tremble 
within him ; and our beloved father felt something of 
this when summoned to this vast field ; but not merely 
on account of the greatness and wickedness of London, 
but principally on account of the condition of Primitive 
Methodism in the city at that period. It appears 
that Leeds circuit had, in the first instance, sent its 
missionaries to London; and when the cause was a 
little advanced, it made the mission into a circuit. 
Afterwards disagreement took place among the leading 
oflicials, and the small circuit was divided. But this 
arrangement did not prosper ; and to save the cawift. 
from extinction, Hull circuit Niraa te(\a&^^^ \a \»^^ ^s^ 
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the work now rapidly sinking. Accordingly Mr. 
Clowes was appointed *' leading missionary " for London, 
on behalf of the Primitive Methodist Connexion. 

He preached his first sermon in Pimlico, on Jan. 
1 1 th, in a small room which held about sixty people. 
A considerable portion of the congregation he took 
with him from another part of the city. Finding the 
prospect here discouraging, and the rent of the room 
expensive, he advised the giving up of the place ; which 
was immediately done. At Westminster, where he 
preached in the evening, the aspects were more 
cheering. At Old Brentford, the next Sabbath, there 
was a small company ; and at Westminster, in the 
evening, a full house, and he had a gracious season. 

An official meeting was now held at the house of 
Mrs. Gardiner (a true friend and nursing mother to 
the cause in its infancy), to adopt various regulations 
for more efficiently carrying on the missionary opera- 
tions. On February 1st, the signs at Brentford were 
more promising: at Hackney-road he preached with 
success ; and at Westminster the work began to move ; 
one soul professed to find salvation. On the Friday 
evening two joined the minister's class; and the 
Sabbath after, two more souls were converted. Both 
branches of the work now became incorporated, and 
in ten weeks twenty-two members had been added ; 
the whole society in London then amounting to only 
eighty-two members. 

Mr. Clowes still continued his persevering efforts, but 
felt that financial difficulties pressed hard. In the 
extremity, Mrs. Gardiner advanced 100/. on a note; 
which she afterwards generously cancelled in fayour 
of the cause. In the soutYi oi Londsn^^Vict^Mx. Clowes 
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preached, God blessed his efforts with fruit ; but at 
Shad well and Cooper's Gardens, he did not witness 
those results which his ardent soul longed to see. 
This caused him to weep in private, and pray that God 
would make bare his holy arm in *' mighty Babylon/' 
and giye him abundant fruit as he had granted him 
in other places. He now frequently remarked that 
it was harder to get souls converted in London than 
in the provinces, and that in order to realize success 
in London on an average with that of other places, 
the London ministry required a holier and deeper 
baptism from heaven. " Lord send it just noWy' was 
his earnest and constant prayer. 

Mr. Clowes had now to leave his charge for a short 
time, to attend the Halifax Conference^ taking Tunstall 
in his way to visit his partner in life who had been for 
some time afflicted. The number of members at this 
Conference was 33,507 ; being an increase for the year 
of 4,035. 

On the Sabbath after his return to London, he 
preached in Shadwell, and had a blessed day. Several 
converted Primitive Methodist sailors, from the ports of 
Shields and Sunderland, were in the habit of attending 
the preaching at Shadwell when they were in London ; 
and on this Sabbath Mr. Clowes was much interested 
in taking tea on board the '' Jane and Elizabeth," and in 
praying with the captain and crew. 

He now, accompanied by J. Nelson, went to Cam- 
bridge to preach at the re- opening of the chapel, a new 
gallery having been erected therein. Mr. Clowes 
preached in the evening ; but he felt his soul straitened, 
which he attributed to the presence of the learned 
gownsmen present \ for there 'wexe \\x xJCkfc ^ixy^'^^'sS'^^^"^ 
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party of collegians, and such hearers he had not heen 
accustomed to address. 

On the morning of July 4th, a camp-meeting was 
held at Stoke Newington. In the morning the congre- 
gation was slender, hat in the afternoon it considerably 
increased. A slight disturbance arose from a few boys 
driving a cow among the people ; but the meeting 
succeeded well, the praying was powerful, and many 
who had exhibited signs of levity became impressed 
with seriousness. " But," said the good man, '* London 
is London still, — careless, trifling, gay, and hardened 
through the deceitfulness of sin." The camp-meeting 
love-feast was held at the chapel at Cooper's Gardens. 
The experience of the things of God which was ex- 
pressed was satisfactory, and in the prayer-meeting which 
wound up the services of the day several souls found 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

" On Sunday, August 8th," says our friend, " my soul 
being stirred in me on seeing the awful profanation of 
the Lord's day in Clare-market, I stood up among the 
wicked and besought them to forsake their evil ways, and 
to turn to God. A crowd soon gathered around me, 
some shouted in derision, others laughed, and many- 
stared with astonishment at this new thing which had 
taken place. Many, however, heard with attention ; and 
God on this occasion made bare his holy arm, for one 
person was convinced of the sin of Sunday trading, and 
forthwith abandoned it. By God's mercy I finished 
my sermon, and then announced to preach again the next 
Sabbath, and retired. 

" Next Sabbath, in company with a few friends, I went 
to the market again. Alas I iniquity was flourishing, 
having and selling going on m defiance of the laws of 
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heaven and earth ; but we found a policeman appointed 
to take me into custody, if I should attempt to preach 
and disturb the market. I however went forward, 
singing a hymn. I had not proceeded far before yells 
and execrations rang out on every side. The policeman 
came up and ordered me to desist, and come down. 
I requested him to exhibit his authority ; he then pulled 
out his truncheon and said, * This is my authority,' 
averring if I did not desist in five minutes he would take 
me, observing he had heard me before, and that I 
should not be permitted any longer to disturb the 
market people. 1 told him I had authority from the 
King of heaven to warn Sabbath-breakers of their fate, 
and if I must be committed for discharging my duty to 
God and man it must be so. However, just as the 
officer was about to 'do his duty,' a Mr. Shephard 
who lived near stepped up, and said I should be wel- 
come to preach to the people through his window, if the 
police would not suffer preaching in the market. Several 
of my friends recommended me to accept of this offer. 
Accordingly Mr. Shephard took me to his front window, 
and opening the casement I stood and preached with all 
my might to the unruly throng. We had a gracious 
time. I was in my full glory, and poured forth the 
thunders of the law of God upon the rebels against God 
and the king. I then went down to Westminster and 
preached in the open-air. The Philistines were again 
upon me ; the abandoned of God and man, like incar- 
nate Devils, howled around. However, I called upon the 
multitude to repent and believe the gospel ; and, con- 
trary to my expectations, I finished my address, and 
retired without suffering any injury. God was pleased 
on this occasion to say, * H\lVvet\.ci ^^e^^. ^wi. ^^ 
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and no further ; and here shall thy proud waves be 
stayed/ " 

Mr. Clowes now visited Sheerness and preached in 
Mr. Lyle's school-room, and some good was done. 
Mr. Lyle afterwards was taken out as an itinerant 
minister ; and after travelling with acceptance went out 
to Canada West, and embarked in the mission work in 
that province where he has laboured several years with 
increased usefulness. 

Mr. Clowes was much interested with the novel scenes 
presented to his attention in Sheerness ; such as the 
Government dock -yards, the convict ships, and the 
hundreds of convicts labouring in the yards and on the 
roads, the large ships of war riding in the Medway and 
at the Nore, some of them carrying 120 guns, etc. 

*' On Oct. 30th " he says, " I went to witness the exe- 
cution of Fauntleroy, the celebrated rich banker, who was 
hanged at the Old Bailey for forgery ; but the crowds 
were so dense that I could get no nearer than Skinner- 
lane. What has sin done for thousands, — pain, banish- 
ment, and ignominious deaths, are some of the con- 
sequences here ; but what are to be its results in the 
eternal world ? Reader ! read thv Bible to know, and 
make haste to flee from the wrath to come." 

Going again to Hull quarter board, he went by way of 
Tunstall to see his afflicted wife, and preached there with 
all his former energy and success. A backslider was con- 
victed, and as he lay on his bed he found the Lord. 
His thanksgiving to God rang with such power into the 
adjoining house, that some of the inmates were convicted, 
prayed, and God saved them. 

The evening after Mr. Clowes' s arrival in London, he 
}ed a class in Westminster, and wheu aboxnt to tetire^ a 
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young man, arrayed in the pink of fashion, with his hair 
in an unnatural form announced, that if the people had 
no ohjection he would preach in the room the following 
evening. But Mr. Clowes stated it was not the custom 
of the society to allow strangers to preach in its places 
of worship, — ^besides, the party had not much the 
appearance of a gospel preacher ; the young man replied 
that dress had nothing to do with religion. Mr. Clowes 
then exhorted the youth to pray to God and get his 
soul saved ; but he replied he was saved before he was 
bom. Mr. Clowes then requested all to retire, and de- 
sired the door to be locked, and exhorted the members to 
keep up strict discipline, as such a course was necessary 
in London, where adventurers and impostors swarmed 
around religious people to betray and plunder them. 

Another preaching station was now taken up at Snow's- 
fields, in the Borough, and a room was fitted up for the 
services. God made his people many gracious visits in 
that place, but our missionary complains of the light and 
unstable character of the people. In the neighbourhood 
the people were careless in attending, and lingered round 
the door; some would come into the room, stay a few 
minutes and quit ; others would sit or stand, and appear 
as careless as if the preacher were reciting an old ballad. 
Our City missionary, however, and his brethren, laboured 
for the salvation of London sinners day and night, 
and left no legitimate means untried to awaken the 
thousands dead in trespasses and sins. 

On the banks of the Camberwell river a camp- 
meeting was held, and the opposition from earth and 
hell was great. A wicked company from Walworth 
Silk-mills came to the ground, joined by another from 
the Lime-kiUis; a third tioop o^ <iciti\r^Qt\&x^ ^v^ 
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assembled. Each company had its leader, and one had a 
salt-box under his arm, with stones in it ; and whilst 
he played with the box lid, and rattled the stones by way 
of tmies, the others of the gang danced to the music. 
One fired a gun, and shouted as if a general battle was 
to commence ; another had got some pots of beer, 
which he offered to the preacher to drink. Some cried 
out, " Drive them into the canal ! " In the midst of this 
persecution Mr. Clowes began to pray ; an awful thunder- 
storm came on, believers rose into faith, the powers 
of evil began to draw off, and the meeting ended in 
peace. But mark the end of these persecutors. The 
lime-burner some time after, while rolling in the street 
drunk, was seized with inflammation of the brain ; in his 
lucid intervals he called for the man who prayed at the 
camp-meeting, — but he died without hope. About the 
same time a wall fell upon one of the coal-porters, 
which dislocated his bones ; aqd he died with blasphemy 
on his tongue. The foreman of the silk-factory, who 
fired the gun, fell into embarrassment, and was sold up. 
These accounts of the persecutors of God's people were 
verified in a letter sent to Mr. Clowes by a friend who 
Hved in the neighbourhood where all the transactions 
occurred. Mr. Clowes now left London, and attended 
the Sunderland Conference of 1825, at which he 
preached a missionary sermon ; and at the Conference 
camp-meeting he was in his glory amid converted sinners 
and rejoicing believers. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

MISSION LABOURS. — CORNWALL. 
1825. 

Cornwall is a maritime county in England, forming 
its south-western extremity, and is surrounded by th^ 
sea, except the eastern side ; it contains an area of 1407 
miles. The general aspect of Cornwall is dreary ; a 
ridge of bleak hills stretches through its whole extent. 
Comparatively little attention is paid to agriculture ; ita 
principal wealth is derived from its mines. Of the 
minerals of the county, which are numerous, one of the 
most interesting is the soap rock, particularly used in 
the manufacture of porcelain. The china stone, which 
is raised in great quantities near St. Austell^ forms a 
principal ingredient in the Staffordshire potteries. The 
Cornish dialect is derived, like the Welch, from the 
language of the ancient Britons. It continued to be 
generally spoken in the county till after the introduction 
of the English liturgy into the service of the church in 
the sixteenth century, from which period it decUned ; 
and about the middle of the eighteenth century it had 
become so much disused that only a few aged people 
were capable of conversing in it. 

Methodism in the days of John Wesley took a strong 
grasp of the Cornish mind, and rapidly elevated that 
mind in the scale of intellectual and moral dignity. The 
open-air services of that great missionary, as recorded 
in his journals, were attended occasionally by tens of 
thousands of persons. 

At the period of Mr. Clowes being stationed in the 
London mission, Mr. Turner, oi "Rft^xviVJcv, ^\^\ft \si\ccw.^ 
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giving him an account of his labours in Cornwall ; and 
requested that PrimitiTe Methodist missionaries should 
visit the county to take under their pastoral care the 
few sheep that had been gathered by him, and also to 
seek to gather others. 

After settling with the Cornish friends the basis and 
conditions on which the mission should be commenced, 
the venerable missionary girded up his loins and started 
for a new field of missionary enterprise. Being moonted 
on the stage-coach, and seated next a Friend, or Quaker, 
running to Exeter, the tedium of the journey was re- 
lieved by an interesting conversation with his pious 
fellow-traveller. He says: "Observing him taking 
from his pocket a small Bible which he began to read 
seriously, I ventured to ask him if the book he was read- 
ing was a book of good things ? He replied it was the 
Bible, the book of God. I asked him how he could 
prove it to be such. After a short pause, he asked me 
if I doubted the Bible being the book of God ? 1 replied. 
That is not precisely the point in hand. * Well,* he said, 
* one proof of the Bible being the book of God is its 
antiguity ; it is the oldest book, and that point has been 
shown by the ablest historians.' I then inquired if 
there was any other evidence ? After another pause he 
said, * If it were not the book of God, the writers would 
have been put down by their enemies ; but they main- 
tained their ground, and the truth was confirmed by 
signs and wonders.' I then observed, before a man 
reposed his eternal all upon the doctrines of the Bible, 
it were certainly necessary that he should believe those 
doctrines were sustained by irrefragable proofs; and 
without desiring my companion to give further evidence 
of the Divine origin of the Sct\pt\iTfta» 1 Mt^^d tVv«k.t if an 
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individual believed with all his heart that the Bible con- 
tained the truths of God, he would give him evidence of 
those truths in his inmost soul ; for the apostle says, ' He 
that believeth on the Son,' and the record concerning 
Him, * hath the witness in himself.* His experience of 
repentance, faith and holiness, and the consciousness of 
the truths of God witnessed in his understanding, com- 
ports with the representations which the Bible contains. 
The statements which it makes of the atonement, its 
fulness and power — ^the exercise of faith in that atone- 
ment, realizing a present free and full salvation, estab- 
hsh the understandings of true believers in the integrity 
of the Divine record. The Spirit by which holy men of 
old wrote the words of life is the same Spirit which testifies 
to their truths in the souls of the faithful. In believing 
the facts and doctrines of this Divine book, therefore, 
they know by internal evidence that they are not follow- 
ing cunningly devised fables, — they know the importance 
of what the Lord of life and glory uttered : ' Search 
the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life, 
and they are they which testify of me.' " 

The conversation which followed, involving subjects 
of experimental religion, was truly profitable ; the hearts 
of the two travellers, although of different communions 
on earth, burned within them ; while Jesus talked with 
" them by the way, and opened to them the Scriptures." 

On arriving at Exeter, the Friend insisted on Mr. 
Clowes going to his house to accept his best accom- 
modation ; but designing to travel all night for Truro, 
he declined. The " Friend " however would pay the 
coachman for him ; and the travellers cordially shook 
hands and bade each other farewell, hoping to meet again 
in heaven. 
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Mr. Clowes reached Truro at eight o'clock a.m. He 
suffered from cold m the night ; but without taking a 
regular breakfast at the inn, on account of the expense 
(for it ever was his practice to use economy with the 
money raised for sacred purposes), he started again for 
Bedruth, arriving at his destination at noon. In the 
evening the friends had a religious meeting ; Mr. Clowes 
wished to be excused attending, on account of his 
fatigue, but they importuned him, and whilst waiting 
on God he felt the girding on of the Divine power ; the 
mission baptism began to flow, and he exhorted the 
people to enter the inner temple — to go up to the mercy 
seat, and receive the rays of glory direct from the divine 
Shekinah, When the service concluded, the people as 
they retired were overheard to say to each other, ** He'll 
do I He'll do !" 

On Thursday, October 6th, it being arranged that 
Mr. Turner should preach a trial sermon, Mr. Clowes 
accompanied him to the place of worship, in order to 
judge of his fituess for the itinerant ministry. He says, 
" I found that he had not much idea of systematical 
preaching, yet his piety was unquestionable, and his 
usefulness in converting sinners had been proved. There 
was one matter which attracted my attention not a little ; 
namely, whilst he was preaching he burst into a fit of 
laughter, and several of the people laughed with him. 
This appeared to me very strange work. After the 
sermon, I gave an exhortation ; the power in the meet- 
ing increased, and several others began to laugh. The 
next day I spoke to brother Turner on the practice of 
laughing in public services. He told me the people never 
laughed but when they felt the Divine power ; that they 
were sincere, and that their moral conduct was consistent. 
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I Replied all that might be correct; but that in my 
opinion to laugh in the worship of God could not be the 
most 'excellent way;' that strangers coming in and 
witnessing such proceedings would certainly conclude 
the worshippers were very trifling, and that for a mini* 
8ter to laugh before his congregation could not be tole» 
rated. I added, that people came to hear a minister in 
order to receive instruction, and to be led into the way 
of faith and salvation ; that the subjects of the ministry 
were of a grave and serious character, — such as man's 
lost and ruined condition, pardoning mercy, holiness of 
heart and life through faith in the atonement,— -death 
and judgment, — heaven and hell ; and that for a mini- 
ster to laugh with these subjects in hand was preposterous. 
I also maintained that if the people felt happy whibt 
the minister was conducting the services of religion, 
they should be taught to praise God as the sweet 
psalmist of Israel did when he said, ' Bless the Lord, O 
my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy name/ 
By this conversation Mr. Turner was convinced of the 
impropriety of laughing in devotional services, and en^ 
gaged to discontinue the practice, stating that he believed 
the people would follow his example." 

The next day Mr. Clowes preached at Twelve Heads; 
and whilst the unction of the Spirit began to flow, the 
laughing began ; the preacher felt grieved in his soul at 
this. After the service, a man took him to his house 
to lodge : when he entered the habitation, domestic 
matters had not that aspect of tidiness and order which 
he had seen in many places, for the pots and pans, 
kettles and stools, brushes and spoons, knives and fork8> 
etc., were scattered about in confusion. The kind 
hostess made a brief apology Cot l\\^ ^^^sxSaw <i\ v5&5sxx»»i 
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•nd Iianded her viaitar a piece of wood to pnt &» ket 
upon to keep them from die damp floor. She then pat 
the bellows into actioa to boil some wator, and some tea 
was served up in Chinese style, without sogsr ; tn this 
there were added some bread, and a piece a£ fiit porL 
The contraat between the missionarr's table here and 
the one he had been accnatomed to at Mrs. Gardiner^s; 
in London, was striking; but ^ he had learned in whjiterer 
•tate he was therewith to be content." 

In the morning, however, matters conaderablj im- 
proved, and thankfolness waa feit to the t^ver of all 
good things. 

On Snnday oar missionary led a dass at 7 o'do^ 
A.M.> and preached in the op»i air at Bedruth; die 
congregation waa large and wdl-behaved, and some were 
convinced of their sinfol state by nature and practice. 
In the evening, the service was in the house of Mr. 
Jenkin* Here Mr. Clowes had a fierce encounter with 
the powers of darkness. He however bore the shock ; 
the theet-anehor of his £dth held him £ist in the 
storm. On Monday morning he preadied in another 
place; some were in distress as convinced sinners: 
but the work did not break forth. He now proceeded 
to St. Austell, where a Mr. Stephenson had a few 
members, with two chapels, who requested the Primitive 
Methodist missionary to take charge of them. Mr. 
Clowes preached in both chapels, and held a love-feast 
in St. Austell. The people spoke with freedom, and 
hailed their new friend with joy. On the Monday 
evening the service was full of the Spirit, but there were 
no conversions. He next preached at Hambush, the 
Downs, and Biscovay ; but he felt the work of digging 
to get a foundation very hard work. 
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** On Saturday afteraoon," observes our tried mission- 
ary, " I walked on the sea shore for the purpose of medi- 
tation ; and as I mused, the powers of darkness assailed 
me furiously. My mind became oppressed ; clouds 
pressed upon my soul. I then lay down on the top of 
a rock, viewing the rolling billows of old ocean dashing 
on the reefs. Here I implored the help of that Being 
who governs all. I was then led into a train of 
thought about different friends whose love I esteemed 
next to God's, and I felt union of spirit with them. 
But soon my train of thought darted into another 
track. I thought of the London mission, and its 
difficulties, especially a debt of 100/. owing to Mrs. 
Gardiner. I laid this before God, and prayed that he 
would interpose; and that with reference to myself, 
after a few more trials, he would take me to himself. I 
believed as I prayed, and felt my soul rising in con- 
fidence and was filled with thanksgiving and praise. 
God has answered part of my prayer offered on that 
rock, and I believe he will answer the other. In a 
short time after I received a letter from Mr. George 
Tetley, one of the travelling preachers in London, inform- 
ing me that one day Mrs. Gardiner brought from her 
drawer the promissory note and cancelled it, by putting 
it into the fire, as a * burnt offering ' to the Lord." 

Sunday 23rd, while Mr. Clowes was preaching in 
the Downs chapel on the sufferings of Christ, a thrill 
of feeling went through every soul in the congregation ; 
all appeared on a move. In the afternoon at St. 
Austell, he felt the priestly vestments on him, and 
glory streaming from the mercy seat. Prior to the 
evening service he was requested to visit a lady of 
quality who was in distress for hw ^ovsX, ^sA nCvS^^^. V^ 
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prayed, and talked on the power of Jesus to save now, 
she cried for deliverance, and God sent it. At the 
love- feast in the evening, there was liberty and sim- 
plicity, and good was done. Afterwards he officiated at 
Truro and St. Day's. Here he was invited to the house 
of IMr. Dennis, an improvement on the previous visit, 
when, after preaching and suffering much exhaastioDj 
he had to wander three miles for a bed, without tasting 
meat or drink. On preaching at Twelve Heads, several 
of Mr. O* Brian's people were present, who began to 
laugh in the worship. He was grieved at this exhibition, 
for many had come to hear preaching with attention, 
and this unseemly display had a tendency to divert 
their attention. At the close of the service, he went 
to a place to sleep, bathed in perspiration and much 
tired ; but when he got thither, it was closed against 
him, and he had to travel on to Redruth for a 
lodging. 

On the Sunday morning, at Redruth, he preached 
with glorious freedom : the crowd that had come to 
hear was so great, that he could scarcely get into the 
place. One person was convicted, and retired in deep 
distress. He sent for Mr. Clowes and others to come 
and pray with him. He was in bed, deeply dejected; 
but he arose and wandered about the house in strong 
agitation. Mr. Clowes began to sing ; whereupon 
the man fell on his knees, and cried for mercy. 
They instantly joined with him, and God loosed the 
bonds of the captive exile. His wife perceiving what 
was done, also cried to God for deliverance, and she 
arose and rejoiced in God, A neighbour hearing the 
unusual noise, entered the house, and God awakened her 
to seek the Lord, and a second also. Thus prayer and 
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praise continued ; from the midst of which our mis- 
sionary departed to another appointment. 

On Monday, 31st, he preached in another part of 
Redruth, and some of the vilest persons were alarmed. 
One aged woman was in the greatest mental agony 
on account of her sins, and being taught the way of 
faith, she believed and obtained pardon. Also, a young 
woman was seized by the Divine power, and crying 
vehemently to God, she was enabled to realize a present 
salvation. After labouring in these consecutive efforts, 
and greatly requiring refreshment, he expected an in- 
vitation to dine at a certain house, but was disappointed. 
He then went alone to the top of Cham Bray rock, 
and poured out his soul to God in prayer. It occurred 
to him what Mr. Wesley said to John Nelson, when 
they were in Cornwall ; viz., " That it was an excellent 
country to get an appetite, but not so excellent to get 
something to eat.'* They, however, did get a few 
blackberries; "and," says Mr. Clowes, "I looked about 
to see if I could get some, but was unable to find more 
than one, which was unripe, and I was obliged to make 
my dinner on it.** 

After preaching at Eedruth, while he was engaged 
in family visiting, a woman cried out suddenly " O 
what a great sinner I have been !" And she was known 
to be such ; but God, who is rich in mercy, made 
manifest his saving power in this case, and the sinner 
of crimson dye was washed in the all-cleansing blood 
of Jesus. Her joy on receiving the evidence of pardon 
was intense. Jn the evening after the service at St. 
Day's, he repaired to a cottage expecting to sleep as 
before, but it was shut against him. The night was 
stormy, his hnen was wet, aiid\i^^N«& xsvw.Ock W\'^^^\ 
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preached at Redruth, three souls found peace ; and at 
Mr. Paster's house, a neighbour sent for him to converse 
on religion, and while he was praying with the anxious 
inquirer, God saved her. Another was saved at the 
same time, observing with delight, *' I never thought I 
should have been saved so soon. Now I shall go to 
heaven. I believe, I do believe." 

At the North Country House, the next time Mr. 
Clowes was there, one person cried, " I am going to hell." 
Soon another cried in a similar tone and language ; Mr. 
Clowes exhorted them to believe, and said God would 
bless them. Our laborious missionary continued to go 
over his ground regularly ; and was cheered with striking 
instances of awakenings and conversions similar to those 
already detailed. He had to struggle with the un- 
avoidable difficulties and trials connected with his plan 
of operations among a poor population, to many of 
whom God made him as an angel of light. 

As it had been arranged previously that he should 
visit the town of Plymouth, he departed and preached 
in that town on Sunday, December 25th. He, how- 
ever, did not feel much freedom in that visit, nor has 
he left on record any particular information relative 
to his success. He now held a preparatory quarterly 
meeting at Redruth, and found financial matters equal 
to the mission's expenses and 235 members in society. 
He then left the mission to be followed up by other 
labourers, and started for Hull quarterly meeting, 
taking London in his way. In London he assisted 
to open a chapel, and attended a quarterly meeting, 
for London had now become a Circuit, and was 
prospering. 

At this quarterly meeting oi ^\^xOa, V^I^^Siv. ^'^^s* 
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ascertained that in a period of seven years and two 
months, Hull circuit had made twenty-one circuits, 
containing 8,455 members — retaining 3,541; con- 
sequently this circuit had raised, up to the above period, 
11,996 members. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

JOURNAL EXTRACTS. — VARIOUS LABOURS. 

1826—1833. 

With the Cornish mission terminates the extraordinary 
labours of our venerable father as a leading missionary. 
We are now to view him in another sphere, but equally 
alive and earnest for the salvation of men. The priva- 
tions which he had endured, and the great mental and 
physical efforts he had continued for so many years, 
were beginning to show their effects upon him in fre- 
quent infirmities. The Primitive Methodist Connexion 
being now widely spread, and special efforts being 
required on many stations to carry on its measures, it 
was decided that Mr. Clowes should be stationed for the 
Home Branch of Hull circuit, and render help to other 
stations when practicable. After labouring a short 
period, his health gave way, and the December quarterly 
meeting of 1827 determined he should, if he thought 
proper, locate at Hull, and receive his usual allowance ; 
but if his health rallied, and other circuits required his 
special services, the salary received for those labours 
should be carried to Hull circuit account. This arrange- 
ment, to the honour of his beloved brethren in Hull, was 
continued to 1842, when he was finally put down by the 
Conference as a worn-out or superannuated minister. 
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After suffering extreme debility, he rallied consider- 
ably between the years above referred to, and was 
exceedingly useful and popular in travelling through a 
great part of the land, and conducting special services. 
Everywhere he was received as a messenger of God ; 
and in Hull, his usual residence, he was honoured with 
continued usefulness, both in the societies and congre- 
gations. The extracts which follow are from his 
journal, published in 1844, and from unpublished 
manuscripts, which he left behind, which will show in 
detail what has just been asserted. 

"On March 26th, 1826, J was once more at Tun- 
stall, and held a love-feast in the afternoon. A very 
large congregation assembled ; the speaking was power- 
ful, and the spiritual banquet truly good. In the even- 
ing, I preached about 'Death on the pale horse,* 
Rev. vi. 7, 8. The chapel was crowded, and believers 
rejoiced whilst * Jesus sat as king in the army, and as 
one that comforteth the mourners.' 

" On Wednesday evening I preached again, but had 
not my usual liberty. How strange is this ! But the 
great day will explain all that now appears singular and 
inexpUcable. On April 1st, went to see old friends at 
Ramsor; many years had rolled away since we first 
met. April 2nd, was at Alton, to open a new chapel. 
I had the honour of missioning this place, and feel a 
pleasure in now seeing what God has wrought. I 
preached twice ; my soul was powerfully baptized with 
the Spirit ; and many of my old friends and spiritual 
children came from distant places, and once more we 
rejoiced in the Lord. 

*' On Tuesday I went to the * Cloud,' where I spoke 
to many people, and the Loxd N<iaa Y^^%«ii\.* \\^v^a:sis:^ 
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after service to Biddulph Moor, at which place, next 
day, I held a service, and good was done. 

" Wednesday, journeyed to Congleton, and preached 
at seven in the evening to a full chapel. Many friends 
came, and some enemies also ; some one threw a stone 
through the chapel window. This, however, did not 
prevent us rejoicing in God our Saviour. The next day 
I went to Sandbach, and preached to a full house ; but 
a woman disturbed the meeting by * replying * to what 
I said in preaching. I did not, however, request the 
woman to desist, for fear of grieving some minds. 

*' On Friday, at Hassell Green, I preached to a large 
assembly. Here again a man began 'replying.' I 
felt a conviction that this practice tended to injury. 
To be benefited by the preaching of the gospel, the 
message should be attentively listened to, in the exer- 
cise of faith. If there be any convinced of sin, and 
cry for mercy, this is a different matter. Or if in a 
preaching service the glory comes down, and believers 
are made happy, a response of praise to God may be 
in character ; but the practice of * repljring,' whilst the 
minister is speaking, cannot answer any useful pur- 
pose. On Sunday, at Burslem, I preached two anni- 
versary sermons ; the congregations were great, but I 
was not in full hberty. On Sunday, 16th, engaged in 
anniversary services in Manchester, and on the Monday 
evening, whilst preaching, two souls sought and found 
the Lord. On Monday, 24th, we had a glorious time at 
Englesea Brook, in Mr. Salmon's malt-house, the usual 
place being too small to hold the people. We had some 
souls in distress. The next evening, at Wrine Hall, the 
chnpel was so crowded, that the friends took off the 
doors, and it was with some d\fRc\x\t^ lx^«ic\x^dt\x^i^ul!^it4 
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"On Sunday, April 30th, I was at Macclesfield, 
where I. preached twice ; and on Monday evening many 
were deeply aiFected. I lodged at the house of Miss 

P , a lady of wealth. Many years' since, when I 

used to go to see Mr. Berrisford on religious accounts, 
this lady was very friendly to revivals, but I was now 
afraid she did not possess the humble spirit of former 
times. I told her my views on her case, and felt thank- 
ful to God that he enabled me to speak plainly. It is 
a mercy when a preacher gets safely out of a great house. 

" Sunday, May 7th, preached to many people in a 
farm-house, at White Hill, near Kidsgrove, and one 
person received the blessing of a clean heart. May 16th, 
1826, the sittings of Nottingham Conference began. 
I was lodged at the house of Mr. Wilson, a Wesley an. 
I was comfortable with his excellent family ; in our 
devotions we had precious visits from heaven, the re- 
membrance of which is sweet. Before Conference 
opened, I complied with the request of Belper friends 
to re-open their chapel on the Conference Sunday ; but 
Nottingham friends had made arrangements for me to 
preach their missionary sermons on the same day, and 
neither party were disposed to give way. But at last it 
was decided that I should go to Belper, and preach in 
Nottingham on a week evening. Mr. George Tetley 
accompanied me to Belper, and when near the chapel, 
crowds saluted us,— some of whom were my children in 
the Lord. Under the preaching many were deeply 
affected, and God made bare his holy arm. 

" Soon after, at Hull, whilst going to an appointment 
with brother Tetlev, I was seized in an unusual manner, 
and should have fallen, had not brother Tetley supported 
me. I was afflicted with giddmess aa^ ^«x\\^ VsfsR* ^^ 
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sight. I consulted a physician, and he ordered bleed- 
ing and low diet. I lived accordingly, but without 
experiencing any improvement. I therefore consulted 
Dr. TurnbuU, of Hull. His method of treatment was 
the reverse of that of his brother physician. He told 
me never to be bled, to live exceedingly well, to eat 
mutton-chops to breakfast and beef- steaks to dinner, 
etc. He stated my complaint was an aifection of the 
liver, and that it was necessary to act by strong medi- 
cines in order to get a passage through it. By the 
kind attention of the doctor, who charged me nothing, 
I slowly recovered. I attended the Scotter district 
meeting of 1827. At the missionary meeting, Mr. 
Hugh Bourne pressed me to stand up on the platform, 
if I could do no more. I spoke a few minutes, and 
God's glory was over us ; it was good to be there. 

** The time of the Manchester Conference of 1827 
being arrived, I attended, and lodged in the house of 
Mr. Smith. During my stay there the Lord made my 
services useful, as some of the members of the family 
joined the society. I was excused from preaching at 
this Conference, in consequence of indisposition. Had 
I been able, I should have improved the death of Mr. 
James Steele, one of the * Founders.' Mr. Hugh 
Bourne and Mr. T. King preached on the occasion. 
But on my arrival at Tun stall (after Conference), I im- 
proved the death from 2 Pet. i. 10, 11. Mr. Steele 
was in his day great in the sight of the Lord, one of 
the excellent of the earth. Before he exchanged mor- 
tality for life eternal, I visited him, in company with 
Mr. Hugh Bourne. He entered freely into conversa- 
tion respecting the work of the Lord. He asked me 
Fhdt success I had had in the visitaUoii of th^ classes 
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on the previous Monday. I told him many attended, 
and we had a good meeting. He repUed, he beheved 
the work of the Lord was rising. Brother Bourne 
inquired if his faith stood firm. He replied in the 
words of the Psalmist, * I will not forsake thee when 
thy strength faileth ;' adding, ' for forty years I have 
been in the faith, and never once gave it up. It is true 
I have many times been hard put to it ; but I never 
yielded. I never saw so clearly into the nature of faith 
as I did when Clowes was praying with me the other 
day.' 

" During the time of his short sickness I had fre- 
quent opportunities of visiting him, for I was aware he 
would soon pass over Jordan. On one occasion I 
thought of omitting prayer, in consequence of his 
exhaustion ; but on my telling him so he said, ' I shall 
never be tired of your prayers.' During Mr. Steele's 
Christian life he was strong in the faith, and had a deep 
insight into the ways of providence and grace, of which 
several instances might be cited. He was an intel- 
lectual man, having read much and acquired extensive 
information. He was one of the best class-leaders that 
I ever knew. Many overwhelmed with trouble and 
spiritual distress have, by his counsels, and the power 
of his faith, suddenly entered into the liberty of Christ. 
God honoured him at the last, for he died in peace, 
aged sixty years ; and his works of faith, labours of 
love, and patience of hope, will long be remembered. 

" Being engaged to assist in the opening of a new 
chapel at Warrington, I proceeded thither, and preached 
morning and evening ; Mr. Hugh Bourne in the after- 
noon, and Dr. Raffles on Monday evening. I was glad 
to meet old friends, such as Mra.l3L\c\\w^%^Ti^xA^*^^%.^ 



188 LIFE OF 

who were among the first-fruits of our mission here. 
The friendship of Mr. Eaton's family I have ever 
esteemed, and truly glad was I to find that himself and 
family continued to serve the Lord. I trust after a few 
more tempests shall have spent their fury, we shall sit 
down together to banquet in our Father's house above. 

" Accompanied by brother Abey, I went to Malton to 
preach for the Sabbath-school, and on to Acklam to 
spend some time with brother Coultas, with whom I 
had precious seasons in prayer. I found him to be a 
man who had much power with God. In 1828, I went 
to Darlaston circuit to assist in opening a new chapel at 
Old Hill. On inquiring about the chapel deed, I found 
it was drawn wrongly. The chapel was conveyed to Bve 
persons, their heirs and assigns for ever, being his 
majesty's subjects belonging to the Church of England. 
I then suggested that they must destroy the deed and 
get a new one made, in conformity with the rules of the 
Connexion. This arrangement was agreed to by all 
the parties concerned, and the opening services were 
satisfactory. At Bound Oak chapel Brierley-hill, I 
preached for the missions, and a mighty move was felt 
in the congregation. Mr. Jeremiah Gilbert, in a letter 
he sent me afterwards said, "it was Hke bread cast 
upon the waters." April 8th, I attended the district 
meeting at Bradford ; and soon after assisted to open 
the new chapel at Stockport. The friends adopted a 
good plan ; they sold tickets of admission, and secured 
two objects, first, a good collection, and secondly, com- 
fortable sittings for those who were desirous to assist 
the trustees. 

" I next went to Mellor Moor End to preach charity- 
sermons ; the day was unfavourable, but the Lord was 
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powerfally present, and at the hospitable dwelling of 
Mr. R. Waller we were comfortably entertained. I 
now went to Darlington, to hold a missionary meeting. 
There was much freedom from heaven, and able speeches ; 
the collection reached sixty pounds. I then went on to 
see Mr. Thomas Burton, and preached at his place, and 
Mr. John Flesher came to conduct me to his station at 
Alston. He made me very comfortable in his house 
during my stay. In the preaching tour which I took 
during my visit to this romantic country, I was greatly 
blessed ; at Garrygill Gate, Wearhead, Westgate, Wol- 
singham etc., the chapels were crowded, and glorious 
shouts of praise were uttered by the ' inhabitants of 
the rock.' In the preaching services the glory of God 
broke forth like burning flames. I opened the new 
chapels at Hayring and Frosterley. Brother John 
Flesher and I during my stay visited many families, 
and the Lord was gracious to the people; several 
captive exiles were liberated. I then left this interesting 
country, reached Whitehaven, and preached in Mount 
Pleasant church. Here I met with Mr. Harrison, 
Wesleyan minister, who had sent me a letter (which I 
never got) inviting me to mission Scotland, purposing 
to pay all my expenses. The reason which induced 
him to this act was, that he had read in our magazine 
some extracts of my journal, and thought I was the man 
formed by providence to begin a revival of religion in 
Scotland. In company with brother S. I next visited 
the Isle of Man, and held missionary meetings at Doug- 
las, Castle Town, Ramsey, Peel, and Laxey. At all these 
places the cloud of God's glory rested upon us. I was 
greatly interested in my visit to this interesting isle ; the 
scenery was fine and picturesque ; but the si^m.t\Ml'^<5i^ 
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which God had wrought through the ministry of brother 
Butcher and others was still more interesting to my 
soul. Hundreds of persons had been converted, and 
several chapels built. 

" I now proceeded into Derbyshire to preach anniver- 
sary sermons with Mr. James Bourne, and many of my old 
friends came to meet us. I here found several pro- 
fessors of religion had fallen into an error on the subject 
of faith, and had withdrawn themselves from the Wes- 
ley an society on the ground of their new views. These 
people maintained that faith was not the gift of God, 
and that it was wrong to pray for an increase of faith. 
In one of my sermons I combated those views, and the 
manner in which God enabled me to open and press 
the subject, I had reason to believe was beneficial; 
good was done, some were reclaimed from their errors, 
and others felt that God had increased their faith. 

" Some time afterwards I was at Barnard Castle, at 
missionary services. I heard brother Flesher preach twice, 
when great satisfaction was given ; the matter of the 
discourses being good, and the sermons productive of 
a powerful effect. 

" I likewise preached one sermon with liberty of soul. 
Brother Flesher told me that some persons seated near 
him were so affected that they withdrew. Having 
closed the meetings in the Barnard Castle branch, we 
proceeded to Westgate branch, where the excitement 
was great. The speakers in detailing facts, missionary 
adventures, and sketching the rise and progress of the 
work, dissipated much prejudice, interested the people, 
and caused many to rejoice with gladdened hearts. Bro- 
ther Flesher and I were entertained at the house of 
Mr. Lattimer, whose family shewed much kindness to 
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God's servants, and the glory of the Lord filled the 
room in which we slept. On the Sabhath following, I 
preached missionary sermons with brother Flesher at 
Garrigillgate. We had our abode with a farmer, and 
whilst pleading the blood of Christ at the tea table, the 
glory of Jehovah came down, and several sank to the 
floor. This was a time of his passing by ! Oh, the 
mighty power of faith! Returning from this part of 
the vineyard, I went to Penrith, Kendal, Lancaster, 
Preston, Manchester, Tunstall. I afterwards took' 
another missionary tour to Driffield, Frodingham, and 
Cronswick with brother Flesher and others; these 
meetings were of a similar character to the preceding 
ones, but the Driffield meeting was very grand; the 
preaching was pointed, a present salvation was urged^ 
and the services produced lasting effects on many minds, 

" I then proceeded to the Scotter Conference of 1829, 
which was distinguished for peace, and by all the 
religious services being of a remarkably hallowed cha- 
racter. At this Conference four preachers were nomi- 
nated to undertake a mission to America. 

"By the Hull quarterly meeting I was directed to 
assist the missionaries in their embarkation. I accord- 
ingly helped them, and saw them set sail. On the 
following Sunday I preached in Maguire-street chapel, 
to a full congregation ; several persons were in distress 
and cried to God for salvation. After I had laboured 
with the penitents some time, I was constrained to leave, 
being worn out with exhaustion. I next preached at 
York, and God again in this city blessed my mini- 
strations to the good of souls. Here I spent some 
time with brother Thomas Holliday, whose spirit and 
conduct as an able minister of the Ne.^ T^^\»xs\<«s^ \. 
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higlily admired. I next proceeded to Notdnghni, 
Ilkeston, Bottesford etc. The speaking at the pnl^ 
meetiogs was sound, and free from the levity ivhkk 
sometimes prevails. At Bottesford I was kindly receifd 
by Mr. Wilson, as on former times. Here I saw the 
great drummer viho was among our persecutors in 1817. 
God has arrested his soul, and induced him to groimi 
bis rebel arms, and enrol himself in the ranks of the 
faithful. 

" The next matter I notice, is the Hull Conference of 

1830; the year's increase was 2,013, the total number 

in the Connexion, 35,733. What hath Grod wrought! 

But how much more powerful should we have been had 

all our missionaries been firm at their posts ! When t 

standard bearer faints on the battle field, it throws dis^ 

couragement into the ranks, and causes desertion and 

flight on the part of many who would otherwise have 

remained faithful. To succeed in the great work of 

saving sinners, there must be deep travail of soul and 

intimate fellowship with God ; a varied course of action 

— a going out into the * streets and lanes of the dty,* 

imitating the precedent set by the * Great Teacher,' 

and a plain statement of God's truth should be set 

forth with confidence in the result. There vrill be in 

this arduous toil often great conflicts ; trials of faith, 

and deep exercises of mind, but this is not strange. 

To attempt to rescue a soul from the grasp of Satan 

will naturally rouse the opposition of that fallen spirit. 

But it is the faithful minister's duty to preach in faith. 

God's true servants are not empty ; they are full ; they 

are moved by the Holy Ghost to preach the gospeL 

' I will clothe her priests with salvation,' and, says 

the apostle, ' I am sure that when I come to you, I 
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sh^ll come in the fulness of the hlessing of the gospel of 
Christ. The true Christian priesthood is favoured with 
the Pivine unction ; they receive from the great High 
Priest the grace and baptism of the ^olJ Spirit, and in 
their ministrations, thej h&Ye fruit, which is the evidence 
pf the divinity of their mission and of their being ip th^ 
apostolic succession. 

*' My next journey was to tfee city of Norwich, where 
I assisted tp hold a missionary meeting in Rose-yard 
chapel. This city is awAilly wicked, notwithstanding its 
numerous churches and clergy; the Sabbath is fear- 
fully desecrated. Alas ! it is to be feared that in many 
instances, the blind are leading the blind. What might 
pot the united in^nence of the Norwich clergy accom- 
plish, were it purified and rightly directed ? And a 
similar query may apply to other towns and cities in 
the kingdom, Were the clergy generally faithful and 
enlightened men, we should need fewer prisons and 
police establishments. Oh for a trumpet's voice to sound 
an alarm on the holy mountain, that religion may every- 
where revive in the land, and vice hide its diminished 
head! 

** I next went to Boston to spedal services, and also 
to York, where I spent a few happy hours, especially 
with brother Thomas Holliday, and then onwards to 
Newcastle for anniversary sermons. The assemblies 
were crowded ; the power of Jehovah was gloriously 
made known ; and at the evening prayer-meeting several 
souls were induced to seek the Lord. I then attended 
a tour of missionary meetings on the south-east side of 
the kingdom, and saw sinners converted and the mis- 
sionary treasury replenished. In another tour to War- 
rington mid Preston Brook to preach. oimVi^t^^xv^^, ^^^ 

o 
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was peculiarly present, especially at the latter place ; a 
rich stream of Divine power flowed like a river through 
the city of God, and two souls were carried off the 
stranded shore of danger and death to float on the wave 
of salvation. Whilst in this vicinity I visited several 
families, and felt happy that the cause was progressing. 

'* Being appointed to attend the North Walsham dis- 
trict-meeting of 1831, I took the steamer for Yarmouth ; 
the wind was blowing hard, and there was one passenger 
and myself. I feared he would be an unpleasant com- 
panion, and so it proved. Having ascertained that the 
porters had forgotten a part of his luggage, he instantly 
began to swear and curse them in a stentorian voice. As 
he thus hoisted his flag, I thought it time to show mine, 
so I reproved him in a gentle tone for taking the name 
of the Lord in vain. He immediately told me that he 
had a right to express himself as he liked, and that he 
usually did as I heard him. I told him it was possible 
to express his meaning without swearing. He replied, 
his meaning would not be sufficiently emphatic without, 
and that, in short, I had no business with him. I told 
him we ought to care for each other's welfare, and try to 
prevent each other's ruin, as the Bible expressly com- 
manded. He then began to curse the Bible, and blas- 
pheme in a violent manner, and withdrew from me to 
the fore part of the vessel. I retired into the after 
cabin, and thus, for the passage, we were separated. 

'*We had a comfortable district-meeting at North 
Walsham; the congregations were excellent, and all 
terminated satisfactorily. 

" I now went to Leicester to attend the Conference of 
1831. The religious services were well attended. I 
led the Conference love-feast. During the first part of 
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the meeting, I was much oppressed by the powers of 
darkness ; but before the service finished, the Lord de- 
livered me ; cries for pardoning mercy were uttered in 
different parts of the chapel, and some prisoners were 
delivered from the chains of their sins. 

** I now preached missionary sermons at Patrington to 
large congregations, and I know not that ever I enjoyed 
more liberty in speaking. Several sinners were shaken, 
and one came to Keyingham the following Wednesday 
evening, and received peace. 

" On the Sunday following, I was at a camp-meeting 
on the race-ground near York ; the multitude was vast, 
and the Divine unction was great. When we had con- 
cluded the last of the praying services, a wicked man 
drove his horse amongst the people. The horse, how- 
ever, galloped off, and leaped a hedge, pursued by the sons 
of Belial. This circumstance produced some confusion. 
In the evening WiUiam Howcroft preached a powerM 
missionary sermon ; and in the prayer-meeting following, 
several penitents were found seeking the Lord. At 
Swinefleet, brother Flesher and I preached for the mis- 
sions, and the public meeting was ably addressed. On 
September 21st, I preached at Filey in behalf of missions, 
and on entering the house at which I was appointed to 
lodge, the floor was covered with pastry to be baked ; 
being grieved at the sight, I retired into the chapel. On 
my return, I reasoned with the good friend on Sunday 
baking. He admitted the practice was bad; after 
praying with the family^ I departed. In attending the 
class afterwards, a man inquired what sermon it was I 
preached at River Bridge. I told him I could not re- 
collect, as I was without my journal. He then proceeded 
to state, that under that sermon bia mfe^ Vcl^ V^V^^tsea. 

o 2 
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afflicted both in body and mind, was completely restored; 
and after liTing some time in a happy state, died rejoic- 
ing in God. I felt thankfiil at hearing this fiict, and 
was encouraged to go on 'casting my bread on the 
waters.' 

''I next went to Leeds to assist on an anniversary 
occasion ; the chapel was filled, and we had times of 
refreshing from the presence of the Lord ; two souls 
were brought into the liberty of Jesus Christ. 

'' My next appointment was at Quarry Bank, Dar* 
laston Circuit. In the afternoon service I was drawn 
out to make a long introduction to my sermon, to dwell 
upon some topics exactly suitable to certain of my hear- 
ers, who had speculated so far in business as to neglect 
their souls, and destroy their usefulness. God had, 
however, suffered distress to overtake them, for their 
measures were deranged, and their expectations cut off. 
I afterwards learned that God had made the appeals 
effective; for certain persons informed me that they 
were the parties I hiul described. One of them invited 
me to lodge with him ; I accepted his invitation, and 
admonished him in reference to the interests of his 
precious soul. 

" Grimsby next occupied my attention in reference to 
special sermons, where I attended the circuit quarterly 
meeting. The meeting was rather perplexed with the 
case of two local preachers, who had begun to mission 
without official authority, and to carry a white flag while 
singing through the streets. The parties were reminded 
that the preaching of Christ, going out into the highways 
to compel sinners to come to the gospel feast did not 
require such ostentatious display as that which they had 
exhibited ; that it was not in character with the sim- 
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plicity of the truth as it is in Jesus ; that they must 
discontinue this course, and labour on in a simple, 
humble persevering manner for the direct conversion of 
sinners. One of the brethren promised to regard the 
judicious advice, but the other refused ; time was, how- 
ever, given him to ponder his decision. 

" I next preached in Macclesfield, and had successful 
times. We had six souls converted, and a larger col- 
lection than was expected. At Pitt's Hill also, one soul 
was saved, and liberal collections made. 

" At Easington, associated with brothers Sanderson, 
Bywater, &c,, we had a glorious public meeting. After 
the meeting five preachers, two women, and the driver 
started in a conveyance for Patrington. The horse took 
fright at some gipsies encamped on the road side — 
rushed to the other side, and overturned us. My 
shoulder fell upon the horse's back ; one of the women 
was thrown over me, and she cried, * Lord have mercy 
upon us.* There was, however, no serious injury sus- 
tained, for the horse, being stuck fast, lay still until 
we all got up. I afterwards proceeded to Scotter and 
Gainsborough. At the latter place, brother Flesher 
preached with ability and Divine power. We then pro- 
ceeded down the Trent for Epworth, and found that 
the friends had provided a small conveyance and an ass 
to convey me onwards. At two o'clock I preached a 
sermon, and in the evening a famous public meeting 
took place. In this tour of public meetings, I was 
called up to speak at Kirton, and feeling a little embar- 
rassment, I t^egan to sing the hymn * Mercy's free,* etc; 
The novelty of this proceeding was very exciting, and 
the influence flowed upon the meeting. Several persons 
«ame next morning to the ko«9t ^VkKt^ \ ^^^ ^aoXsev- 
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tained, requesting me to repeat * Mercy's free/ etc. On 
another tour in the north, we held a public meeting at 
Staindrop ; we there dined with the servants of the Duke 
of Cleveland, who afterwards showed us through Raby 
Castle. The interior of his Grace's seat is magnificent, 
and the museum curious and rare. We purposed going 
through the gardens, but were prevented for lack of time. 
Our meeting was interesting and well supported, and with 
a friend I afterwards rode to Darlington, which we reached 
at twelve at night, drenched with rain and very weary. 
The next day I proceeded to Leeds, and reached the 
hospitable abode of my old friend Mr. Reynard, a sue- 
courer of many and of myself also, and from early life 
a useful office-bearer in the Connexion. 

" I now attended the Bradford Conference of 1 832 ; 
the Session was to me one of much painful exercise, but 
the Connexion was prosperous, there being four thousand 
increase. The religious services were conducted with 
excellent order. The camp-meeting attended by many 
thousands. On Monday evening brother J. Flesher 
preached, and in the prayer-meeting which followed it 
was supposed twenty persons were converted to God. 

" On another tour in Staffordshire, I had a peculiar 
time while preaching from Job i. 8., ' Hast thou con- 
sidered my servant Job, that there is none like him in 
the earth, a perfect and an upright man ; one that fear- 
eth God and escheweth evil ? ' Whilst I was dwelling 
on the envy entertained by the devil and his agents 
against good men, suddenly (through some infernal 
power, I believe) the stool on which I stood gave way, 
and I fell against the pulpit door, which flew open as I 
was falling ; but I caught hold of the Bible-board virith 
mj right hand^ by which I recovered. Had I been 
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thrown out of the pulpit, I should probably have been 
a cripple for life, if not killed, either of which results 
would have suited Beelzebub ! I, however, maintained 
my composure, and continued preaching with all my 
might, whilst the glorious unction streamed from heaven, 
and confusion smote the hosts of hell. 

''Sunday, September 14, preached morning and even- 
ing at Preston ; all hearts appeared engaged with God, 
and after the evening service, five souls professed to find 
redemption in the blood of Jesus. 

*' On October 28th I was engaged on behalf of the 
Sunday-school at Market Drayton ; the morning was 
unfavourable, yet the attendance was good and the 
contributions liberal. In the prayer-meeting which 
terminated the services, the Divine power was like the 
rushing wind, saving and sanctifying souls ; but, alas ! 
this was displaced by sudden darkness, unbelief, and 
confusion. Whilst some earnest souls were overpowered 
with the Divine glory, others began to move indecorously 
in the congregation— some prayed aloud in the singers' 
pew, striking the table and the plates containing the 
collection — some, in excitement, seized the tops of the 
pews and injured them ; others stood gazing, being 
astonished ; and, to wind up, the wicked crowded round 
the doors and began to swear. I laboured to arrest 
the wildness of this meeting, and to restore order, 
exhorting believers to have faith in God, and to turn 
the battle to the gate ; but I was unsuccessful, and it 
occasioned me much distress of mind to reflect that hell 
had triumphed over us. 

" Towards the close of the year, while at Manchester, 
I received a letter from Tunstall, stating that my wife's 
health was much worse, and my ^reseiv^i^ VJcvsst^ ^-^jsi^ 




tt TtM. S ^^C". Sf UMMSkinL VHff 3afeMIlIlT 



aLTvnnL %& junvi^d i.w.^ wsSl wit ak tint 
lunacouiu iilaEr 9 niic^ tr. ju Jimie5L sir akfll if 






3iir tie iB!>M. IT i f .iyj i i c 3ir TammBic 



^ ^ • « ^ • 

s^ervsris I was caiLeii tti »B«e sr Ve^inrei 



to 

Bij wi&^ who :^: bcr Icaeimmf mi Ag y titi oBS vitk 
fcnw KMaihT. Wkm I «» caBed to Inve her for 
IfM^ pcrjjdi^ ftad bcB^ cxpoicd to CRsI ds^cn and 
iMffdikiiH ■ 



WILLIAM CLOWES. 201 

was often extreme. When I took leave of her and my 
old companions at Tunstall, to embark on the Yorkshire 
mission, it was a trying time ; her heart was pierced 
with almost insupportable distress. She fell down 
before God, and cried to him to take me from her heart 
or sustain her in the extremity. God answered her 
prayer in an extraordinary way ; grace was given in the 
hour of need, and she continued to exhibit to the will 
of heaven a quiet resignation. When the Hull mission 
was established, we ceased housekeeping in Tunstall, 
and she removed to Hull. For a few years, as far as 
the constant change connected with the itinerant life 
would allow, our domestic society was again restored, 
and in a spiritual and devoted state of soul she was use- 
ful as a home missionary's wife. But on our removal 
to Darlington to temporary lodgings, there first ap- 
peared in the conduct of my beloved partner those 
symptoms of mental derangement, which enhanced the 
trials and difficulties of my life of tribulation. Her 
case gradually became such as to require special treat- 
ment ; accordingly she was removed to the abode of 
her parents in Staffordshire. Her distressing and pro- 
tracted affliction was to me a long and pressing trial ; 
but, thanks be to God, before life closed, her mind 
rallied, and nearly recovered its former strength. She 
was enabled, by sovereign grace, to repose her confidence 
in God, and her end was peace !'' 



202 L1FB OF 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

JOURNAL EXTRACTS. — VARIOUS LABOURS. 

1833—1838. 

"At Hull in March, 1833, while preaching and holding 
a love- feast on the Sabbath, several persons were set at 
liberty. I was confident that God would make bare his 
holy arm ; whilst pleading with him in secret, before I 
entered on the services of the day, he assured me that 
his salvation would go forth ; and my faith remained 
unshaken till it gave place to sight. 

" Leaving the north of the kingdom, I went to a 
district-meeting at Silsden. Here the services were full 
of saving power. On the Sunday evening, I had a 
glorious visit, and two souls were saved. I now jour- 
neyed to the Sunderland Conference ; the services which 
were uncommon for power and results — every morning 
and evening a camp*meeting was held a mile oat of 
town, and the Sunday's meeting was attended by about 
ten thousand people ! 

** The missionary meeting was equally distinguished by 
intense interest, and was attended by overwhelming 
masses. On the Thursday evening, I officiated, and a 
number of persons professed to find the Lord. This 
was a happy termination of the Conference. 

" In Jidy I went to Liverpool to aid a missionary to 
embark for the Canadian mission, and for some weeks 
ttfter I preached and attended missionary services, and 
witnessed the salvation of sinners at Scarborough, 
Pocklington, Burnley, etc. Having gone from the last 
place to Manchester, I was met by Mr. James Gill with 
a conveyance to take me to Silsden to settle some on- 
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pleasant matters in that circuit. Afler a stormy and 
laborious journey we accomplished the business, which 
required this special efPort. 

*' On September 2nd I was at Stockport, and kindly 
entertained by Mr. Francis Beeston. I preached for 
the benefit of the Sabbath- school ; the hearers were 
admitted by ticket, which secured a good collection for 
the charity. 

" I was now called up to London to preach for the 
benefit of a chapel. I had the pleasure of recognising 
many old friends, and being saluted by some as their 
father in Christ. 

" From London I departed for Redruth, in Cornwall 
(old missionary ground), by the stage-coach, and reached 
Exeter the first day. Mounting the coach next morning 
among the passengers, I made some remarks about 
religion — this brought me into collision with a sceptic 
and a Quaker. The sceptic said he did not believe that 
Jesus Christ was God. I told him if he continued to 
disbelieve he would never be saved. The Quaker then 
remarked — that he did not approve of one set of people 
condemning another. I replied, that it was not I, but 
the Bible that condemned those that did not believe 
Christ is God. He then observed, that in his opinion, 
if a man wrought good works, there was no doubt but 
that he would be saved. I told him if good works 
spring from the grace of God in the heart, how could 
they be performed acceptably virithout that grace? 
' Are not Unitarians good people,' said he, ' and do 
they not perform good works, and yet they disbelieve 
the Divinity of Christ ? ' I said that according to many 
declarations of Scripture, such individuals could not be 
in a state of salvation. The &c«i^t\fi \?cl^\\. Oc^^^\:^^^> 
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that there was a religious sect that believed whatever 
good works certain men might do, they would be of no 
avail, as they were reprobated from eternity. I replied, 
that God willeth all men to be saved, and to come to 
the knowledge of the truth, and that the reason why 
men are not saved was their unwillingness. * Well,* he 
replied, ' I think there is something in man that will 
live when the body dies.' After I had proposed a 
question which silenced the Quaker (who strove to 
muUify my efforts with the unbeliever), I said if the 
passengers were agreeable I would in a few words ex« 
plain what religion was ; and what it did for those that 
possessed it. I then began to describe the fallen state 
of man, salvation by faith, the witness of the Spirit, etc. 
All were attentive to my lecture, especially he whom 
we have styled the sceptic. I continued to preach 
Christ to the passengers on the coach top, until we ran 
into Plymouth, where the two persons left us ; but of the 
two, as it respects sincerity and openness to conviction, 
I felt more hope for the sceptic than for the Quak^. 

" On October 27th, 1833 (once more on old ground) 
I preached in Redruth chapel, which was excessively 
crowded; and the melting influence of God's Spirit 
was experienced^ On Tuesday evening spoke again, — 
several persons were brought under convictions, and one 
was made happy next day. On the Sunday following I 
preached twice, and four obtained mercy ; but on the 
Tuesday following I had myJuU gUjry \ many sinners 
were in distress, and some believed and were saved. 
After these services, thirteen persons joined sister 
Lauder's class, and three the minister's class ; and on 
Saturday at the prayer-meedng, at noon, one person 
was made happy. 
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" Sunday, Noyember lOth, preached and made 
collections for Redruth chapel. On Monday evening 
brother Richards preached, and many persons were 
brought to repentance. Brother Richards formed 
another new class of ten members ; on Tuesday erening, 
after service, I formed another new class. In taking 
tea with a family in Redruth, I commenced prayer, 
brother Driffield assisting me, when three persons cried 
unto God, and were saved. I was interested in the 
case of one of them, a female. When she was con- 
vinced she was a sinner and needed pardon, she uttered 
fervently the words, * Lord, save me !' then, feeling the 
approachings of Divine help, she changed the form of 
her plea and said, ' Lord, thou wilt save me ! ' and 
finally, she exclaimed repeatedly, * Lord, thou hast 
saved me !' and thus she received salvation. Oh, what 
glory there is^in the simple exercise of faith in laying 
hold of God, and securing the atonement. In about two 
months the Lord gave us an increase of about 200 
members. Next, ^nsiting Falmouth, I was entertained in 
an inn, the keepers of which were converted, and members 
of our Society. I next spoke at Perrin ; the chapel here 
being private property, our people had been turned out 
of it, and it was converted into a stable ; but as the 
horses frequently died in it, the holders concluded that 
God was grieved, and they therefore reconverted it into a 
chapel, and in it the work of God prospered. 

** The next evening I preached at St. Day's, in the 
Baptist chapel, our own not being large enough to 
accommodate the people. It was a glorious time ; but 
fearing that a prayer-meeting, conducted after the 
Primitive Methodist fashion, might not be acceptable to 
the parties loaning the chapel, I omitted it\ «ss.^ ^s^ 
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that account, perhaps, there appeared no conTersions. 
Oh the worth of prayer-meetings, after preachings, where 
they can he carried on with jndicious energy, and faith 
in God ! After this service, hrother Driffield and I were 
entertained for the night at a friend's house. Family 
worship heing concluded, we were shown to bed ; in 
passing a room at the foot of the stairs, I beheld the 
appearance of a man, as if sitting writing. I asked 
brother Driffield who he was. He replied there was no 
person in the room alluded to. I assured him there 
was ; that he was sat at the table, writing, with a 
candle [before him. He asked me how the person was 
dressed, and when I told him — he said it was an appari- 
tion. He observed, that the master of the house had 
died some time previously, and that the two sons were 
disputing about the toiU, I then requested brother 
Driffield to take the candle and see if there were any 
person in the room in question, which I have described. 
He proceeded to examine, but could see nothing resem- 
bling a human being. I felt certain, however, that I had 
actually seen what I have described. 

" In the morning I inquired if there were any person 
in the room at the bottom of the stairs, when we 
retired on the previous evening. The lady of the 
house replied there was not, to her knowledge. This 
was strange. I was afterwards informed that before 
the master died, the family could scarcely live with 
him, he was almost constantly blaspheming, in a manner 
that was frightful. These mysterious circumstances I 
record, and leave to the consideration of the reader. 

" Accompanied by Mr. Driffield, I went to see Mr. 
Jones, Wesleyan minister. We were old companions 
in tract distribution in StafPordshire, but I had not seen 
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him for twenty-four years. "We had some pleasant con- 
versation. Mr. Jones called to my recollection matters 
of bygone days, especially the case of two drunken men 
who came and mocked us in our devotional services ; 
but who afterwards came to acknowledge their wicked 
behaviour to God and us. 

"Sunday, November 24th, preached at the Downs 
and St. Austell ; at the latter place two souls were 
converted. 

"On Monday I started for Yorkshire; in passing 
through Lostwithiel, there was some excitement in 
consequence of a young woman having committed self- 
destruction ; this event furnished me with a text, from 
which I preached to the passengers as we proceeded on 
our journey. 

" In this journey I stopped and officiated in Exeter 
and Bristol; at the latter place, I stayed with our 
missionaries, and found their residence to consist of one 
room, and their domestic arrangements to be like those 
which I had observed when missioning in the infancy of 
the Connexion. 

*' After arriving at Hull, preached on the 22nd, and 
three persons were saved. At the watch-night, at the 
end of the year, I preached from the ' barren fig-tree,' 
when God searched the audience from the topmost twig 
to the deepest offshoot of the roots. 

" Taking a tour to Tunstall, I preached to my old 
friends ; and after travelling to Whitehaven, the Lord 
gave me twelve souls; and after a missionary meeting, 
eight persons were saved of the Lord. On Sunday, 
February 23rd, at the old chapel. Quarry-hill, I 
preached anniversary sermons, and one person found 
peace in believing. 
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*' On Tuesday, February 25th, 1834, I entered the 
marriage state once more. This event took place in the 
fifty-third year of my age, and she who became my 
partner was about the same age. I now laboured in 
special services, principally in Hull circuit, up to the 
period of the Birmingham Conference. The religious 
services of this Conference were very glorious. Six 
sermons were preached at the oamp-meeting by brothers 
Morgan, Hallam, Turner, Flesher, and myself, and the 
work of God broke forth like fountains of water. At the 
evening love-feast many were brought into the liberty 
of the children of God. I then went on to Sheffield to 
assist in the mission cause, and at the end of the public 
meeting, several persons professed salvation. 

" In November I improved the death of Mrs. Bee- 
croft, in Hull; she was born at Newland, in 1770. 
Her father was a Baptist, and her mother a Wesleyan. 
Soon after I missioned Hull, she and her mother, under 
the feeling of curiosity, came to hear myself and col- 
leagues in the ^ old factory. ' The daughter was 
awakened under John Harrison ; and received pardon- 
ing mercy under the ministry of John Verity. Her 
life was ever afterwards devoted to God, and amid 
many trials was sustained with steady fortitude. It 
was her practice to devote a portion of time twice a 
week to hold a special religious meeting with her servants 
and work-people. Her attendance on the public ordi- 
nances was uniform and constant, her connection with 
the church unbroken for fourteen years. Her liberality 
in supportmg the ministry, the sick, and poor, was mu- 
nificent. During the raging of the cholera she was 
seized with that terrible malady ; when informed that 
a person the day previous had died of the disease, ake 
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replied — ' Yes, it may be my turn to die to-morrow * — 
and so it was. Before she expired, when asked by her 
attendants if she was happy, she replied, ' I am, I am 
confident, I am going to Jesus/ And notwithstanding 
the agonies of her affliction, she broke forth into a 
rapture of praise. This was just before life ceased ; she 
fell asleep in Jesus, aged sixty-four. ' Blessed are the 
dead that die in the Lord.' 

"Some time after this, at a quarterly meeting in 
Hull, brother Holliday stated, that in prayer he had 
ventured to believe that God would grant him and his 
colleagues a certain number of souls during the next 
quarter. I encouraged him to hold fast his faith, 
assuring him that I should help with my faith and 
prayers ; and at the end of the quarter the exact number 
of souls were realized. 

" The Conference this year was at Tunstall ; the in- 
crease was 4,772. The camp-meeting was powerftd; 
three preaching-stands were erected. At the one I oc- 
cupied it was supposed twenty-five conversions took 
place, and the total saved were about one hundred. 
And at our succeeding camp -meeting, on the Dock 
Green, in Hull, twenty souls were delivered from 
spiritual bondage. 

''On July 19th, in travelling to Moneyash to open a 
new chapel, several wicked persons were passengers on 
the coach. Supposing me to be a minister, they began 
to make sport about the Wesleyan preachers assembled 
in Conference at Sheffield, and to say, that they supposed 
* ducks and green-peas ' would be very dear in Sheffield, 
as Methodist preachers were very fond of them. I 
replied that in my opinion if the ministers were good 
men, God, the giver of all good, would Ti"Qt\, Vifc ^^^^^^^^^ 
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at them having ducks and green-peas, for they were the 
rightful heirs of the earth, and its bounties ; but the 
wicked were rebels and unworthy of his goodness. One 
of the parties made some reply, accompanied with swear- 
ing. I told the party that swearing was very unpolite ; 
and if he did not mend his manners he would not fare 
well in the eternal world. I then inwardly waited on 
God, and prayed that he would pierce the swearer. I 
began again to reason with the man, but he said I had 
better cease, as my talk made him feel very queerly. I 
replied, 'You will feel more queerly yet, if you don't 
change your course.' When the coach stopped, to escape 
my importunity, he took a seat on the front of the coach 
— * Poor sinner, he could not stand the fire.' 

" On reaching Moneyash, I remembered having in my 
wicked state called at the tavern in the town, and not 
having cash to pay my bill, a gentleman in the 
house paid my expenses. This fact occurred thirty- 
three years before, and I related it to the congregation 
while dedicating the chapel. I was glad to find here 
many precious souls knitted in Christian bonds. With 
the experience of the class leader, I was deeply in- 
terested ; he was awakened in a tavern while intoxicated 
amid depraved companions, and on his knees among 
them he prayed for mercy. Several were so affected 
that they wept with him, and a few days after, whilst 
in a marble quarry, he believed in God and was set at 
liberty. 

" Having to ofiiciate at a chapel opening at Wroote, 
near Epworth, I went thither ; but I found a mistake 
had been committed relative to the day of opening. 
I therefore preached in an old bam. This place had 
obtained notoriety for wickedness, but when brother 
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George Lamb entered it in the name of God, and 
preached in the open air, much good was done. He 
accepted an offer of the school-room, as an occasional 
preaching house. One morning, however, the parson 
of the parish, assisted by a rabble, pulled the school- 
house down ; but in this instance of blind persecution, 
Satan and and his agents were defeated, for the pulling 
down of the school-house ended in the erection of a 
neat Primitive Methodist chapel. 

** In travelling to Hull by the Selby steamer, I met 
with brother Stansfield of the Swinefleet circuit. It 
being rainy, we took shelter in the cabin. When 
seated, one of the passengers asked ' Blind William ' to 
sing a song. He responded compliantly, and played his 
fiddle withal. When he had finished his ditty, I ex- 
horted the passengers to seek heavenly delights, divine 
merriments. Having thus roused attention, I left the 
cabin and went on deck. Shortly after brother Stans- 
field followed me, and observed, that he had never 
witnessed such an instantaneous and powerful effect., 
produced among a company of people as my address had 
made — all was commotion^ some were crying * Sing on, 
William,* others saying, * No, there is a time for all 
things.' Others were disputing on what had been said. 
At last a soldier came up and requested me to go 
below and sing a hymn. I accompanied him into the 
cabin and sang, 

' Let earth and heaven agree, 

Angels and men be joined/ etc. 

" After having finished the hymn, I gave a second 
exhortation, which was listened to with attention by all 
present, one woman shedding tears. * BIvsnsL "^'^iXNasss.; 

p 2 
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finding the people were now not in the right mood to be 
charmed with his music, bagged his fiddle and with- 
drew. 

" From the last date, till the close of 1635, I laboured 
in several parts of Yorkshire and Lincolnshire, with 
more or less success. I may remark, that on the night 
of 11th December, a fire broke out in my house, which 
burnt part of a bed, and came in contact with a counter- 
pane where it stopped. How it was arrested in a 
locality which was so favourable to its extension, I know 
not. Perhaps he who commands the winds and waves 
said to the fiames enkindled in the dwelling of his un- 
worthy servant, ' Hitherto shalt thou go, but no farther.' 
"On May 14th, started for the Conference at Lynn. 
Preached at Lincoln on the way, where several persons 
were brought into deep emotions respecting their soul's 
interests. The religious services of this Conference 
were very efiPective ; especially the processioning through 
the streets of the town. It was supposed the authorities 
would interrupt us, and a policeman intimated that such 
would probably be the case ; but I observed that when- 
ever we held a Conference, a procession was always a part 
of our proceedings. The procession to the camp-ground 
was prodigious, and the vigour and order of the move- 
ment was grand. At the camp-meeting, thirty sermons 
were preached, and about thirty prayer-meetings con- 
ducted ; and many souls were converted to God. 

" On Sunday, June 19th, I assisted Mr. John Flesher 
to open a commodious chapel in Coal-pit-lane, Shefiield. 
Brother Flesher preached in the morning and evening, 
and I officiated in the afternoon. In the morning, as 
I sat and listened to the powerful, beautiful, and 
unctuous reasoning of brother Flesher, I felt humbled in 
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the dust, and wondered how it was that God had ever 
suffered me to he a preacher and to continue one for above 
twenty years. With this view of myself, I fled to the 
throne of grace and implored Divine help for the service 
of the afternoon. The Lord heard my prayer, and in 
the afternoon his glory filled the house. 

" The next day, as brother Flesher and I journeyed 
homewards, I told him what were my views and feelings 
whilst I heard him preach the previous morning, and to 
my surprise he stated, that he had opposite views of my 
preaching and his own, and that the fear of spoiling my 
sermon, were he to pray after it, induced him to leave 
the pulpit, and retire into the vestry to prevent my 
asking him to pray. Thus the Lord humbles us to 
prevent us from glorying in his presence, and to shew us 
that he ' that glorieth should glory in the Lord.' 

" Sunday, June 26th, ofliciated in Hull, and two per- 
sons found the peace of God ; and whilst giving tickets to 
brother W. Hodge's class, one of the members stated 
that whilst I was preaching at the late camp*meeting she 
obtained mercy. 

" On Sunday, July 24th, I and Mr. Jukes preached 
special discourses at Hanley Green chapel. Here a 
person saluted me, and asked me if I knew him. I 
told him I did not. He said, * Do you not remember 
telling me many years ago, to go home and say to my 
parents, tlmt if they would not go to heaven with me, I 
ought not to go to hell with them ? Well, I did as you 
wished, and from that time started for heaven, and 
blessed be God, I have been on the way ever since, 
which is now twenty years.' 

** I next went to Morley to open a new chapel. I 
was interested with my compauion m tw5^\SKCi'^. "^^ 
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told me that through my humhle instrumentality Grod 
had converted his soul many years ago. 

" October 23rd, at Fulstow in the Grimsby circuit, I 
assisted to dedicate a new sanctuary to God*s service, 
and the vicar of the parish, a worthy and useful man, 
made himself efficient as a collector. 

*' Passing over several public occasions and circum- 
stances, I may observe that on the 2nd of February 
in my own house, while pleading with God, he came 
down upon me in an extraordinary manner ; the stream 
of divine power flowed upon my soul, and the mystery 
of faith expanded upon my understanding with peculiar 
brightness. My heart burned with sympathy for souls, 
and with intense aflFection and love to my ever-blessed 
Redeemer. 

"February 11th, left home to journey to Portsmouth 
and the Isle of Wight on the * Lord's business.* We 
held a public meeting at West Cowes. Here we had 
some annoyance, but I suddenly left the platform and 
went into the midst of the disturbers and looked at them 
in the strength of the Lord, and they became abashed 
and ashamed. At the Newport meeting one soul was 
saved. 

" On Sunday, 25th, I assisted brothers Harland and 

J to open a chapel in Newport ; and we went to 

Brighton to make inquiries relative to stationing a home 
missionary in that fashionable town. 

'^ After a tour to Malton, etc., I reached Hull, and 
the first news I heard was, that on the preceding 
evening God had saved ten souls ; and then a letter 
arrived from brother Thomas Holliday stating that in 
the Isle of Wight a good work of converting sinners was 
going on. 
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" The Sheffield Conference now took place, brothers 
H. Bourne, J. Garner, and myself conducted the 
religious services. The love-feast was led by brothers 
Flesher, Atterby, and Clowes, and we had the joy to hear 
penitent souls pray for pardoning mercy. The Con- 
nexional increase this year was 2,971. 

" I now record a serious event which took place in 
Hull. The Union steamer in the port of Hull was 
greatly shattered, and many persons killed and wounded 
from the boiler bursting. Luke Green, one of our 
members, was killed ; Jacob Dawson, travelling preacher, 
escaped with the loss of his hat, and a slight wound on 
the arm ; and the special interposition of God saved me 
and mine. My wife had prepared the previous evening 
to take a journey by the ill-fated steamer, and I, as usual, 
proposed to accompany her to the vessel ; but in my 
private devotions in the night, I was unusually drawn 
out after God ; continued communing with him until 
three o'clock in the morning, and therefore overslept the 
time of the steamer's departure. We were hereby pre- 
served from sharing the disaster that befel many unhappy 
sufferers. Praise the Lord, my soul. 

" Afterwards, while at Barnard Castle assisting Mr. 
Joseph Smith, we had success on the Sabbath ; and on 
Monday we formed a procession and sang to the top of 
the town where two young preachers addressed the 
people. The public meeting was one of thrilling and 
absorbing interest. At Middleton public meeting, Mr. 
Smith related to the people the fact that some time ago 
himself and I had entered into covenant to plead for a 
revival in Barnard Castle, and God had revived his work 
and an increase of one hundred and fifty members had 
been realized. 
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"On November 19th, I preached annual sermons in 
Sunderland. In the morning service my heart im 
melted, and my tears flowed, which almost mifitted me 
to proceed. In the latter service, after the first hymn, 
I began to preach, omitting public prayer. I wis 
surprised at this irregularity, when told of it ; but God 
saved either four or five. The next morning I delivered 
a short address in Mr. Black's house to his family and 
servants ; and was much interested with this Christian 
household, on which the blessing of God eminently rested 

** On the Wednesday I proceeded to Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne, to assist brothers Hebbron and Towler to lay the 
foundation stone of the new chapel in Nelson-street 
The day was windy, but the concourse of people was 
large. In the evening we had a public meeting in the 
music hall, and interesting addresses were delivered, 
which proved effective in raising means to build the 
sanctuary of the Lord. 

*' In June, 1838, I attended Darlaston Conference. 
The camp-meeting was powerful for a while, but being 
beaten off by the rain, we adjourned to the chapel in 
which we had six prayer-meetings, all proceeding at the 
same time in different parts of the chapel, and in 
separate companies. The scene was striking and the 
interest intense ; many sought and found the Lord in 
the services of the day. 

*< August 19th, brother Harland and I dedicated a 
new chapel to God at Goxhill in Lincolnshire; the 
collections were noble, and fnlly proved the love the 
people bore to the good cause, and God was present to 
bless all that heard the word. From this period I 
frequently paid over sums of money to the quarter- 
boards which I received from out x^^^^^^^d.€cv5jagj^"B^ J, 
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Shafts, Esq. Were we, as a people, more powerful and 
icievoted to God's work, we should, I doubt not, have an 
increase of liberal friends to help us to extend the sal- 
Tation of Christ through the land. 

"As the work of the Lord progressed and souls 
were rapidly entering the church in Hull, it was resolved 
to employ a 'town's missionary;' and one was ap- 
pointed accordingly, and very soon two new classes were 
formed." 



CHAPTER XIX. 

JOURNAL EXTRACTS. — VARIOUS LABOURS. 

1838—1842. 

"On July 21st, 1839, I assisted in connection with 
Mr. John Davison and Mr. Thomas Crompton, to set 
apart a neat Gothic edifice in the village of Bamsby-le- 
beck. The various services gave satisfaction ; and as an 
earnest of greater things one soul bore testimony to 
the power of Jesus to forgive sins. I was kindly enter- 
tained in the hospitable abode of Mr. Hufton, farmer, 
a lover of the cause of Primitive Methodism and of 
good men. 

" The following Sabbath, assisted by brother Davison^ 
I re-opened Grimsby chapel, a new gallery having been 
erected in the building. I then proceeded to Hessle, 
to conduct a love-feast, and was present at the death- 
bed scene of a venerable father departing in presence of 
his family. The mother and two sons held the hands 
of the dying parent, weeping at the thoughts of sepa- 
ration, but rejoicing that his soul was washed in Jesus' 
blood, and his hope of eternal life blooTova^. \ ^^>x^j!^. 
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liow glorious it is to die supported with a good hope 
through grace surrounded with earthly attendants, and 
attended by invisible friends, those holy angels who are 
ministering spirits, * sent forth to minister for them who 
shall be heirs of salvation !* 

" In returning from Hessle meeting in a conveyance, 
along with Mr. Sissons, the horse fell, and I was thrown 
out, and was much shaken internally. For some time 
I thought my breath would not return, and I was after- 
wards in the doctor's hands for three months. How 
strange, considering the thousands of miles I have 
travelled, and the overtumings and breakings down 
I have had, that I have not been killed or maimed ! 

"The friends in Scarborough having raised a new 
chapel on the site of the old one, which had been 
shaped like the letter T, I assisted in the dedication 
services, with Messrs. Sanderson, Evans, Jefferies, and 
Flesher ; the attendance was good, and the contributions 
to the commodious sanctuary beyond expectation. Our 
thanks were justly due to Mr. Flesher, who ably super- 
intended the erection, and principally aided to bring the 
chapel to a successful completion, 

"We next proceeded to Filey, to hold missionary 
services. The contributions were good, and in Mrs. 
Jenkinson's missionary box there was about 8/. It was 
some time before I could find out how our good sister 
contrived to get so much money. At last I found that 
she was highly esteemed by the fishermen, and that 
engaging to pray for them whilst they were fishing, they 
pledged themselves to give her for a missionary box a 
per centage over a certain quantity of fish caught. 
This sister became remarkable for her energy in the 
missionary cause, and taisedW^^ «vslxo& %3w\u»lly for the 
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mission fund so that she became known as the ' Queen 
of Missionary Collectors/ She was also great in the 
sight of the Lord, and among his people for the strong 
faith she exercised in the Divine promise. Her husband 
had been a subject of heavy affliction, and was given up 
by his medical advisers. She engaged with God in 
special prayer on his behalf, and covenanted with him 
to give her whole heart to him and the last sovereign 
she had in her possession to the missionary box. She 
continued to pray and believe that the petition she 
asked would be given ; and God answered her prayer 
in the recovery of her husband. 

" April 1 2th, I preached in Church-street chapel on a 
sacramental occasion, and embraced the opportunity to 
plead and reason with those who neglect or despise this 
blessed ordinance of God. I observed, ' You must ask 
yourselves, as you leave the symbols of the body and blood 
of Christ behind you, " Whither am I going? I am going 
from God in his offers of grace. Christ invites me to 
stay and receive the memorials of his passion — to do this 
in remembrance of him — to confess him before men ; 
but I will not ! Others may do so if they please, but 
I am not fit to do so, or, I do not feel a desire to do it, 
nor any need of it." O brother, sister, take care that 
you are not deceived. Are you not in going away con- 
firming the doubt we have had of you, that you are going 
to the Devil ? and that soon the infernal seducer will sav. 
To-morrow shalt thou be with me ? * 

'* I was happy to find my pleadings were not altogether 
in vain ; one person came up and said he could not go 
away, and he decided to be a witness for his Lord. 

''Having to attend the district meeting at South 
Shields I was kindly received tbeie \i^ 'NVx. ^Okiv^w!^, 
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the sopeiintendent minister. The addreaaes oq tbe 
missionarj pUtfonn were effectiTe, that of Mr. Cook of 
Ballast HiBs was eircnmstanrial in detail, and prodneed 
a good impression. He said, 'Before the Piimitife 
Methodists came to Newcastle, I was a thoogfatleflB, 
wicked joong man. Myself and some others, one 
Sunday erening sallied oat of a tarem, and crossing tbe 
Ballast HiDs, saw a man preaching in the open air. 
One of the party said, " Come, let as go and have some 
fun with yon Quaker ; " hut when we got among the 
congregation we found ourselves struck with deep 
impression, and felt no disposition to make fun. From 
that period, I vowed to give €rod my heart. And now,' 
observed the speaker, ' our venerable father on the plat- 
form, Mr. Clowes, was the supposed Quaker who was 
preaching on Ballast Hills on that occasion. What hath 
God wrought!' 

''On September 23rd, 1840, we held an interesting 
quarterly meeting in Hull, and made some of oar Branch 
circuits into independent circuits. My young friend, 
Mr. J. Dodsworth, being stationed on the Bedford 
mission, sent me the following letter, which I feel 
pleasure in inserting, with my reply thereto. 

" * My dear father Clowes, — ^I herewith send you the 
minutes of our official meeting. We feel honoured 
with you being our representative ; and, if you cannot 
act, probably our esteemed brethren T. Holliday or J. 
Flesher will do so. We have had fourteen fresh 
members this quarter, and we are climbing the hill a 
little ; we are assured you have helped us with your 
prayers. I beg a continued interest in your prayers in 
behalf of this mission, my family, and myself, I feel 
I live in the Divine glory, and I am thankful for a few 
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seals to my ministiy ; but I long for scores, yea 
hundreds, to be converted to God. Do favour me with 
a line to give me your views as to the best course to 
promote a great and lasting revival of religion. We have 
generally crowded congregations, and all our chapel 
sittings are let ; but whilst numbers are very intelligent, 
they remain unconverted to God. What can I say and 
do to make them feel the power of God*s saving truth ? 
Oh, who is sufficient for these things ? Give my love to 

the brethren. My dear family and brother J send 

their love. Through Divine- mercy we are all well, and 
happy in the rich and sovereign grace of God. Yours 
faithfully, ' J. Dodsworth.' 

" ' My dear Jeremiah, — Be holy in soul and body,and 
rouse your colleagues in the ministry to Uve in the same 
spirit. Pray earnestly and constantly for the converting 
gift ; in other words, for the spirit of the ministry. Gt)d 
clothes his priests with salvation, for their own benefit 
and for that of others. Pray for the power to travail 
in birth for souls. When Zion travailed, she " brought 
forth children." Pray for strength to bring forth, or 
you will fail in the vital part of your arduous work. 
But remember, this will bring you into close contact 
with infernal powers, darkness will envelope you, strong 
temptation will beset you; and some that might be 
expected to assist and co-operate with you, the powers 
of hell will stir up and arm against you. But fear 
not, though you have to wrestle with "principalities 
and powers, and the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, and spiritual wickedness in high |Aaces ; " and say 
with the apostle, — ** I count not my fife dear to myself, 
so that I might finish my course with joy, and the 
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ministry which I have received of the Lord Je8iu,li| 
testify the Gospel of the grace of God.'* Continue til 
])laut your standard on the highways and hedges, in tkl 
streets and lanes of the city. Preach a present, free, Ml 
salvation from all inward and outward sin ; but pTeick| 
in faith, that the result may be realized — ^the salvatin 
of sinners. Preach short, and oki all particular occaMi 
follow with a praying course ; but pray short and pm' 
in faith, to witness an immediate effect wrought thrm^ 
the influence of the Divine unction of the Holy One.' 
Keep up a regular course of pastoral visitations, andlx 
conversant with discipline ; live in the spirit of theft 
duties with simplicity of mind, doing all with a single 
eye to God*s glory ; trust the whole enterprise with 
God, who will see both to you and yours ; and be 
assured you will not be without fruit : and wheneyer 
you may have your lot assigned in the will and purpose 
of the Divine providence, you will never be withoot 
more or less of a lasting revival. Farewell. Youn 
truly, *W. Clowes.* 

" On Sunday, October 25th, I attended the opening 
services of the new chapel at Brigg, in Lincolnshire. 
For many years the cause has been crippled here for 
want of chapel accommodation ; but now a neat edifice 
has been raised, also school premises and a minister's 
house, in an excellent situation. The array of talent 
summoned to the dedication of the beautiful house of 
prayer was very strong ; and God sanctified it on the 
interesting occasion. Messrs. Sanderson, J. Garner, 
Ratcliffe, Rowe, W. Garner, and W. Clowes, led the 
devotions of the large assemblies. An interesting tea- 
meeting, held in Mr. Parker's malt kiln, concluded the 
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' li services, when admirable speeches were delivered, and 
" the contributions exceeded expectation. Quickly folio w- 
:s ing this pubHc occasion, was the Hull missionary 
^ meeting, which annually creates very strong excitement 
1 1 and hallowed feeling ; but on this anniversary the pro- 
^ ceedings were intensely interesting, on account of the 
^ peculiar and graphic statements of Mr. Chapman, in 
2, narrating his persecutions, triumphs, and success, in 
^ connection with his colleagues, on the Hertford mission. 
,'5 " About this period, I received a letter from brother 
j Thomas Oliver, Superintendent of the Durham circuit, 
requesting me to attend special services ; and which 
letter will corroborate some of my former statements, in 
relation to the work of God in the north of England. 

" * Dear father in Christ, — I am appointed by our 
quarterly meeting to request your services in this 
circuit, previously to the Northern District meeting. 
This application did not, in the first instance, originate 
with me ; but it has my most hearty and warm approval. 
The first time I had the pleasure of an interview with 
you, I shall not easily forget ; it was at Mr. Hildrew's, 
in Sunderland. Two matters at that period greatly 
occupied my mind, — First, the nature of holiness; and, 
secondly, living faith. I remember your remarks on 
holiness to this day ; but the flame and expression of 
your prayers, on the above occasion, imbued with the 
unction of heaven, gave me larger views of the mystery 
of faith, and of a present salvation. I cannot tell you 
all I feel whilst I refer to that happy interview. Now I 
fully believe your visiting us in the north will be for 
God's glory ; our circuit is moving ; we have received 
sixty-six members on trial during the las»t <a^iKtVKt>'wss^ 
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the Divine glorj is amongst us ; bnt it is but limited as 
compared with what it used to be in, the long room in 
Sunderland, when overwhelmed with the mighty power 
of God, numbers frequently fell prostrate. Our simple 
object, in earnestly inviting you down to this country, is, 
that another revival, deeper and more lasting than the 
former, may be the glorious result. I would say then, 
like the men of Macedonia, " Come over and help us." 
* I am, dear father in Christ, yours, 

'Thomas Oliver.* 

" I went again on a missionary deputation to the city 
of York, in connection with Messrs. Flesher, J. Grameri 
Reynard, etc. The proceedings were of a lively and 
interesting nature. "When the collection was made and 
counted, it was ascertained that it was short of the pre- 
ceding year. Mr. Flesher then, with his usual grace 
and persuasive appeals, submitted that the females who 
were the collectors should again try the liberality of the 
audience, and if there was still a deficiency, he would 
himself make up the balance. Some parties then from 
the gallery threw some silver on the platform, which was 
followed by a complete shower of coppers and silver 
rained down from all sides of the chapel. When aU 
was gathered up, ' the chairman reported progress, and 
asked leave to sit again that day twelvemonths.' Tliis 
pleasant and delightful meeting then rose, and with 
powerful harmony sang, * Praise Qod from whom all 
blessings flow,' etc. 

"On Sabbath, June 1st, we commenced a revival 
meeting in Hull chapel at six o'clock, a.m., and con- 
cluded at ten o'clock, p.m. The services were con- 
tinued unbroken, and consisted of singing, reading the 
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Scriptures, prayers, short sermons, and a love-feast. 
The attendance was numerous, and the feeling through- 
out deep and solemn ; about twelve persons professed 
to find redemption in the blood of Jesus. 

" Being now engaged to officiate for the benefit of a 
Sunday-school in the Potteries, I went thither, and Mr. 
Thomas Bumdred accompanied me to see Mr. P. Brooks, 
my cousin. Here I found his daughter, Miss Harriet, 
in a feeble state of health. After a little conversation 
with her father, it was strongly impressed upon my 
mind that the young lady would soon die, and that I 
should immediately tell her my conviction and urge her 
to prepare to meet her God. t therefore invited her 
into a private room, and talked with her on the im- 
portant matters connected with her soul's welfare ; and 
urged her to get ready for the eternal world, as I felt an 
impression that she would soon die. This statement 
appeared to alarm the young lady, and she became 
much excited, exclaiming, * O, I am sure to die ! — 0, 1 
shall soon die ! ' I then called into the room her father, 
Mr. Bumdred, and her sister. We then bowed down 
before the Lord, and pleaded with him that he would 
save the young ladies. God was present, and con- 
viction deeply pierced them ; but they did not at that 
juncture obtain deliverance, but the eldest sister re- 
ceived mercy in a few days after, and the one that 
rested on my mind, whose days were numbered, 
obtained pardon also, and after lingering a few months, 
she departed hence in the enjoyment of a good hope 
thrqugh grace. 

''On Sunday, July 25th, 1841, I was engaged at 
Thoresby, in Grimsby circuit, in preaching on behalf 
of the chapel. I had liberty of soul in addressing the 

Q 
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crowded congregations ; and after the last service I put 
into action what was called the * golden system,' which 
has heen strongly recommended by Mr. Hugh Bourne, 
and has been of signal service in reducing chapel debts. 
The plan is to procure a list of subscribers, who are 
willing to become responsible for certain sums against 
the next anniversary; the parties engaging either to 
collect the sums promised from their friends, or bestow 
the money from their own resources. 

" In the following September, we had an interesting 
chapel-opening at Whitby. We assembled early, and 
I addressed the Sabbath-scholars, and bestowed rewards. 
We then formed a procession to the chapel, consisting 
of the ministers, the mayor of the town, the trustees, 
leaders, meipbers of society, and Sabbath - scholars. 
We sang through the streets, which was very striking 
and impressive. Mr. Flesher preached in the morning, 
and I officiated afternoon and evening. On Monday 
evening a tea-meeting was held, and addresses were 
delivered ; and several ministers of the town preached 
on the subsequent evenings. The contributions on 
behalf of the chapel were satisfactory, and the donations 
given from all ranks, from the Marquis of Normanbj 
to the poorest labourer, were liberal. Mr. Greorge 
Stansfield, the superintendent preacher, had bis reward 
in witnessing the success that accompanied the interest- 
ing dedication of the new sanctuary to the worship of the 
living and true God. May many souls be bom there ! 

'^Omitting the record of several engagements, I 
may mention, that at Patrington I assisted brother 
Shepherd to open a new chapel. The opening services 
were continued the following Sabbath by Mr. Flesher 
and Mr. Knowles. A tea-meeting terminated the 
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proceedings, and all ended satisfactorily. Mr. Rnowles, 
the superintendent, had had much toil and anxiety in 
this chapel case ; but he persevered therein, and saw a 
successful conclusion. 

'' At the Hull December quarterly meeting, we had 
our missionary anniversary ; the speakers were Messrs, 
EatcHffe, Welhoume, Smith, Knowles, Harland, Chap- 
man, Sanderson, Holliday, Flesher, and Clowes. The 
addresses were uncommonly effective, and a powerful 
unction flowed upon the crowded auditory. The en- 
thusiasm of the meeting rose to the highest pitch, and 
the people demanded a second meeting. The second 
meeting was equally powerful in feeling, and the col- 
lections were above 100/. We had also several instances 
of generous Hberalityto the missionary cause, among 
which was a present of 250 copies of anecdotes, by 
Mr. Matthew Denton, valued at 25L 

"On Friday, June 10th, 1842, the Conference was 
held at Newcastle-upon-Tyne. There were several 
things of a painful nature which exercised the minds of 
the brethren; hut God enabled us to terminate our 
business matters with satisfaction. The procession 
which formed in the town to go to the camp-meeting 
was very large. The meeting was held on the Town 
Moor, and the sight of the vast multitudes standing 
round the preaching stands was very imposing. The 
deepest attention was paid to the different speakers 
who addressed the crowds, and a striking seriousness 
characterized the people whilst the praying companies 
pleaded with God. The love-feast in the evening at 
Nelson-street chapel, at which I presided, was glorious. 
Several persons professed to find the peace of God 
which passeth all understanding. The whole pro- 

Q 2 
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ceedings of this Conference terminated on the 16th, 
and one of its last acts was to decide, that in conse- 
quence of old age and its attendant infirmities, Hugh 
Bourne and William Clowes be declared superannuated 
or * worn out preachers.' " 



CHAPTER XX. 

CLOSING LABOURS. 

1842—1851. 



To a man long accustomed to public life, eminently 
useful and popular in his profession, it is usually felt to 
be a period of trial when he is superseded, or throu^ 
physical inability is constrained to retire into privacy. 

Our venerable father had for many years occupied 
public attention, and lived a busy life, devoting himself 
a willing sacrifice to God, and for the good of man ; 
but now he was considered as having finished his 
itinerant course, and retired from the effective ranks of 
the ministry. Hut our friend did not consider his 
superannuation as sending him into obscurity, into 
dreamy indolence, and inglorious inaction, without defi- 
nite labour and responsibility. He considered it merely 
a circumstance, a connexional arrangement whereby his 
support fell upon the Preachers' Friendly Society, and 
other funds, his labours continuing as before to be 
devoted to the general welfare of the Connexion, but 
^ecially to the Hull circuit. 

At this period the facilities for travelling with ease 
and rapidity by the numerous lines of railway, enabled 
our friend to respond to many of the inritations that 
poured upon him, to preach special sermons for chapels. 
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Sunday-schools, and missions. We regret that he has 
not left a record or journal of those services since 1842 ; 
but many of his friends remember that they were often 
as effective and as soul-saving, as those which he dis- 
charged in the vigour of his best days. Being well 
known as one pf the founders of the body, remarkable 
for holiness of heart' and life, possessing considerable 
pulpit powers, and honoured as the instrument in the 
conversion of many who had risen to respectability in 
life and positions of usefulness in the Connexion, many 
felt anxious to see and hear him, — knowing, too, that 
an announcement for him to preach in their places of 
worship would draw crowded congregations, and secure 
large collections. For some years he was very useful 
in officiating on these special occasions ; but in course 
of time he became unequal to this line of action, so 
congenial to his desires and beneficial to others, and 
towards the close of 1850 he felt it difficult to preach 
more than once on the Sabbath-day. 

On his journeys in the train^ the steamer, and other 
conveyances, he adopted a line of usefulness which very 
few think of embracing, but for which he had a par- 
ticular aptitude; that is, of addressing his fellow 
passengers on the important matters of their salvation. 
The apostle requires ministers to be " apt to teach ; " 
to '' preach the word ; to be instant in season^ and out of 
season ; to reprove, and rebuke with all long-suffering and 
doctrine.'' Seated amid a number of passengers, Mr. 
Clowes has often silenced the flippant railer, rejoiced the 
hearts of the pious, comforted and encouraged the doubtful, 
the timid, and the tempted ; and many a coachman and 
guard, during the days of the old stage-coach travelling, 
have had reason to remember his quiet and pointed 
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Rppfftln to their consciences, on their 
swenring and intemperance. 

Our honourable father's long residenee in Hd 
Imiuglit him into connection with yarious measoRs M 
n^lfiteii to the interests of that important cinmit. Chifd 
affnirs fVtHpieutly engaged his attention. " Seat lettiB^* 
snva he, ** fell to niy lot through the death of a bmkff 
truHtee, Mr. Simfe, on whom it had formerlj deviM, 
and 1 nm thankful I have had success even in tUi 
Ono of the trustees had observed in reUition to MiD- 
street chapel, if erer the sittings brought in lOOLpff 
annum, the chapel would do well; but I thank God I 
have obtained niore than 130/." The success of IB- 
street in his hands encouraged the society to mib 
efforts for chapel extension ; and now^ in Hull, tlicR 
are four excellent Primitive Methodist chapels, capsfak 
of accommodating 4,000 hearers. 

As a class-leader, in the noon-tide of his life Mr. 
Clowes was eminently useful. In the bright and smmy 
morning of his day, we have seen how happy tnd 
prosperous he was in this office at Kidsgrove and Tuns- 
tall ; and if after many years of privation and toil, he 
had in a measure lost the vehemence of manner and 
buoyancy of action which belonged to his younger days, 
yet there was a fulness of knowledge, a mellow ripeness 
of experience, a sympathy, a child -like simplicity, which 
made him a beloved shepherd, successfully feeding the 
flock which Christ purchased with his blood. And his 
leadership in the society, his frequent addresses to the 
whole church in love-feasts and other occasions crreatl? 
assisted in the multiplication, stability, and enlargement 
of the society in Hull, which numbers now more than 
1,500 persons. 
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^ A. special engagement which he kept for several years 
in Hull, whenever opportunity permitted, was to meet 

^ on Wednesday afternoons for spiritual communion 

^ and special prayer with Messrs. Sissons and Wallis. 
Many a time they were constrained to say with Peter, 

, "It is good for us to be here." "A three-fold 
cord is not quickly broken,'^ and death alone was 
able to break the union of these three of " one heart 
and one soul." John Wallis was the first who went 
to Heaven — he was a Primitive Methodist at an early 
period of the mission in Hull; and became a local 
preacher and class-leader, and although blind, yet, 
possessed of an extraordinary memory, he was very 
useful in official meetings, and could quote names, dates, 
facts, and passages in the rules of discipline with 
astonishing accuracy. He was a holy man, deeply 
spiritual at the close of life, and died in a committee 
meeting in the vestry of Hull chapel, almost instan- 
taneously, while in the arms of Mr. William Sanderson. 
Father Clowes is also gone ! and of this little " band of 
men whose hearts " were as one, there only remains Mr. 
Sissons, a long and tried friend of Primitive Methodism, 
and a lover of all good men. When his Master calls 
him hence may he join his once-loved companions, with 
whom on earth he often took sweet counsel, — 

"In those Elysian seats, 
Where David his Jonathan meets f 

In narrating the closing scene, the departure of our 
venerable sire from earth to heaven, we are reminded, 
that our dear fathers and brethren, however holy and 
" great in the sight of the Lord " — ^however useful to 
the church, they must at some period \i^ ^«s^\^^ ^wss^ 




'dnsB die last of cutfa' 
tfe C limtiw i tbe passi^ to fiie 

-^tO the iJuiKS of IKBMlfftlGtT. 

For ■■BIT ■oa&s n woe fomamcd bT signs 
vlndi cooli HOC be wwlakm, that oar xenenibie and 
b c loitJ &tber nnst shordrbe lemoi e d firom oar flnidst; 
bat ahhoog^ fw e yai e d far tbe loaa, wbeacaOed to sofier 
ha inffictkn we dropp ed tbe brinj tear with thousands 
■tore m the soffeni^ dioidi ; bat he had fioished his 
work, and his reward was at hand. " like as a sbodc 
cf com eometh in his seafloo,** or like fine and beantifbl 
fhnt mellowed with the aotomnal son which falls bj 
its own ripeness, so oar venerable fathor was ripe for 
glorj, and was gathered into the beayenlj gamer. He 
lingered for the gammons with the dying prayer of 
Simeon in his heart. ''Lord, now lettest thou thy 
senrant depart in peace, aceordmg to thy word, for mine 
eyes have seen thy salration.'' 

" The last pabHc engagement," observes Mr. Bywater, 
''of our departed friend was in Mason-street chapel, 
where a meeting of the society and friends was held for 
the purpose of making arrangements for the erection of 
our new chapel in Jarratt-street. His physical strength 
now evidently declined apace, and of this he was fully 
sensible. About three weeks before he was seized with 
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his last attack^ he remarked to me, * I feel myself failing 
fast ; do you not see it ? ' I replied, that it was quite 
visible that during the winter he had become enfeebled, 
but that I hoped, as warmer weather approached, he 
would be enabled to take more exercise in the open air, 
which might greatly improve his health ; but that should 
Divme providence appoint otherwise, I hoped he was 
fully prepared to submit thereto. ' Yes ' said he, ' I am as 
you say, fully prepared. He will not fail me nor 
forsake me.' On arriving at my house he knelt down 
by the chair in which he usually sat in my study, and 
in secret poured out his soul to God for some time. 
On rising from his knees, he began to converse with me 
largely on the glories of heaven, and especially on our 
recognition of each other there, and in winding up 
his remarks he said, 'I shall possess it all, through 
the merits of Christ. He is my Saviour ; I am the 
chief of sinners ; but Christ is my all.' On the Satur- 
day previous to his last stroke, as we sat together in 
the same place conversing about church affairs, his soul 
was as full as ever of heavenly influence, and his anxiety 
for the welfare of Zion as manifest as I had known it 
during the whole of the thirty years of my acquaintance 
with him." 

His granddaughter, who attended him during his 
last days with all attention and regard says, ** My grand- 
father's last sickness came on very gradually. On the 
"Wednesday before he was taken seriously ill he led 
his class as usual, but appeared feeble. When giving 
out the hymn he manifested some embarrassment, and 
lost the lines of the hymn in the hook once or twice. 
One of the members remarked to me afterwards, that 
Mr. Clowes would not be able to lead the meeting much 
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longer. On the -Saturday morning he went to a com- 
mittee-meeting ; but on the last Sabbath, in Februuy 
he was unable to attend the house of Grod. On Mon- 
day he changed for the worse, and appeared restless 
and confased. On going into the next room for some- 
thing which he wanted, he could not find the way out; 
I heard him call, and on going into the room, I found 
him standing beside the window. At tea he appeared 
unable to grasp his cup, and could take very little food; 
in the evening, however, he engaged with all his «> 
customed earnestness and self-possession in family 
devotion. In the morning I went into his room, and 
he desired me to tell Mrs. Clowes to come quickly. It 
then appeared that paralysis had taken place^ and he 
was nearly speechless. With some difficulty we got 
him down stairs, when Mr. Bjrwater came in ; and on 
seeing him he wept, but could not speak. He signified 
by signs his wish for the doctor ; and Mr. Bywater 
brought him immediately. The doctor ordered leeches 
to be applied to his temples, and directed a bed to be 
prepared, thinking he would die immediately. But he 
would not consent to lie on the bed ; therefore he was 
placed in a chair. The tidings of his seizure rapidly 
spread among his friends, and Mr. Lamb came and 
was astonished at his altered aspect. He then 
intimated his desire to be lifted from his chair, and it 
was observed that he had lost the use of one side. 
With considerable effort he was got into his bed-room ; 
but his aversion to go to bed was very great. Mr. 
Sissons, hearing of his danger, now came to see him, and 
he was finally persuaded to retire to bed. During the 
day he was restless, and was got up several times. 
During the following night he suffered much, frequently 
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lifting up his arm^ perhaps occasioned by pain. About 

four o'clock Messrs. Bywater and Lamb got him up, 

and be sat in a chair awhile, and | then was put to bed 

■" for the last time. He appeared fully conscious^ knew all 

" his surrounding friends, and gave signs that God was 

'' with him. Mr. Jones once requested him, if he was 

\^ happy, to hold up his hand, and he instantly held it up. 

— Mr. Jones then said — * If you are very happy, Mr. 

Clowes, hold it up higher.' He then made another 

effort, and held it up as high as his remaining strength 

would allow. He then rapidly sank, and in the presence 

of his family and friends breathed his soul into the 

hands of his Reedemer, about six o'clock in the mprning 

of March 2nd, 1851. Just sixty years after the death 

of John Wesley." 

"They looked; 

He was dead ; 

His spirit had fled, — 
Painless and swift as his own desire. 

The soul, undressed 

From her mortal vest, 
Had stepped in her car of heavenly fire ; 

And proved how bright 

Were the -realms of light, 
Bursting at once upon the sight.'* 

Messrs. Sissons and Lamb communicated the affecting 
intelligence to the Ministers and others; and on the 
Wednesday following the interment took place in the 
cemetery at Hull. The funeral procession to the grave 
consisted of several thousand persons, among whom 
were thirty-seven ministers, many local-preachers, class- 
leaders, members of his family, and Mr. James Nixon, 
his early companion. Mr. William Harland gave out 
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snitable hymns, which were sung oo the way. ^e 
iiuenl wirice was read by Mr. John Bywater. 
appropriate address was delivered at the grave bj Ml 
George Lamb, after which Ht. Harland prayed. Fnnfr 
ral sermoDS were preached by Messrs. Lamb and Bj- 
water to vast coogregations in Hull ; and in many poti 
of the kingdom, and on foreign stations fnnend dii- 
coorses were delivered. Messrs. Petty and Lamb pvb- 
liahed their sermons, many thousand copies of Jwhid 
were sold in a short time. Mr. Bywater wrote a memdr 
of him, which appeared in the Connezioaal MfMiiw 
for 1853. 

Over the grave a tomb has been erected by sabscrip- 
tion, and on it there is the following iuscriptioa 




flamlr 

To the memory of 

WILLIAM CLOWES, 

One of the foundeiB of ihe Frimitiie MethodiU Connexioi^ 

who died March 2Dd, 1851, 

Aged seTenty-one years. 

" He vaa ■ burning nod ■ shining ligbt." 

As the last public engagement of our beloved fiuher 
was to attend a meeting to make arrangements for the 
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erection of the chapel in Jarratt-street^ it was resolved 
that the chapel should bear his name. It is a worthy 
monument to the memory of the departed founder of 
Primitive Methodism in Hull. It is 78 feet long, 60 
feet wide, and 37 feet high. It contains 1,200 sittings 
to let, besides 200 free. It is built in the Corinthian 
style of architecture ; the front is adorned with pilas- 
ters, and there is a pediment bearing an ornamental in- 
scription in the form of a shield, on which is inscribed — 

CLOWES' 

CHAPEL. 

1851. 

Primitive Methodist Connexion. 



CHAPTER XXL 

CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS. 



The venerable pastor, the special incidents of whose 
life and death we have attempted to narrate, merits a few 
more brief notices. The first shall relate to his 

1. Perstmal Appearance, — ^When we first saw father 
Clowes on the Ballast Hills, near Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
in 1822, addressing a large congregation from Psalm 
Ixviii. 1 8, his appearance was not much after the fashion 
of the ministry of modem days. He wore coloured 
clothes, and might have been taken for a commercial 
traveller, or a respectable shrewd sort of farmer or 
tradesman. As time wore on, he became more clerical 
in his costume, and wore a black suit. He was clean 
and plain in his appearance ; all things were in proper 
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taste, and perfectly in keeping with the holiness of his 
character, avoiding on the one hand slovenliness and 
neglect, and on the other, an absurd confomiity to the 
fashions of the day. His figure was below the midie 
size, stout and compact, his gait was erect, and hii 
walk very easy and elastic. His countenance was open 
and expressive, strikingly indicating the Yarious emotions 
that predominated in his mind. But the eye was the 
most characteristic ; it was rather large and prominent, 
and for piercing power was remarkable. When lighted 
up in the pulpit, or in the open-air, appealing to the 
excited multitude, we have witnessed its transition from 
the flashing of burning indignation, to the sjmpathetk 
meltings of love and teudemess. But we are not com- 
petent to describe the power with which nature had 
endowed the venerable missionary in this respect. 
Many have acknowledged themselves subdued with his 
expressive glance ; and frequently, as his journals intimate, 
the clamorous persecutor was quelled under one of his 
piercing looks. It reminded us sometimes of our Lord 
and faithless Peter, " and the Lord turned and looked 
upon Peter." What a look was that ! It wais a look 
of insulted majesty, of broken friendship, of meltii^ 
pity; it touched the heart of the unfaithfnl disicipk» 
"and Peter went out and wept bitterly.'* 

As a preacher, there was nothing very peculiar in Mr. 
Clowes' s manner. He simply followed nature, and with- 
out any studied effort exhibited in his pulpit movements 
a graceful and dignified action. 

But his voice will long be remembered for its unique 
and peculiar power. When fired with his subject, imd 
preaching with the demonstration of the Spirit, its 
shrillness and energy fcec^wently \iierced aud thrilled all 
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hearts. We can never forget the " top squeak" as Dr. 
Clarke described Benson's highest intonations. It was a 
voice which was not remarkable for depth of volume, 
but was clear and varied, well adapted to reach the 
outskirts of a large audience in the open air. 

Without much knowledge of music, he often sang 
with visible effect, and the lively tunes that he brought 
his melodious voice to bear upon, in the streets and 
lanes of the cities, especially in his early missioning, 
drew around him crowds of surprised hearers, before he 
commenced his burning and soul-saving appeals to their 
understandings and hearts. Many will remember that 
at love-feasts and other occasions, the entire congregation 
has been dissolved in tears, when he has suddenly broken 
the silent waiting with *• Mercy's itee,*^ or " Sound the 
loud timbrel o'er Egypt's dark sea." 

With a countenance open as the day, easy of access, 
courteous in his manners, and very social in his disposi- 
tion, he was a general favourite with the people. His 
long residence in Hull, presiding at public meetings, and 
walking the streets on pastoral duties, made him known 
to almost all classes. When a portrait of him was once 
exhibited in an artist's window, very few of the inha,bit- 
ants of Hull found any difficulty in associating it with 
the living subject. 

2. His general habits, — In many of the great men of 
our times distinguished for spiritual power and useful- 
ness, there have been certain eccentricities which have 
curtailed their usefulness, and, to a certain extent, 
damaged them in public esteem. But our venerable 
friend was careful of his reputation, for the sake of the 
cause to which he had devoted his life, and left a very 
narrow margin on which wit and sarcaam \xv\^\. «x:^^^^ 
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bis character to the ridicule of the enemies of religion 
As his personal appearance fuUj comported with what 
a minister ought to be, so his courtesy and general 
behaviour in the families he visited, and bj whom he 
was entertained in his mission tours, was correct and 
consistent. If be had not studied J' Dr. Clarke's letter 
to a Preacher/' his accurate sense of propriety led him 
to practice what is there ably recommended. He nerer 
gave any quarter to what was slovenly or despicable; 
but always encouraged the maxim that '^ cleanliness wts 
next to godliness/' and stimulated his companions and 
colleagues, whilst avoiding pedantry and pride, to elevate 
themselves in all that related to real Christian politeness. 
The maxim, " Let your moderation be known to all men," 
he laboured to observe in reference to diet, not only as 
the dictate of common sense, but as necessary to ke^ 
the body in subjection. He joined abstinence with 
prayer at the throne of heavenly grace. He was awaie 
that whilst gluttony might be avoided, yet there might 
exist an inordinate desire to pamper the appetite, whidi 
would operate injuriously. 

On the question of the " Temperance organization," 
which became so popular in his day, he disappointed 
the hopes of many leading parties in his own Connexion, 
in not throwing himself into the movement. He never 
could see his way clear to join the society, and to come 
forward as a lecturer on that question. He had the 
most exalted views of the faithful preaching of the 
gospel to save sinners from all sin, including the 
particular sin of drunkenness. He was himself a living 
witness of that power ; and, whilst he rejoiced in the 
success of intelligent and candid advocates of the 
temperance cq^use, and in cases of real reformation, yet 
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he considered, as it respected himself, that the full ex- 
hibition of the gospel in its saving influences, and the 
care of the churches, was sufficient to occupy all the 
powers of his body and mind, and that his mission fully 
included the question of scriptural temperance. This 
line of conduct drew down upon him and some of his 
esteemed friends, pointed censures from certain quarters ; 
but he meekly bore them without retorting. He had 
pondered the whole matter in its relations to himself, 
the Connexion, and religion in general, and the inde- 
pendence of thought and action he claimed for himself, 
he fully conceded to others. 

With reference to politics, he took care never to be 
lured into controversy. He seldom read a newspaper, 
consequently his feelings were never intense on political 
subjects, not even during the exciting parliamentary 
elections of the borough in which he resided. He, 
however, generally gave his support to the *' party of 
progress," and rejoiced in the gradual extension of 
religious liberty. He was a friend to the slave and the 
Jew, and prayed earnestly in public, and at the family 
altar, for their conversion and emancipation in all lands. 
Like most of the Anglo-Saxon race, he considered Britain 
had the best political constitution and the wisest set 
of rulers of any nation on the face of the earth. 

Whilst free from bigotry and narrow sectarianism, he 
was intensely Primitive Methodistic, both as respects 
doctrine and polity. He was not very sanguine in 
reference to the Evangelical Alliance, whose meetings he 
attended once or twice ; and he had little or no sympathy 
with divisions in Methodism and religious agitation. 
The custom of the Primitive Methodist body in occupy- 
ing neutral ground in times of strife wad 'vw^Vifc ^5«sss^ 
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to sustain, believing the Connexion was specially raised 
up to press forward the work of saving sinners^ and not 
to waste its powers on matters of ecclesiastical con- 
troversy. 

Like most men distinguished by intellectual or 
religious power " he was fond of children, and thought 
them the poetry of the world — the fresh flowers of the 
hearth and home ; ' little conjurors with their natural 
magic/ evoking, by their spells, what delights and 
enriches all ranks, and equalizes the different classes of 
society. Often as they bring with them anxieties and 
cares, and live to occasion sorrow and grief, we should 
get on very badly without them. Only think if there 
was never any thing anywhere to be seen, but great 
grown up men and women ! How we should long for 
the sight of a little child ! Every infant conies into the 
world Uke a delegated prophet, the harbinger and herald 
of good tidings, whose office it is ' to turn the hearts of 
the fathers to the children,' and to draw * the disobe- 
dient to the wisdom of the just.' A child soflens and 
purifies the heart, warming and melting by its gentle 
presence; it enriches the soul by new feelings, and 
awakens within it what is favourable to virtue. It is a 
beam of light, a fountain of love, a teacher whose 
lessons few can resist. Children recall us from much 
that engenders and encourages selfishness, that freezes 
the affections, roughens the manners, indurates the 
heart ; they enHghten the home, deepen love, invigorate 
exertion, infuse courage; and vivify and sustain the 
charities of life. It would be a terrible world if it was 
not embellished by Httle children."* 

Our venerable father, from a feeling of love to the 
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*' little ones," and a regard to his Heavenly Father's 
injunction — "feed ray lambs," frequently became a 
" teacher of babes," and although never a Sabbath- 
school teacher, he regarded the Sabbath-school as an 
important feeder of the church, and one of its prime 
institutions ; and was often engaged in publicly plead- 
ing its cause from the pulpit and the platform. 

The peculiar aptitude and zeal of the late Mr. H. 
Bourne, another of the fathers of the Connexion, in 
preaching to children, has had considerable effect ; and 
the Sabbath-school institutions of Primitive Methodism 
correspond in numbers and prosperity with the other 
working departments of the church. And we trust that 
parental and ministerial assiduity in training children 
and youth in the ways of the Lord will be more than ever 
carried onwards. The times demand it, and the 
Connexion's welfare requires it. 

In the family circle, the habits of our beloved friend 
were simple, easy, and gentle. His wishes were ex- 
pressed in a gentle and low tone of voice. Piety pre- 
dominated in all his domestic movements, and tinctured 
all his private intercourse. He was the Christian at 
hmney and was deeply beloved there. His departure 
from earth to heaven has created a blank in his house- 
hold which can never be filled up. 

3. Kis general attainments.-^Mr, Clowes' s tempera- 
ment was active, and his powers of intellect above the 
ordinary level. The imaginative faculty, if not as 
brilliant as in some, yet possessed considerable range. 
He loved the sublime and beautiful, and was charmed 
vnth descriptions of Palestine and Eastern history. 
He delighted in the oriental style of the prophets, 
and often quoted in his prayex^ mA y^^^Omce^'^ ^v»a»- 

R 2 
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sages from Solomon's Song, etc., with mucli ease and 
pleasure. His sermons, however, did not show much 
imagination ; they were scanty in rhetorical figare and 
anecdote, and were mostly a connected mass of plain 
solid spiritual truth. His missionary speeches were 
not after the fashion of the elahorate harangues we 
often hear from the platform, hut were simple, short, 
graphic statements of the incidents and successes of his 
missionary lahours, combined with a few closing appeals 
on faith and a present salvation in order to ensure pro- 
gress in the work of God. His judgment, as a leading 
power of the intellect, was very sound, and accurate in 
its conclusions. He examined a proposition in its bear- 
ings with care and attention, and the soundness of his 
decisions was generally admitted. He was particularly 
qualified to act as the president of a Church Court — 
his venerable figure, his grave judge-like aspect, his 
deliberate manner, his knowledge of Primitive Metho- 
dist law, his self-possession, and the abihty with which 
he was able to balance and sum up evidence, rendered 
his services of much value. 

Many of the senior brethren of the Connexion, who 
had attended Conferences, will call to mind the unction 
of the Spirit which imbued his energetic statements and 
which often changed the dry and business feeling of the 
assembly into a devotional exercise, and made all present 
regard the place as " the house of God, and the gate 
of heaven.'* 

The memory which retains the conclusions of the 
judgment, in father Clowes, was of considerable grasp 
and retention. He laboured to secure what he heard 
in preaching and discussion, and thus i^ultipUed and 

engthened his resources. He was a thinker, and 
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was absorbed frequently in deep ponderings of mind ; 
and his retentive faculty preserved the traces of those 
reflections very faithfully. He never spent much time 
in committing his thoughts to writing, but he had 
them always ready when occasions called for them. 
His readings were generally short, and limited to 
Theology. His knowledge of books and general 
science was contracted ; but he was always inter- 
ested, and regarded with attention the discussion of 
philosophical subjects. He greatly rejoiced to see 
his junior brethren in the ministry making rapid 
acquisitions in literary matters, when these were com- 
bined with zeal for the conversion of sinners and 
faith in God. But the Bible was the source from 
which he derived those crowning attainments which 
made him " wise to win souls." That precious volume 
he loved and studied for himself and others, with con- 
tinuous perseverance. Other volumes he occasionally 
read ; but it was that they might assist to render his 
acquaintance with the word of God more perfect. . He 
entertained a profound reverence for the decisions of 
the Scriptures ; and was deeply anxious to make his 
principles and experience agree with the word of the 
living God. The following striking and forcible lan- 
guage expressed the fixed and unalterable sentiments of 
his inmost soul during the entire period of his spiritual 
life : '* To candid, reasonable men, I am not afraid to 
lay open the inner thoughts of my heart. I have 
thought, I am a creature of a day, passing through life 
as an arrow through the air. I am a spirit come from 
God, and returning to God ; just hove^ng over the 
great gulf ; till a few moments hence, I am no more 
seen — I drop into an unchangeable tlwmt^V Y^-siccX 
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to know one thiiur, — the vmr to heflren ; how to Imd 
safe OD that happr shore. God himself has con- 
descended to teach the wmw ; for this Terr end he ctme 
from heaven. He hath written it down in a book. 
Oh, gire me that book ! I hare it ; here is knowled^ 
enough for m . Let me be kamo aratica iibri — a man of 
one book. Here, then, I am fkt from the busj wajs 
of men. I sit down alone ; onlr God is here. In his 
presence, I open, I read his book ; for this end, to find 
the way to hearen. Is there a doubt concerning the 
meaning of what I read ? Does anything appear dark 
or intricate ? I lift up my heart to the Father of lights ; 
— Lord, is it not thy word, * If any man lack wisdom, 
let him ask of God?* Thou 'girest liberally, and 
upbraidest not.' Thou hast said, if any be willing to 
do thy will; he shall know. I am willing to do thy 
will, let me know thy will. I then search after, and 
consider parallel passages of Scripture, ^ comparing spi- 
ritual things with spiritual ;* I meditate thereon with 
all the attention and earnestness of which mv mind is 
capable. If any doubt still remains, I consult those 
who are experienced in the things of (xod ; and then 
the writings whereby, being dead, they yet speak. And 
what I thus learn, that I teach."* 

4. His Christian life. — The conversion of father 
Clowes was remarkable in its circumstances ; he was a 
sinner saved by grace; he had the most undoubted 
evidence of the reality of the change which he pro- 
fessed to have experienced. The evidence was inward 
and visible, and afforded him the most perfect satis- 
faction and assurance. Being justified by faith, he 
experienced a blessed sense of pardon, and felt *' peace 

♦ Wesley, 
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with God through Jesus Christ.'* The hfe of God was 
thus formed in the ianer man. The storm and con- 
fusion which had long trouhled his agitated mind, was 
hushed ; and the love of God was shed abroad in his 
heart by the Holy Ghost given to him. " He that 
helieveth hath the witness in himself." That inward 
witness he felt, which testified to him, that he was an 
** heir of God, and a joint heir with Christ." He 
thenceforward grew in grace, and felt daily strong in 
the Lord, having power over sin. His faith reahzed the 
invisible, and he "walked with God." "The joy of 
the Lord was his strength;" and for a time, in the 
enjoyment of his "first love," he was unspeakably 
happy. His love to God and man became more and 
more inflamed by prayer, Biblical reading, communion 
with the pious, and waiting on God in his ordinances. 
The evidences of his being truly " born again," were 
manifested in his spirit and temper ; the " lion became 
a lamb." He cultivated meekness, simplicity, and 
benevolence ; this was obvious in the family, and in 
the selection of new associates, " For what communion 
hath light with darkness ? And what concord hath 
Christ with Belial ? or what part hath he that helieveth 
with an infidel ? And what agreement hath the temple 
of God with idols ? for ye are the temple of the living 
God ; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk 
in them ; and I will be their God, and they shall be 
my people. "Wherefore come out from among them, 
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the 
unclean thing ; and I will receive you, and be a father 
unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, 
saith the Lord Almighty." Never was there an 
instance of " grace abounding " more to the " cVAfc^ ^^ 
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sinners" than in the life of William Clowes. Grace, 
— sovereign, free, and efficacious' grace, abounded towards 
him ; and he was a true " living epistle, known and 
read of all men." Bearing in mind his secular calling 
at the period when God changed and fashioned him for 
a high and holy use, we are reminded of the word 
that came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, "Arise 
and go down to the potter's house/* When the 
prophet went down accordingly, the potter " wrought a 
work upon the wheels. And the vessel that he made of 
clay was marred in the hand of the potter ; so he made 
it again another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to 
make it. Then the word of the Lord came unto me, 
saying, O house of Israel, cannot I do with you as 
the potter, saith the Lord ? Behold as the clay is in 
the potter's hand, so are ye in my hand, O house of 
Israel." Mr. Clowes was mercifully made by God "a 
vessel unto honour," fit for eminent service. Being 
renewed in the spirit of his mind, jind having «« put on 
the new man, which, after God is created in righteous- 
ness and true holiness," he was prepared for usefulness. 
The powers of darkness tried, indeed, to bruise and 
crush this "vessel of honour;" but the vessel was 
preserved ; the temptation and fiery trial was endured 
wdthout loss. By these temptations at the commence- 
ment of his spiritual life, he was taught that victory was 
to be obtained by mighty prayer, and strong faith in 
God. 

Our venerable father was, from an early period of 
his labours, often referred to as a man of strong faith. 
His effectual, fervent prayer, rose on the "arms of 
faith and wings of love, and bore him conqueror through " 
all opposition. His strong faith in his pleadings with 
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God realized the blessings needed, whether they 
referred to the conviction and conversion of sinners, 
or the holiness of the church or the ministry. Every 
act of his spiritual life was an act of faith ; his course 
was not one of doing merely, but also one of believing. 
His prayers were the breathings of faith ; his works 
the actings of faith ; his penitence the tear of faith ; 
his joy the smile of faith ; his hopes the anticipations 
of faith ; his fears the tremblings of faith ; his strength 
the confidence of faith ; his submission the acquiescence 
of faith. It was the eve that looked to Jesus ; the foot 
that moved to him ; the hand that received him ; the 
mouth that fed on him. He enjoyed an experimental 
knowledge of the meaning of the apostle : " And this 
is the confidence we have in him, that if we ask any- 
thing according to his will, he heareth us ; and if we 
know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that 
we have the petitions that we desired of him." " Mr. 
Clowes was eminently a man of faith. He received the 
word of God with a child-like confidence. When he 
wanted a particular blessing, his course was diligently to 
examine the Scriptures, and if he found that God had 
promised it, he took the promise as a man would take a 
cheque to the Bank, and laid it before the mercy-seat in 
earnest, wrestHng, believing prayers, assured that God 
could not deny himself, but that what he promised he 
would certainly perform. It was in this way that he 
went to God through Christ for entire holiness of heart, 
and obtained it, and lived in its blessed enjoyment to 
the end of his life. This humble faith in God was 
strikingly manifested in his prayers ; he no sooner 
opened his lips in prayer, than he seemed in lowly adora* 
tion in the very presence chamber of the Delt^ % «sA^^v5^ 
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an influence at once pervaded the hearts of his fellow- 
worshippers, as caused the devout to fall at the gate of 
heaven, melted and humbled before the Lord ; while in 
the great congregation a mysterious power during his 
prayers often tore the veil from the hearts of sinners, 
and made them move like the trees of the forest \fhen 
shaken by the wind. 

** We never heard prayers like his ; the beauty of the 
imagery he frequently employed — the freshness and 
variety, but more especially the unction that accom- 
panied them, rendered them deeply impressive. He 
lived and moved as though he were on the borders of 
the heavenly world ; and no person could be in his 
company for any length of time, without feeling such 
an influence on his mind as convinced them that he 
had a wondrous intercourse with the invisible world. 
How often have the wicked been alarmed ; the perse- 
cutor abashed ; and the flippant railer silenced, while he 
has waited on the Lord, and looked with that piercing 
look on their countenances for which he was so peculiar! 
Faith was all in all with him, his panacea for all kinds 
of spiritual distress. He took hold of the perfections 
of God, and rested his whole soul on the great atone- 
ment of Christ ; and amid all the convulsions of earth 
and hell, he xeclaimed, *I do believe, and I will 
believe.' "* 

Thus our departed father in Christ enjoyed the 
life of faith — " the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen." He walked by faith; 
and he was finally victorious in the triumph of faith. 
*'This is the victory that overcometh the world, even 
our faith." Frequently in his protracted pleadings 
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with God, his faith rose with mighty power ; and 
glorious visions of the celestial city loomed before him. 
In his last affliction, speaking on the bliss of heaven, 
he said, " I shall possess it all through the merits of 
Christ — he is my Saviour." "There, through the 
rifted clouds, for a while the gates of pearl were shining, 
the jasper walls, the endless domes, the jewelled battle- 
ments." The splendour of the city seemed to pour 
around him like a river of light. " Wordsworth, the 
poet, in conveying the idea of a material vision beheld 
in the bright clouds after a storm, has shadowed forth 
something of that glorious place after the manner of the 
prophetic visions of the apocalypse." 

" Glory, beyond all glory ever seen 
By waking sense, or by the dreaming soul ! 
The appearance, instantaneously disclosed, 
Was of a mighty city, — boldly say 
A wilderness of building, sinking far, 
And self-withdrawn into a wondrous depth. 
Far sinking into splendour without end ! 
Fabric, it seemed, of diamond and of gold, 
With alabaster domes and silver spires, 
And blazing terrace upon terrace high 
Uplifted ; here serene pavilions bright 
In avenues disposed ; there towers begirt 
With battlements, that on their restless fronts 
Bore stars — illuminations of all gems." 

But '* eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath 
it entered into the heart of man to conceive' the things 
which God hath prepared for them that love him." 
But God reveals them by his Spirit, and sometimes, 
doubtless, with a revelation so clear and glorious, as 
language cannot at all times express. 

" Blessed are the pure in heat! •, fex V\v^^ ^^S^ ^^^ 
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God." This was the experince of &tlier Cloves Ha 

earij period ot hi^ Chrisdjoi life. He mined de' 
ertjoTxnent ot* perfect love, whidb casteth oat all fta. 
Bt belierine in God with all his heart, he was enaliU 
to see God in all the glories of his justice, menj, trai 
and loTe. He became ''established iwwiMawiaKU a 
holiness before God/' being '* rooted and grounded b 
love/' Tbis precious interior life in him was attin; 
it constrained him to promote God's glory, and tlie 
aal ration of lost and perishing sinners. It was atrotg; 
it bnmed with a bright flame — "many waters eooU 
not quench it, nor the floods drown it/' It was inmer- 
$al ; it linked his affections with Grod, angels, and eveij 
soul of man. But whilst he proTed, in his experienoe, 
that the blood of Jesus Christ cleansed from all sin, and 
** loved God with all his heart, and his neighbour ts 
himself/' this eleration and sanctity of character, afid 
the extensive usefulness with which such experience was 
connected, exposed him much more than ordinaij 
Ciiristians, to the shafts of the devil and the prejudices 
of men. 

On some occasions the powers of darkness, a piercing 
sense of the misery of sinners, and deep feelings of his 
own unworthiness, nearly overwhelmed him ; and in 
Htaiuling up to address the people, as a field-preacher, 
ho sometimes felt as if in chains while preaching to 
those bound in the chains of sin ; or like Bunyan, who 
says, " that sometimes he had such enlargement of 
Boul, that he spoke as in a flame of flre ; and then, 
again, he has been so straitened in his utterance 
before the people, as if his head had been in a bag all 
the time/* Connected with the progress and establish- 
ment of the Body of which he was one of the principal 
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founders, Mr. Clowes had many exercises of mind. He 
had also for many years to drink deep of the cup of 
domestic affliction. His first wife was long subject to 
mental derangement ; and finally sank into a state of 
confirmed insanity. But one principal trial which lay 
heavy upon him, was the unworthy and unfounded 
attacks occasionally made upon his character, which, 
however, he bore in an exemplary manner. 

5. His ministerial success, — The grand secret of this 
success was his personal experience of holiness of heart 
and communion with God, in what he often called the 
** Sanctum Sanctorum."— the holy of holies, or the 
" secret place of the Most High." He once observed, 
" When I have to preach, I dare not leave my room till 
God has given me the congregation, and then I go up 
the pulpit stairs with majesty." The testimony of one 
who knew him from the commencement of his ministry 
until its close, and who, for many years, laboured with 
him in the cause of God is strong, and we believe, 
truthful. **W. Clowes has laboured above many to 
establish the doctrine of a present salvation, and 
thousands have been converted to God by means of his 
ministry. Indeed, on this point, he has no equal in the 
world ; and in the whole range of ecclesiastical history, 
ancient and modem, I have found no instance, since the 
days of the apostles, of any one that excelled him. He 
is therefore much hearkened to when he either preaches 
or discoiirses on the mystery of faith and a present 
salvation."* 

"In prayer meetings, and the more public means 
of grace, the beneficial effects of his faith were striking. 
How often have large congregations been almost over- 

* H. Bourne. 
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|H>wenNi with a sense of the Divine presence in 
to his Mioviug supplications. It was his faith exercUl 
tor the pnnuised blessing of Grod on the preached vodil 
that maile his public addresses so remarkably powerfiil 
He did not preach in nnbelief, or in doubt Btl 
ereiiited the Divine word, and he expected a blessiii^til 
attend his nunistry. Though he had humbling vienl 
of his own abilities, yet, having a lively sense of li 
call to the ministry, he fully believed that God wodi 
not suffer him to labour in vain. He reposed unwaTct 
ing cirnddence in the promise of Christ, to be withbi 
faithful servants always, and his faith was honooiti 
with signal manifestations of the Divine presence and 
power. His ministry was pre-eminently efficadoos; 
you not only heard, but felt his discourses. His 
preaching was not in 'word only, but in power, and in 
the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance.' 

" Hence we are brought to consider his diatingwM 
ustfUlneM. Under his ministry 'much people weic 
added to the Lord.' His aim was not to make pro- 
selytes from other communities ; nor was he wdshfidto 
collect into church-fellowship unregenerate and unen- 
lightened persons. His aim was to save souls, to 

bring them to Christ, or to get them <* added to the 
Lord." This was his grand design.. He prayed, and 
studied, and preached, and lived, and laboured for this; 
and in the accomplishment of this object^ he was 
eminently successful. 

"While only an exhorter, and when he presumed 
not to select a passage of scripture to explain and en- 
force, his word was attended with such divine unction, 
that many persons were thereby brought to repentance 
and to faith in Christ ; and as he aco^uired more know- 
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toledge, and improved in the gifl of public speaking, and 
Eiilivas regularly employed as an accredited local preacher, 
^ jihis usefulness greatly increased. Numbers were brought 
iito God under his labours and his success in the con- 
t I version of sinners became proverbial ; but it was after 
f I he relinquished his secular employment, and went out 
m to labour as an evangelist, that his course of usefulness 
a became most illustrious. Freed from worldly care, 
{ though he received only a scanty pittance for his 
i support, he now devoted all his energies both of body 
r and mind, to the one great work of saving souls. 
I His labours were most abundant ; his home- missionary 
I operations were widely extended. In Staffordshire, 
Cheshire, Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire, Lincolnshire, 
Yorkshire, and most of the northern counties of 
England, as well as a short time in London, and in 
Cornwall, he prosecuted his godly enterprises, and was 
everywhere eminently owned and blessed of the Lord. 
In zealous and successful home-missionary efforts, it may 
be safely affirmed, he has had no equal in this country, 
since the days of Wesley and "Whitfield. But, not only 
was he pre-eminently useful in the immediate conversion 
' of sinners, he was also of signal spiritual service to a 
great number of preachers, with whom he had fre- 
quently to associate. He exhorted them to labour after 
improvement in preaching, and urged them to study 
their sermons well ; and to encourage and assist them 
therein, he would repeat the substance of some of his 
own discourses, and kindly inquire how they preached 
from certain texts, dropping friendly hints as they 
narrated the outlines of their sermons, and affectionately 
suggesting alterations and improvements. But he was 
far more serviceable to them m ^xomb\Aw%*OaK«. ^^^i^ 
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leading them to an acqnaintanee with the deqi tiuD^ 
of God, and inducing them to adopt the most mdi 
methods of preaching. He thus eminentlT contnbiitti 
tinder Grod, to mould the character of manj of li 
junior brethren, and to promote tfaeir mimstoiil 
efficiency and success." * Indeed, manj of ik 
ministers of the Connexion, and some who ne 
ministering at other altars, were Gonrerted imder h 
ministry. In a manuscript now before us refeirai 
to a missionary meeting held in 1841, at Newcssde* 
upon-Tyne, Mr. Clowes says — ''I felt humble ni 
thankful to God, to find that four of the prcadm 
who spoke on the platform were brought to Clod jn^ 
my labours." And in these memoirs, reference is nude 
to some of the most useful ministers who were awakeaei 
and saved through his instrumentality. Besides, sov 
in other bodies were restored by his agency firom a 
feeble and backsUding condition, to preaeh the gospel 
in its power and simplicity ; whilst many were indooed 
by his striking example to embark in the ministiT, wbo 
are now labouring with prosperous results, and who lian^ 
in their turn, sons begotten in the gospeL 

In accomplishing such great things, in the name of 
the Lord, he resorted to no eccentric or novel schema 
to produce excitement; you heard firom him no lov 
flattery, nor expressions of maudlin aflfection; no 
whining nor canting tones ; no dressing up of <dd anec- 
dotes ; no theatrical stamping and beating for the piv- 
pose of efiPect ; all his movements comported with maiilj 
common sense and Christian propriety. He simp^ 
followed in the bright track of those devoted servants 
of Grod in previous times, who taught the gospel truths 
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^ which shook the kingdom of di^kness and sin, and 
^ estahlished in some degree the reign of righteousness 
2 and purity. 

J Those Hving truths of Christianity, which he ex- 
P pounded with such earnest force, and which God applied 
. to sinners' hearts with such a large measure of divine 
unction and converting power, were the depravity 
and fallen condition of man; general redemption hy 
Jesus Christ ; the doctrine of repentance ; justification 
by faith ; the witness of the Spirit ; holiness of heart 
and Hfe ; the doctrine of the Trinity ; the divinity of 
the Lord Jesus Christ ; the resurrection of the dead ; 
the general judgment and eternal rewards and punish- 
ments. These great and fundamental principles of the 
Bible occupied his incessant attention in his public 
preaching, especially those of the justification of the 
ungodly hy faith on their turning to God, and sanctifica- 
tion by the Holy Spirit, producing inward and outward 
conformity to the will of the most high God. 

Observing such results accomplished in his own 
ministry, he was deeply anxious that the same class of 
subjects should be continually enforced; hence his 
affectionate counsels to the junior preachers, on preach- 
faig in order to win souls. With vivid impressions of 
God's glory and the value of souls, he preached as a 
" dying man to dying men ; " and moved in the world, 
not as a meteor blazing for a while and sinking into 
obscurity, but continued to the last, a ''burning and 
shining light." 

We never heard of him taking up any absurd or 
unscriptural sentiment, nor ever making a false 
step in his practice during all the years of his eventful 
course ; and it is the judgment of Iko^^ \i\\G\va.^ o^-^^-t- 

8 
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tunities of fonning tn accurate opinion of hinu tJut 
there never was a minister in England whom God 
honoured with a larger measure of fruit. His conTciti 
under God are to he found m many lands, and in di^ 
ferent grades of society. We hare heard and seen then 
at the *' potters' wheels " in Stafibrdshire ; in the col* 
lieries of Durham and Northumherland ; in the shipi 
and fishing-hoats on the coasts ; on the ikrma of York* 
shire ; in the mills of Lancashire ; among the men d 
business in our towns and cities ; and in the depths of 
the Canadian forests. And when it is considered tki 
rough and rugged circumstances under which he labonRd 
and gathered his fruit, we cannot but admire the gnei 
of God in him. We see that for the love of so^ be 
eould submit to such exertions of body and mind ; sndt 
uncomfortable accommodations ; scanty allowances; kog 
and toilsome journeys on foot; aa in one in^am?^ Itf 
details in a mission tour, having travelled four handled 
miles on foot, and costing the funds only 1/. 10«. Aai 
who ever heard him murmur under hia privations^ or 
saw him irritable under the pressure of difficulties snd 
toils ; who ever heard him express regret and disappoint- 
ment in having left all to follow Christy and cany oat 
the gospel commission which he received from ths 
courts of Heaven ? Who ever heard him sigih over the 
loss of worldly advantages in devoting the flower of bis 
days to Primitive Methodist missionaiy enterprise? He 
terminated his lengthened and laborious ministry with 
about as much worldly goods as he commenced it^ and 
lived an untroubled, unanxious life> with reference to 
the things of time and sense. For 

** Man needs but little. 

And not that little long.". 
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That our beloTed iriend had bis weaknesses and infir- 
mities is^ unquestioned ; hut his errors and indiscretions 
were feults of his head rather than of his heKrt^ and 
we feel no disposition to linger on them now. He 
has left us. We "shall see his face no more." He 
has passed away f^om earth t<y his reward in Heaven. 
All who ever knew him, and they were not a few> 
will not hesitate to say that the late venerable 
William Clowes **was a good man, and Ml of the 
Holy Ghost and of faith; and that nriuch people 
was added unto the Lord'* by his labours. Let his 
example rouse us to dihgeaee and faithfulness in 
whatever state of life it hath pleased God to call us, 
that when we bid adieu to earth we may aliso " die the 
death of the rightkotts, and that our last end may be 
like his." 

The following testimony to the high character of Mr. 
Clowes has been furnished by Mr. Dodsworth in a 
letter to the biographer : 

" My Dear Brother Davison, — I duly received yours 
of the 26th of March, 1854, and am happy to learn 
therefrom that a life of the late excellent and venerable 
William Clowes is likely soon to be issued ; and although 
I should tremble at the idea of sketchmg the character of 
a man so eminent, I rejoice to bear witness to his steady 
adherence to great and ennobling principles during the 
whole period of my acquaintance with him; and to 
testify the respect that I feel for one whose manifold 
excelloicies could only be fully appreciated by those who 
who were frequently with him in public and private 
life. 

" It was my happiness to become acquainted with Mr. 

s2 
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Clowes about the year 1834 ; and at our first intei 
he made an immediate effort to secure my salvatio 
circumstaoce which illustrated his holy and useful 
Others had warned me of my danger, and I had resp 
their good intentions, but still rushed on in a care 
ruin ; but when the stentorian voice of William C 
fell upon my ears, crying, * Stop, poor sinner ! ' '. 
arrested and subdued. To this day I remember 
as I approached him, the keen glance of his eye 
trated me through and through; and the mom 
came within range of the spiritual artillery of his m 
and sanctified mind, he opened fire on the stronch 
Satan in my heart, and kept up the cannonade unt 
enemy was dislodged. *Are you converted?' sa 
in a tone, and with an authority not yet forgotten, 
his first charge, was successful ; I stood trembling 
the influence of a power which shook the very fo 
tions of ' the works of the devil ' within me, the 
oozing from every pore of my body. Then he dii 
roe to Him * who healeth the broken in heart, an( 
bindeth up their wounds.' 

" It was my great privilege to sit under his occa 
ministry, which, unadorned as it was, was the 
spiritual, scriptural, and mighty, I ever heard. 
ministers, if any, since the days of the Apostles, 
have said to their hearers, with greater propriety 
Mr. Clowes, 'Our Gospel came not unto you in 
only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, s 
much assurance.' His truly apostolic ministradonf 
such as I should have anticipated from a legitimate 
cesBor of the Apostle Paul ; they were thrilling 
power from on high, and resulted in the conversi 
multitudes of sinners to God. '£^«NSsi^^\i<^^s^4i, 
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^in himself, he was superior to most hooks, and hut spar- 

ingly read uninspired authors. He, however, studied the 

" inspired writings, had * an unction from the Holy One,' 

^ and was mighty in the Scriptures ; hence the great 

• solidity, the point, the overwhelming power, and amazing 

2 success of his ministry. 

" Mr. Clowes was very remarkable for his power in 
prayer ; he abounded largely in * the grace of supplica- 
tion.' It was. his practice for several years, I believe, to 
meet once a week with two men of kindred spirits for 
g mutual fellowship and prayer ; and it was in reference 
to the influence of this weekly meeting for social prayer 
that one of the chiefs of a factious movement in the 
society, wbich Mr. Clowes felt it his duty to oppose, 
was heard to say, that * whatever motions were carried 
in meetings of business, which were contrary to Mr. 
Clowes' s views of propriety, would be frustrated by him 
and his two friends at their prayer meeting ! ' It has 
- never fallen to my lot to experience such baptisms, as I 
never failed to feel, while kneeling with him before * the 
mercy seat ;' and perhaps it will be seen, in the light of 
eternity, that much of the success which has mercifully 
crowned the labours of the Connexion, was graciously 
vouchsafed in answer to his ' fervent and effectual 
prayers.' The results of the midnight devotions which 
he rendered to God, and of his wrestlings ' until break of 
day,' when, * as a prince, he had power with God and 
prevailed,' are yet to be revealed ; the witness of these 
holy exercises is in heaven and their record on high. 
Streaming eyes, broken hearts, cries for mercy, and joy- 
ful deliverances, were ordinary effects produced when he 
drew nigh to God in public prayer. I was present at a 
love-feast conducted by him and hia inexA >()afe "^^-s »^ 
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HoUidaj, in MillHBtreet chapel, Hull, at the 

of which about fortj aonls were profesaedlj converted ti 

God. 

<< Great as Mr. Clowes was in the pulpit, and mi^ 
as he was in prayer, he was equally conspicuous ht hi 
strong and unwayering faith. 'I home bdicTed, I A 
believe, and I will believe,' he would saj ; and he soared 
to what he called * the mountains of frankincense, ni 
the hills of myrrh,' and regaled himself with fruits ssi 
flowers in the garden of the Lord ; bathed in its crystal 
fountains of purity ; and basked in its bliaaful bowen«f 
holy serenity and heavenly joy. His strong faitii ensUei 
him to make his constant abode where cmlj a few of cfci 
good men pay an occasional visit ; he lired at a grot 
spiritual altitude, a sort of Pisgah's ;Rioontain life, oi 
lofty banks of high and holy regions. If ever he pitched 
his tent, he shifted it higher still : he was a apiritul 
mountaineer; 'There,' he would say» 'we are going; 
we get a Htde nearer, a Httle higher ; there»-*we at 
climbing the hill, and are changed from ''g^kxry into 
glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord ! " ' His religioiis fife 
appears to have been one rapid ascent from * grace to 
grace ;' from high attainments in Christian ho&iess to 
higher stilL No wonder that one who thus walked with 
God in spiritual dimes, 'where peace sheds its bahi, 
hope bends its rainbow, and the soul dwells at ease^' 
should be able to say, as did he, and to the honour of 
grace and the glory of Grod be it recorded, *Hm9€neoer 
had a doubt Jnr forty years I ' 

** It was my unspeakable pleasure not only to receive 
him under »y roof as an occasional guest, bat also to 
partake of his hospitalities. And in the social drde he 
was at once an affectionate frimd, a compassienate 
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.spiritual father, an humble Christian, and a dignified am- 
bassador of Christ. He was serious without gloom ; 
cheerful without levity ; and perhaps no man could have 
passed half an hour in his fellowship without feeling 
that he was breathing in an atmosphere of holiness, in 
contact with a spirit near of kin to 'just men made per- 
fect,' and living for the time on the verge of heaven ! 
Such, at least, was my own experience in the social 
circle with father Clowes. 

*' Perhaps he had his failings, hke other mortals, but 
as I never observed them, I cannot rehearse them. I 
have seen him occasionally for the last twenty years, in 
official meetings, in the pulpit, on the market hill, on the 
camp ground, on the platform, and in the presidential 
chair. I have carefully observed him both in public and 
private Ufe, and yet I do not remember to have seen a 
gesture, to have heard a word, or to have felt an infiuence 
from him that appeared to me to be unworthy of his 
high commission and dignified character. 

*' I had the mournful satisfaction of mingling with the 
assembled thousands who testified their esteem for him, 
when ' devout men carried him to his burial.' And when 
I think of his wise counsels and fatherly corrections and 
prayers, I could weep at the thought ; I feel the tears 
gush while I write, that I shall see his ' face no more ' 
— no more on earth; but I rejoice in 'the good hope 
through grace,' that I shall meet him in heaven ; and 
heaven has greater attractions to me because William 
Clowes is there. 

'* The careful perusal and study of the life of one so 
distinguished for personal and practical piety as Mr. 
Clowes, cannot fail to result in the benefit of the reader ; 
and I trust that your biographical sketch of his character 
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will be very extensively circulated, and be made a greit 
blessing to tens of thousands. 

" Yours, in Christian esteem and affection, 

" Jeremiah Dodsworth." 

"Burnley, June 16th, 1854." 

A few Reminiscences on the late Rev. William Clowet, 

by John Nelson, 

" The memory of the just is blessed. It is blessed in 
the affectionate, though often sorrowful, recollection of 
surviTing relatives and friends. It is blessed in the 
devout gratitude of those whom their good example 
has influenced, and whom their instructions have pro- 
fited. It is blessed in the record which it has obtained 
on high, and in the unfading glories of paradise, where 
the righteous shall be had m everlasting remembrance. 
It is blessed in the lessons of valuable instruction which 
their recorded career and triumphant close shall convey 
to their survivors in the spiritual conflict, and to gene- 
rations yet unborn who shall consult the truthful state- 
ments of their honest biographers. 

" It is a fact that extraordinary men are providentially 
raised up for extraordinary times and eminent posts; 
and it is scarcely les» true, that the peculiar circum- 
stances in which such men are placed, and the career of 
exertion and responsible trust which they have to nm, 
develope their resources and give to them a lofly 
prominence which could not take place in the ordinary 
and quiet course of human events. Such men, under 
any circumstances, would be good, and great, and use- 
ful; would be beloved and blessed while they liyed, 
and gratefully remembered when they were gone ; but 
in their peculiar position they reach a full development 
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of their capabilities and fiirnish a strength of character 
which place them most justly among the princes of the 
people, the eminently good, and the time-honoured few, 
** These remarks fully apply to many of the founders 
of the Primitive Methodist Connexion, and to none 
more than the subject of this volume. In the brilliant 
galaxy of eminently devoted men, who, in that position, 
have nobly served their generation, and whose names 
shall be embalmed and carefully handed down to pos- 
terity ; men who spent their lives in ceaseless efforts 
' to pull the brands out of the fire, and snatch them 
from the verge of hell,* "William Clowes will be found 
second to none. He was indeed a star of the first 
magnitude. 

* We gather up with pious care 

What happy saints have left hehind ; 
Their writings on our memory hear, 
Their faithful sayings on our mind. 

* Their works, which trace them to the skies, 

For patterns to ourselves we take, 
And dearly love and highly prize 
The mantle for the wearer's sake.' 

" I obtained a slight knowledge of Mr. Clowes early 
in the summer of 1820. I then resided in the North 
Riding of Yorkshire, in a neighbourhood which he 
visited as a home- missionary, sent by the Hull circuit. 
He was then in the full vigour of health, and clothed 
with the power of God, far, very far exceeding anything 
which I had previously witnessed. The word spoken by 
him was indeed in power, and in the demonstration of 
the Spirit. The first time that I saw and heard him 
was at Lower Silton, near Thirsk. He, John Abey, 
Miss Elend, Miss Carr, and others, had held a camp- 
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meeting dariog the dmy, at which, in conaeqatan of i 
preaching appcuntment at a distance* I coold not be 
present. I, however, attended a meeting' in the Weakja 
chapd which was conducted hj them in the evenis^ 
and was exceedingly struck with the power and fjaxrj 
whidi rested upon all present. The laboorers weremmi 
exhausted, and their voices were hoskj hy reason d 
their exertions in the open air ; but the honse was filM 
with the power of God, and it seemed to me as if wars 
of holy influence accompanied their addresses. That 
had been a distressmg torpor in the chnrches of Chiiit 
in the district, but through the ministration of this 
extraordinary man, a general and wonderfol quickening 
soon took place. For some time it had been an exceed- 
ingly rare case to hear of a soul being converted, bot 
it now became nearly an every day occurrence. 

** In December of the same year, I was called out as a 
travelling preacher, and received an appointment to Hall) 
which was the residence of Mr. Clowes, if he could be 
said to have any residence at all. Indeed he was almost 
a wanderer without a home ; but after an excursion of 
about three months, he used to return and sojourn here 
a few days. I reached Hull in the afternoon^ and the 
late Richard Jackson at once introduced m« to the 
venerable man. The manner in which he received me 
was highly characteristic, and though more than thirty- 
three years have elapsed since, I remember itas distinctiy 
as if it were only so many months. He and his devoted 
wife, Hannah, occupied only two up-stairs apartments, 
which were situated close by the chapel up a court, 
I think called Chapel-court, in West-street, whidi 
apartments were the whole extent of thdr lesideiioe. 
There was a most impressive gravity in his cbmeanoor 



■when he reeiBiTed m^^ Bi^ eyes ivieie de^oiHljr Vfted op 
io heaven, while he implored « blessing lapioii ine« ^ Let 
118 pray n. miisute/ said be, mi the tiext m^mmt he was 
upon his knees, pouring out the imxe 0f hia aond for 
me, in a manner which I cannot ftiUj describe* niH* 
ahaH I cTer forget. Among otber ihmgB Which he 
feryenUj asked, this was oae '-r that the spirit which 
nsed to come npon Samson at times in the camp of Ban, 
might, in nU its energy, come upon me i and that, aided 
by that power, I too might so smite the Philistmes that 
they mig)^ Ml before me, heaps npon heaps. While 
he thus f^ded, the fire of the Holy Ghost fell upon 
me, and I was more fully endued with a power which, 
to a greater extent, pr^ared me for the ifoA for which 
I was ill fitted, and from which I had shrunk with 

rembling appreh^sion. This was the first direct 
interview which I ever had with Mr. Clowes, and it 

made an impression upon me never to be forgotten. 

" From that time forward, for some years, I had the 
means of a most intimate knowledge of him, both in 
public and private, both in spirit and ccmduct. For a 
reason I was almost constantly with him, by day and by 
night ; and was at that period more closely and con- 
stantly united with him in labour and suffering than any 
other man« With scaro^y any interruptioQ, we spent 
fifteen months together in opening a mission in the 
North. Newcastki-ttpon-Tyne, Shields, Blyth, and Sun- 
derland were among the principal places which we 
vitdted. During the short period of our sojourn in that 
nei^bourhood the AiU outline of things was traced, 
whidi the circuits exhibit there at present. In New<- 
castle, worship was conducted, and a church formed in 
the Butcher's Hall. Tn North Shields we purchased the 
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chapel which is still used there ; and in South Shields and 
Sunderland the two substantial stone chapels now occu- 
pied were both commenced. During the same period 
congregated thousands listened to the word of life ; and 
many hundreds of souls — a thousand at least — were 
hopefully conyerted to God and united in Christian 
fellowship. Some of these had obtained a sad notoriety 
in folly and crime. Indeed we had some of the greatest 
triumphs of grace there which I have ever witnessed. 

'^ Here it was that I had the fullest opportunity of 
forming a true estimate of the character of Mr. Clowes. 
Mine was no casual and distant view. I really had the 
means of rightly estimating both his infirmities and his 
excellencies ; and I beUeve I was fully aware of both. 
During our long walks he used to give me the whole of 
his early history ; his great wickedness when impenitent; 
his deep and awful convictions of sin when awakened to 
a sense of his danger ; his daring resistance of the Holy 
Ghost, and the agonies in which it involved him ; his 
clear conversion to Grod, and the fulness of joy which he 
experienced; his marriage; the manner in which he 
spent his time . between the potter's wheel, at which he 
laboured two or three daysan the week, and the lofty 
duties of the Christian ministry, to which all his available 
time, not merely on the Sabbath, but on all other days, 
was fully and gratuitously devoted. The details of these 
things and very many others I would most readily give, 
but I need not, as his own hand has carefully recorded 
them, and to that record his authorilsied biographer has 
had the fullest access. His zeal disposed him to under- 
take any enterprise in the work of God to which Provi- 
dence furnished an opening ; and his iron strength 
sustained him in great hardships and much fatigue. 
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The labour through which we passed in the north, if 
minutely detailed, would appear incredible. Almost 
without exception, worship was conducted in the open 
air, in all states of weather, and sometimes we met with 
a Tery rough reception. There were we often together in 
hunger and thirst, and weariness and watchings, and con- 
flicts and tumults ; but we not only looked with pleasing 
expectation to the final reward, we had a present and 
ample reward in the numerous conversions of sinners 
to God which took place. In Mr. Clowes' s published 
journal there is some reference to an extraordinary scene 
which took place at Morpeth, in an open-air service held 
near the market-house, when the people heard and 
foamed hke the raging of the sea when lashed into a 
tempest by a furious huriicane. By previous arrange- 
ment we were to meet in Morpeth on a certain day, and 
attempt an opening there; but both being strangers, 
we missed each other. I had walked sixteen miles ; the 
afternoon was wearing away, I could hear nothing of Mr. 
Clowes, and was much perplexed what to do. However, 
as a last resort, I found the town bellman, and arranged 
with him to announce an open-air service, to be held near 
the market-house, and to commence about seven o'clock. 
This was so perfectly novel that the whole town was 
moved. I could hear nothing of Mr. Clowes ; it was 
seven o'clock, hundreds were congregated, among whom 
were persons of wealth and of poverty, persons sober and 
persons drunk, persons well disposed, and persons of a 
hard heart and a fierce countenance. I however had no 
choice left but to face this motley group. The only 
. acquaintance which I had made in the town was the 
bellman, whom of course I had paid for his service. Of 
him, therefore, I borrowed a chair, on to N^rhickl^t^Y^^^ 
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to commence the service. At that moment, to my in- 
expressible joy, I saw in the distance my yenerable fiiend, 
who, amidst the uproar of the ^sqmeted assembly, w«i 
■laking his way through the crowd towards meL. While 
I was engaged in persuading the people to> be oonverted 
to €k)d, he, as be aflKerwards assured me, seatfeely heard 
what I said, but was engaged m earnest prayer to God, 
being certain that without the Divine protection', some 
personal evil would befid ua that night. We^ hovrever, 
closed the service, and walked through the^ xnidst of the 
astonished and awe-stricken crowd witdieuli the sl%fbte8t 
harm. Not a hair of our heads perished ;> ttad a poor 
but pious man took us to his humble dwelling, wlkerewe 
had refresbment and » refuge fbr liie nigbti 

''Mr. Ckwes had several prominent characterislics ; 
but thef most prominent of all was his etmstaruy and 
pewev ia prayer^ !» all things through which her was 
called to paas^ be haid one never-failing resooree^ aaid that 
was PRAYBiu Without this he could not- liv«^ He- 
could not live without its constant ezercbe* He woiii 
ofben say to me when we made some of our long journeys, 
and had scarcely ^ere to lay our heads^ or a: house in 
which- to be seated,/ John,. I want an; hour in prayer,. I 
want retirement, where I can pour out my soul tO'-God*' 
It waa then that he disposed of all. that oppressed fahU'; 
and then that he cast all his burdens upon the Loid^ 
who most am^y sustained him. Then it was that here> 
newed hia strength^ md obtained power whidu pvepared 
hun^ for comings oonflict8«> Oft on these occasions,, his 
manner Was veif singular. There was no sign of agony, 
no conflict, nca wvestling, no stirring up himself tO' take 
hold of God<. In> those days his hallowed^ spirit abode 
in a region far above all this. Somietimes when-sojoam* 
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ing in the home of pious poyertj, where there was not a 
second room where he could enter, be would saj to the 
good woman of the house, ' Now, I want to pray ; pursve 
thy work, never mind me ;' and then, without one word 
more^ he would quietly kneel down in the most retired 
corner to which there was access, where he would re- 
jmm for an hour. Generally, in such seasons of hallowed 
coniwrse with the Deity, there was no audible expression, 
no groanmg, no sound heard, no, not eren a breath. 
There was an awful stillness, which some survivors whom 
these lines may reach, wiM well remember. He somehow 
in tiiis solemn quiet, sweetly sank into Grod, till he became 
as motionless as a statue, and often, at these times, 
there was an inward whisper to his heart which said, 'Be 
it unto thee even as thou wilt.' 

"In 1824 I laboured with Mr. Clowes in London, 
where we had many difficulties; but we were much 
blessed. There I was a party with him to a transaction 
which tenninated in a manner so unusual, that I here 
utrodnoe it. The case was thus. We were necessitated 
to borvow iSlOO to relieve a case of extreme embarrass- 
ment connected with one of our places of worship in the 
metropolisy for which sum we jointly signed a promissory 
note. Time passed on without bringing with it any 
hnman probability of cancelling the engagement. In 
this state of things we were both removed from London; 
I to SheemesSy and Mr. Clowes to Cornwall. There the 
i^OO ease pressed heavily upon his mind, but he flew to 
his usual and unfailing resort — prayer. One day when 
by the sea side, he felt a most solemn sense of Gdd's 
presence, and experienced annnusual power in communion 
with him. He was passing through a fiery conflict in 
which, but for the protecting presence of God>\N!^\Ks»S^ 
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have been burnt. On that occasion he however was en- 
abled to offer up the prayer of unwavering faith, and to 
cast all his burdens upon the Lord. He lay down apoo 
a rocky with his face to the earth, while, to his own 
apprehension, the glory of God*s power and goodness 
rested upon him ; and there, among other things, he 
urged his plea for the ^100 for which we were respon- 
sible in London; and he received an assurance, from 
which he never wavered, that the Lord had undertaken it 
and would settle the account ; and accordingly it wis 
done. A little while after, a communication from the 
lender reached him in writing to say, that the pro- 
missory note for the ^100 had been destroyed, that 
pa3rment would never be required, that the money was 
consecrated to God. 

"When I first had the happiness of Mr. Clowes's 
acquaintance, he was about forty years of age. His 
health was then remarkably vigorous, and his labours 
almost incredibly abundant. He was naturally a bold, 
hon-spirited man, and of a very ardent temperament, 
regulated by much prudence, which was abundantly 
manifested in the whole of his conduct. His convictions 
of sin and his repentance before God had been deeply 
agonizing, and his conversion and sense of acceptance 
were remarkably clear ; and the change then produced 
in his conduct was strikingly apparent to all who knew 
him. From that hour he had a burning zeal for the 
souls of men, which led him at once to attempt their 
rescue. His ideas of a present and full salvation were very 
clear, and to set forth these truths was his daily employ- 
ment. In him the influence of these truths was power- 
fully operative, both on his personal rehgiou, his general 
conversation, and his public ministry. On all occasions 
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he made those who listened to him understand and feel 
that there was a full salvation promised for them, that it 
was their own fault entirely if they were not saved ; that 
Gk>d through Christ was ahle and willing to save them 
then. He was not an educated man. His education had 
been neglected i!n his youth ; and in after life his lahours 
were too miscellaneous and abundant, and his accommo- 
dation as to homes, while on his extensive rambles in 
England, were such as not to allow him either to read 
extensively or to study much. Naturally, however, he was 
a man of strong common sense, and oi great mental power. 
Few men could make a more telling use of the facts of 
Scripture history, or a more brilliant use of the glowing 
imagery of Divine inspiration, than he did. Indeed he was 
most admirably adapted to the sphere in which he moved ; 
quite as much so, I think, as would have been the case, had 
his education been of a different order to what it was ; 
for there is a high probability that as large a number of 
converted souls acknowledged him to be the instrument 
of their conversion, as any man who was contemporary 
with him in the field of labour on the face of the earth. 
Bnt though of the learned languages he knew nothing, 
and was an imperfect English scholar, he was sound and 
clear in Christian theology, and was mighty in the 
Scriptures. The inspired volume, with Dr. A. Clarke's 
notes, was almost his only book. This was his treasury 
of knowledge, the storehouse whence he obtained his 
precious seed ; and the armoury from which he obtained 
those weapons which were so mighty through God to the 
pulling down of the strongholds of sin and Satan. 

*' Mr. Clowes's usefulness in saving souls was by no 
means confined to his acts of public worship. It is true 
this was for many years his great lYieatt^ o^ %R.>ctfscL\ '«».^ 

T 
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there he gathered his choicest laurels, and reaped his 
most ahundant harvest ; but he sowed by the side of aU 
waters ; Mr. Clowes was not only a parlour preacher, 
but a kitchen preacher, and a preacher as he jonmejed 
on the highway. The means by which he conyerted 
sinners from the error of their ways were nunterous : and 
some of them very strange. Wherever he went there 
was no doubt as to whose he was. In all companies h« 
declared at once who was his Master, and what wm his 
chief business among men ; and did it with a isolemnitj 
which seldom failed deeply to impress. He would not 
be one hour in a family but something which was good 
for the use of edifying was uttered. And persons would 
not casually come into his presence, but they would have 
some serious question propounded about their souls, and 
hear some wholesome truths about salvation. The seasoii 
when he stood up to ask a blessing before taking refresh- 
ment was sometimes almost overpowering. Instances 
more than a few now occur to my recollection when the 
time of taking a family meal, tea for instance^ has been 
so carefully improved by him, that persons hare beei 
brought into the deepest distress on account of their sins, 
and under his powerful and believing prayers, while he 
and those present were kneeling round the table, they 
have passed into the glorious liberty of the children of 
God, and ' shared in the gladness of those that believe/ 
This has been done too in cases where, up to that hour, 
persons had been apparently so careless, so hardened, so 
full of hatred towards God and good people, and so pro- 
fane, that many Christians, and Christian ministers too, 
would have viewed the proceedings and their professed 
results with deep suspicion, and would not have hesi- 
ted to declare that yrhal l\v^7 Vi&d. ^\ti^^^^d was not 
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the work of the Spirit of God. And yet the lovely fruits 
in ^be immediate and after conduct of such persons have 
mo^t limply proved that the very sudden and seemingly 
strapge conversion was effected by that mighty agency 
which raised Christ from the dead. Take the following 
instance in illustration : Mr. Clowes was sojouri^ing ^ 
little while at a farmhouse with a Wesleyan family in 
Yorkshire. His host soon perceived that whoever came 
•in his way, he had a few words with them for his Master, 
$1^4 endeavoured to impress on their minds the impor- 
tanoe of being saved, There was a man servant in the 
establishment who was daringly wicked ; and his kind 
bpst ffoaring that, if anything serious was said to him, he 
wovli offer Mr. Clowes some personal insuU, begged that 
when the domestic in question came in to dinner, he 
would allow him to pass in silence. Mr. Clowes smUed 
and made no answer. The dinner hour arrived. Mr. 
Qlowe^f as had been requested, said very little to the 
youth, and scarcely spoke at the table ; but his plans 
were formed. Instead of standing up, as his manner 
invariably was, to return thanks, quickly rising from his 
seat he said, ' Let us pray a minute/ There was only 
one door by which the youth could leave the room ; Mr. 
Clowes stepped to it, closed it, and knelt down so 
close behind it, that, till he moved, it could not be 
opened. This to him was the work of merely a few 
seconds, and before the family had much time to think, 
he was upon his knees pouring out his heart to God. 
The danger of the profane young man was the burden of 
his soul, and his name was the principal ^latter of his 
s^upplication. He pleaded for him in language which 
can pnly be imagined by those who knew his manner at 
such times. The prayer which hst ofttt^^^^^XiR^'Wi?^^ 

T 2 
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of faith. As a prince he had power with Grod and pn- 
vailed. The subduing power of God mightily descended, 
the awe-stricken youth could resist no longer ; he bowed 
beneath it, his conscience was filled with deep anguish ; 
and in the bitterness of his soul, he cried, ' God be mer- 
ciful to me a sinner/ Nor were his convictions like 
those of Felix ; they were speedily and safely ended in a 
revelation of Christ in his heart. 

*' In Mr. Clowes' s Christian theology, there was a 
transparent clearness ; his communion with Grod was 
singularly intimate; his conversational powers were 
most happy ; and in their sanctified use he snatched 
many a soul from the fire ; his power and unction in 
social prayer were frequently overwhelming ; but it was in 
public prayer, when conducting Divine worship, that he 
towered to his most lofty height, appeared to the 
greatest advantage, and witnessed the most glorious 
results. In this I never met with his equal ; and do 
not expect to meet with his equal again on earth. I 
never knew a person anything like him ; there were 
such fine bursts of glowing imagery, such an appropriate 
use of scripture language, such delicate and striking 
allusions to the furniture and worship in the temple at 
Jerusalem, such a taking hold of Divine help, such 
solemn familiarity with God, and such an unshaken con- 
fidence, in the exercise of which, like the princely patri- 
arch, he would say, ' 1 will not let thee go unless thou 
bless me,' and such immediate results, as cannot be 
accurately described ; and of which a correct idea can 
be formed only by those persons who were present at 
such seasons. Indeed on some of these occasions there 
was a solemn boldness of expression which not only is 
very uncommon, and which, caxl oiiIy he used when 
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admitted to the closest communion with God, but 
which was quite startling to those timid supplicants, who 
themselves rarely exceed a doubtful approach to God. 
Of this I could furnish specimens, which, apart from 
their wondrous results, would not onlj~ appear singular, 
but by some would be deemed highly exceptionable. 
There were indeed seasons when his ideas and language 
in prayer were alike yaried, copious, reverend, and 
dignified. But there were other seasons, when, during 
a protracted devotional exercise, he used only few words, 
some of which he would repeat five, ten, fifteen, or 
TWENTY times ; yea, and more than twenty times in suc- 
cession, with such modulations of voice, such earnest 
pleading with God, such marked determination to pre- 
vail, such bold expressions of rising and imyielding 
faith, as startled many who heard him, and as ren- 
dered him unlike any other man. There was some- 
thing so bold in coming to the throne of grace, and so 
familiar in drawing near to God, and intimation of •con- 
fidence so peculiar, that they cannot be set forth on 
paper. Those who were present on such occasions 
instantly know what I mean ; but they never will, never 
can, be clearly apprehended by those who never wit- 
nessed them. 

" And here I drop my reminiscences. It is not mine 
to trace the footsteps of Mr. Clowes to the last mo- 
ments of life ; nor to describe the closing triumph of 
that blessed man, while he stood on the banks of Jordan, 
proving the reality and power of those saving and 
healthy truths which he had so often, and so long, and so 
effectually proclaimed ; it is not mine to show how he 
was then rich in blessings, and in prospect richer far, 
when he comforted his comforters, and aa «. c.c^\Na^<«xs\^ 
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and laurelled warrior, he crossed the flood and entered 
the ahodes of the hlessed. All this and much more 
has been properly assigned to other hands ; I, however, 
have had a mournful pleasure, not unlike that experi' 
enced while strewing flowers upon the grare of an 
object much beloved, in throwing together the few pre- 
ceding thoughts ; not perhaps in the most perfect order, 
but with the consciousness that they have been furnished 
by a willing and affectionate, though trembling, hand. 
Grey hairs are now here and there upon myself; and 
when I think how many havej finished their course, and 
are gone to their reward, with whom I once moved 
shoulder to shoulder in the heavenly race ; and when I 
think how many more, who were once labourers in the 
vineyard with me, are now laid aside by disease and in- 
firmity, I am admonished that I too am advancing far 
on my journey ; that I must work with much diligence 
while it is day ; that I must live like a trusty sentinel 
with my loins girded^ my lamp trimmed, and my light 
burning; that I must cultivate the highest degree of 
readiness for the society of the blessed. Well, blessed 
be God, there is an end ; and our expectation shall not 
be cut off. Thrice blessed, bliss-inspiring thought! 
How delightful and soul-stirring the prospect of joining 
again our dearest friends ; where * sickness and sorrow, 
pain and death, are felt and feared no more !' ** 
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ELEGY ON THE DEATH OF WILLIAM CLOWES. 



" HOWL, FIR-TREE, FOR THE CEDAR IS FALLEN," ZBCH. xl. 2. 



There is a chord struck in the tender hreast, 

Of him who mourns for man. 
Who pants to find that sweet and promised rest, 

Beyond life's narrow span ; 
Where living trees with golden hlossoms grow, 
And rohes are given whiter far than snow. 

We mourn to see our dearest friends cut down, 

And lodged within the tomh ; 
As temples hy an earthquake overthrown, 

Or trees in vernal hloom } 
No more to sit heneath their verdant shade. 
But grieve to see their heauteous verdure fade. 

Oh I sad to find those lips, now pale and cold, 

From which we once were fed ; 
Which would to us the pearly gates unfold, 

Dispense the living hread ; 
How would we listen to each pleasing strain. 
Till sorrow fled and joy return' d again. 

Our choicest cedar is hy death laid low ; 

Oh ! let the fir-tree howl. 
Let sahle darkness sit upon thy hrow. 

As on Joh*s smitten soul ; 
Instead of green, assume the darkest hue. 
Mourn o*er the spot where once this cedar grew. 

How would its goodly branches spread around. 

Like seraph's golden wings. 
Dropping sweet odours on the parched ground. 

Shading the cooling springs ; 
Where many a pilgrim in the noontide heat. 
Drank, and sat down to wash his weary feet. 
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The mountains saw thee and the hills afar. 

Rising in majesty, 
Like him* of old in his victorious car. 

To set the captives free ; 
While shouts of conquest rang the nation round, 
And hell's dark walls lay shiver'd on the ground. 

Around thy tomh many an anxious eye, 

Shall drop the tender tear. 
In hope to meet thy spirit in the sky, 

Pronounce thy name so dear; 
Weep when they think no more they hear thy voice, 
Which bade the " mournful broken heart rejoice." 

Yet younger cedars still adorn our mount ; 

Death has not levell'd all. 
And they delightful fragrance shed around. 

Though not so broad and tall ; 
And while the Builder by the temple stands, 
The work shall prosper in his mighty hands. 

Bise, brethren, rise ! yield not to chilling fear, 

Although the cedar's gone. 
It lives transplanted in a brighter sphere. 

Near the Redeemer's throne, 
Your path is bright, your recompense made known ; 
Who bear the cross shall wear the shining crown ! 

William Howcroft. 
* Cyrus. 



NINEVEH; 

OR, 

THE CONDEMNATION OF SINNERS. 

A SERMON, 

BY WILLIAM CLOWES. 



Matt. xii. 41. 



** The men qf Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation, 
and shall condemn it ; because they repented at the preaching qf 
Jonaa ; and behold a greater than Jonas is Jiere" 



Our blessed Lord having healed a man possessed of 
a devil, and who had been both blind and dumb, but 
now both spake and saw, the people who witnessed 
the miraculous cure were amazed, and many believed on 
Jesus, and said, " Is not this the son of David ? *' 
But when the Pharisees saw this, they were displeased, 
and said, " This fellow doth not cast out devils, but by 
Beelzebub, the prince of the devils." This was a heavy 
accusation against our Lord, and was designed to bring 
back the minds of the - people to their side ; but it was 
in vain, for our Lord appealed to the plain sense of the 
hearers, saying, " Every kingdom divided against itself 
is brought to desolation ; and every city or house divided 
against itself shall not stand. And if Satan cast out 
Satan, he is divided against himself; how shall tbe,\SL 
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his kingdom stand ? And if I, by Beelzebub, cast 
devils, by whom do your children cast them out! 
therefore they shall be your judges. But if T cast out 
devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God 
is come unto you." This strain of reasoning would 
probably produce in many minds conviction of its 
soundness, and increase the faith of some ; but the un- 
believers, with that daring impiety which springs from 
hardness of heart, haughtily demanded more evidence 
of his miraculous power, and observed, ** Master, we 
would see a sign from thee.'* But our blessed Lord 
refused to gratify them, saying, " An evil and adulterous 
generation seeketh after a sign ; and there shall no sign be 
given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas. For as 
Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's 
belly, so shall the son of man be three days and three 
nights in the heart of the earth.'* Then he cried to 
them in the words of the text, " The men of Nineveh 
shall rise in judgment with this generation, and shall 
condemn it, because they repented at the preaching of 
Jonas ; and behold a greater than Jonas is here." By 
the help of God we shall consider, 

I. The cause of sinners being condemned. 

II. The nature of this condemnation. 

III. The time of this condemnation. 

I. The cause of the condemnation of sinners. 1. The 
Ninevites repented at the preaching of Jonas, and thereby 
escaped punishment. But in all following ages multi- 
tudes of sinners have lived and died impenitent unda 
the offers of grace and mercy made known by the 
gospel, and therefore will receive condemnation. Jonas 
was the missionary preacher to the metropolis of the 
*' heathen world." His preaching was strong, plain, 
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^ mnd fall of alann ; there was little softness or polish 
* iibout it. He cried, ** Yet forty days and Ninereh shall 
' he overthrown/' This sermon sounded out in trumpet 
' toaes ; and under it, at the end of three days, the 
^ whole city trembled ; all were wrought upon, from the 
> lottiates of the cottage to those of the palace. All 
■ orders of the people were pierced with the arrows of 
B eorniietion, and humbled themselyes in the dust. '' The 
■^ people ot Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, 
i kud put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the 
I leftst of them. For word came unto the king of 
if Nineveh^ and he arose from his throne, and he laid his 
i- ;robe from him ; and covered him with sackcloth, and sat 
in ashes ; and he caused it to be proclaimed and pub- 
lished through Nineveh by the decree of the king and 
his nobles, saying, * Let neither man nor beast, herd 
llor flock, taste anything ; let them not feed, nor drink 
wateir ; but let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, 
and cry mightily to God ; yea, let them turn every one 
frotn his evil way, and from the violence that is in their 
hands. Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and 
turn away his fierce anger, that we perish not.' *' 

What a scene now presents itself I — Nineveh weeps 
«*-^-^rie8 of distress ascend from crowds of its inhabitants ; 
the earth is bedewed with their tears like mount 
Hermon with the dew of heaven; the powers of dark- 
tiess are stirred with commotion ; heaven is interested 
in the event, and its angel bands have waked up the 
tnusic of their golden harps. In Nineveh there is no 
unbelieving rebel to lift up his impious hand against this 
wotk of repentance, and to say, as some did to Christ in 
his day, "Master, rebuke thy disciples." The cause 
moves onward, and spreads. " Nmev^\\ 'ww^ ^ ^^^ 
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city where were more than sixscore thousand persooi, 
that could not discern between their right hand ud 
their left hand." Amid this great population of mea, 
women, and children, vast ignorance and wickedness had 
abounded ; but a change was now at hand ; the people 
repented; faith sprung up in the souls of penitoit 
sinners, and the wrath of God was averted : *^ And God 
saw their works, that thej turned from their evil ways; 
and Grod repented of the evil that he had said he would 
do unto them ; and he did it not." This was a grand 
revival of religion, and a blessed day to Nineveh ; the 
mourning was turned into rejoicing, the voice of praise 
would resound from every part of the royal city, for 
it was now saved from the threatened vengeance which 
had hung over it in the black clouds of heaven's dis- 
pleasure. And we have reason to conclude, that many 
of the people of Nineveh held fast their faith, and 
honoured God by holy obedience and devoted lives. 
Hence our blessed Lord says, "The men of Nineveh 
shall rise in judgment with this generation, and 
condemn it, because they repented at the preaching of 
Jonas ; and behold a greater than Jonas is here." Here, 
then, we see a great missionary enterprise carried out, 
and Jonas, a master on the missionary field, eminently 
successfuLin his work. 

2. We may next notice the course of the great 
missionary, the Lord Jesus Christ, to Jerusalem, the 
metropolis of the Jews. The Lord Jesus was preceded 
by John the Baptist, his herald, who cried, '* Repent 
ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." He opened 
the kingdom by miracles, by signs and wonders, and 
mighty deeds : '' The blind receive their sight, and the 
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, 
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;he dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel 
>reached to them." But Jerusalem did not humble 
tsclf before the great missionary, as Nineveh did before 
Fonas. Was it because he was not a powerful preacher ? 
^o ! he had all power given him in heaven and in earth, 
md ** his word was with power ;" and some who had 
ieen sent to apprehend him, said, '' Never man spake 
ike this man." Was it because he was not a wise 
>reacher? No: "For in him were hid all the trea- 
sures of wisdom and knowledge," and wisdom proceeded 
Vom his lips pure and heaven-bom. Was it because 
le was not a persevering preacher? No. For his 
lisdples said, ** Goest thou to Jerusalem again ? " Yes« 
igain, while there is a ray of hope for Jerusalem 
dnners ; and when that hope died away, the Great 
Teacher poured forth his grief in the most moum- 
hjl and affecting strain : '* O Jerusalem, Jerusalem ! 
hon that killest the prophets, and stonest them that 
ire sent unto thee. How often would I have gathered 
ihy children together, even as a hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings, and ye would not." His 
ack of success, similar to that of Jonas at Nineveh, 
lid not arise from any inefficiency in the preacher, but 
Tom the obstinate unbelief of the Jerusalem sinners. 
rhey repented not, though " a greater than Jonas " 
dsited them. Our blessed Lord was greater than 
fonas every way. Jonas was but a man ; Jesus was 
)0th God and man in one person. Jonas wrought no 
niracles ; but our Lord wrought many, which proved 
;he divinity of his heavenly mission. Moreover, Jonas 
preached to the Ninevites three days only, and they re- 
pented and turned from their wicked ways ; but our 
Lord Jesus preached to the Jewa t\ix^^ \jeaT%^«sAN5c«^ 
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rejected both him and his preaching, and would Ml 
come unto him that they might have life. 

3. But let us consider the reception of the gosptii 
in what is called the Christian world. If welod^it 
Britain, the moat important section of that world, «e 
see she has been favoured with all sorts of preachers, m 
that the mental tastes oi all might be suited, and allwfai 
reject salvation be left without excuse. Some 8^ 
'' Give me the learned preacher who ha^ been (rained ii 
the college." Well, Britain has had him ; but has her 
people, in general, repented ? Some want th^ plw mai 
from the plough ; the carpenter from his b^<d^ ; the 
potter from his wheels, etc. Well, these Jiave been 
forthcoming. Some must have the able re«9one.r> ^ 
eloquent orator, the son of thunder. Well, our eountiy 
has had all these ; but where are the signs of nfitioaisi 
repentance? — of that repentance which is unt9 Ufe(> 
which implies a knowledge of sin^-^-a deep sorrow ffft 
having committed it, and a turning of the hefirt to Gofl? 
We hear a great deal in some quarters i^oiH preachery 
and preaching suited to the times, as if <xod had not 
supplied this lack. Have we not the preachii^ of a 
free salvation ? Is it not proclaimed through the land 
that ''Jesus, who was made a little lower than the 
angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory 
and honour, that he, by the grace of God, should taste 
death for enery man? '' — and that " as Moses lifted up 
the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of 
man be lifted up, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have eternal life ? ^^ As this pro- 
vision has been freely made and offered, Gk)d's mind is 
clearly set forth in relation to every soul of man : '* Say 
unto them as I live, saith the Lord God^ I haT<e do 
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pleasure in ' the death of the kicked ; but that the 
wicked turn from his evil way and live ; turn ye, turn 
► ye from your evil ways^ for why will ye die, O house of 
' Israel?"' 

1 By the preachers in our times is preached a fuU sal- 
I m^ion ; they publish that Christ can both justify and 
I lanctify the sinner, and save him from all sin : 
I " Wherefore he is able to save to the uttermost them 
I tiiat come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to 
make intercession for them." He saves them that 
' they may be living witnesses of Gk)d'8 redeeming love 
in aU the fulness of its power, forming vital life within 
them, or as the apostle says, '* That Christ may dwell 
in your hearts by faith, that ye being rooted and 
grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all 
saints, what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and 
height, and to know the love of Christ, which passeth 
knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness 
of God/' This is the unspeakable inward glory with 
winch Jehovah seals those he receives into covenant re- 
lation with himself, and which prepares them to shine 
in the grandeur of the spiritual state on earth and in 
heaven : *' Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in 
the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out, 
. and I will write upon him the name of my God, and 
the name of the city of my God which is New Jerusa- 
lem, which Cometh down from heaven from my God ; 
and I will write upon him my new name." 

In these times, too, we have preached a present aalva- 
iion. This blessing is clearly shown to be within the 
grasp of all that feel their need of it. Pardon, peace, 
and holiness are offered now. This great and present 
salvation is within the range of all titi^l \^V\&\^« ^^ '^>S!k^ 
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word is nigli thee/' sinner, "even in thy mouth, anim 
thy heart ; that is the word of faith which we preadk 
For with the heart man helieveth onto righteonsneai, 
and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation." 
Grod says salvation hy faith is now ; and who dares saj 
he is a liar? Sinner! give thyself into Grod's hands 
now ; do as he has said ; thou canst not be wrong in 
believing what God wills concerning thee : " Believe and 
thou shalt see the glory of God." It is always now 
with God. What he willed on the cross concerning 
lost sinners, he willeth in relation to them just now. 
Hence, says the apostle, " But as God is true, our word 
toward you was not yea and nay ; for the son of God, 
Jesus Christ, who was preached among you bj us, even 
by me, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, was not yea and 
nay, but in him was yea. For all the promises of God 
in him are yea, and in him amen, unto the glory of God 
by us." When, therefore, you see or hear a promise of 
God, exclaim- yea. The infernal powers may come up 
against you and say nay ; but they are liars, and their 
great master is the father of lies. Repeat the promise 
and say yea, until you receive its fulfilment, and remember 
that all the promises of God relating to salvation are 
yeas I This was the course of apostolic, preaching, and 
this is the Primitive Methodist preaching, by which 
thousands have been converted to God. But have all 
those who have 'heard this preaching got converted? 
Ah ! no ! comparatively few among the tens of thou- 
sands who have heard the gospel thus faithfully 
"preached," and with the holy unction from Heaven, 
have repented ; but woe ! woe to the inhabitants of the 
land who have heard the true message of the gospel, and 
have not received it. Woe to Britain^ to those of her 
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• eoart, her camps, her senate, her navies, her toiling 
t thousands in her cities, towns, and villages, who have 
I heard, but have believed not the " record God hath given 
t of his Son." The cup of trembling is mixed, the vials 
\ of wrath are ready to be poured out, and on the day of 
righteous retribution, the grand jury will be summoned 
by the great King, who will witness against, and con- 
demn millions of the present godless and unbelieving 
race. Then " The men of Nineveh shall rise in judg- 
ment with this generation, and shall condemn it : because 
they repented at the preaching of Jonas ; and, behold, 
a greater than Jonas is here." 

II. The nature of this condemnation. — 1. It will be a 
just condemnation. God says, '* Behold, all souls are 
mine ; as the soul of the father, so also the soul of the 
son is mine : the soul that sinneth, it shall die." And 
who dares question the righteousness of the supreme 
Ruler, or impeach his decisions? "And the angels 
which kept not their first estate, but left their own 
habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under 
darkness unto the judgment of the great day." And in 
relation to our first parents : the Lord God commanded 
the man, saying, "Of every tree of the garden thou 
mayest freely eat, but of the tree of knowledge, of 
good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it, for in the day 
that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die." Had 
the just and infinite Grod consigned Adam and Eve to 
perdition without any provisions of grace, as in the case 
of the rebellious angels, it would have been righteous, 
and the rejection of grace by the posterity of Adam, 
merits the condemnation that w|U follow in the day of 
judgment. " The judge of all the earth will do right " 
in pronouncing condemnation uipont\i«m. 

13 
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2. It will be a heavy condemnation. The miiB 
weight of this condemnation will arise from the positin 
rejection of Christ and the provisions of mercy in the 
gospel. Grod in giving his Son to endure sorrow, prinr 
tions, and the death of the cross^ unfolded a love for 
men ; sovereign in its origin ; disinterested in its open> 
tions, and universal in its extent. But in the case A 
the impenitent, all the developments of that love han 
failed to allure, to humble, and to save them ; and their 
rejection of the Saviour will meet with severe punish- 
ment. The rejection of the grace of God, which bringeth 
salvation, will produce a load of condemnation, which 
will be almost insupportable. Making light of the 
gospel, trifling with its offers, despising its gracious 
invitations, will bring upon the sinner a ponderous and 
crushing weight of sorrow and distress. This cup of 
trembling cannot be drunk by devils, fof they never 
rejected Christ in the gospel ; but sinners have done this, 
and they will have justly to drain the cup of suffering. 
This condemnation will, however, be graduated according 
to the light abused, and the privileges neglected in this 
world. Hence cried the faithful teacher, " Woe unto 
thee, Chorazin ! woe unto thee, Bethsaida ! for if the 
mighty works which have been done in you, had been 
done in Tyre and Sidon ; they would have repented long 
ago in sackcloth and ashes. But I say unto you, it shall 
be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day of judg- 
ment, than for you." 

3. It will be an eternal condemnation. Here we are 
lost in unfathomable depths, and led to ponder on the 
righteous laws and gfwernment of the blessed God as 
revealed in his word. The reason of man is not suffi- 
cient to determine satisfactorily on. this awful and 
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profound subject ; that reason must bow with humble sub- 
mission to the plain sense of the Holy Scripture, which 
plainly speaks of eternal punishment. How fearful then 
the final condemnation of the impenitent. When a man 
is condemned to transportation from his country, it is to 
liim a heavy calamity, and when a man for a crime of 
deeper atrocity has to forfeit his life to justice, it is heavier 
still ; but what is this to that of an impenitent sinner being 
cast into hell fire by the righteous sentence of the divine 
Judge ? This is not for seven years, nor for as many 
millions of years as the morning dew drops or the grains 
of sand on old ocean's shores ; but it is to endure to all 
eternity. This will be a condemnatory punishment 
which our minds cannot fully grasp, nor our tongues 
express. Eternity gives tremendous weight to this 
condemnation. Its sorrows can never be fully measured 
or adequately conceived in this world, "And these 
shall go away into everlasting punishment; but the 
righteous into life eternal." 

III. The time of this" condemnation, — 1 . This will be, 
in the first place, at death, the period of the sinner's 
departure hence ; but more emphatically at the day of 
judgment. 

This important doctrine is laid down by the apostle 
Paul in his address on Mars Hill to the Athenian 
idolators : ** And the times of this ignorance God winked 
at : but now commandeth all men every where to repent; 
because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will 
judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he 
hath ordained ; whereof he hath given assurance unto 
all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead." 

2. The time of the general jri^gment will be marked 
by the appearance of the Lord Jesus Christy in hi& 
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judicial character^ to determine for erer the destimnof 
men : ** Behold, he cometh with clouds, and every eye 
shall see him ; and they also which pierced him, and i& 
kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him, even so^ 
Amen ;" " And to you who are troubled, rest with ra, 
when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with 
his mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance on 
them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ." His glorious appearance 
and his numerous attendants will correspond with his 
exalted office as the judge of all the earth. 

3. The period of the judgment will be distinguished 
by the gathering of all nations at the righteous bar: 
** And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat od 
it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away ; 
and there was no place found for them. And I saw the 
dead, small and great, stand before God, and the books 
were opened ; and another book was opened, which is 
the book of life, and the dead were judged out of those 
things which were written in the books, according to 
their works. And the sea gave up the dead which were 
in it ; and death and hell delivered up the dead which 
were in them ; and they were judged every man accord- 
ing to their works. And death and hell were cast into 
the lake of fire. This is the second death. And who- 
soever was not found written in the book of Hfe was cast 
into the lake of fire.'* But the most solemn and imposing 
view of this judicial procedure is given by our Lord 
himself : *' The Son of man shall come in his glory, and 
all the holy angels with him ; then shall he sit upon the 
throne of his glory and, before him shall be gathered 
all nations, and he shifl separate them one from another, 
as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats." 



BT WILLIAM CLOWES. 293 

Then will appear the witnesses who will assist in the 
solemn transactions of the great court of judgment: 
** The saints shall judge the world." They will wit- 
ness against the wicked. There Ahel will witness 
against Cain, Noah against his generation, Abraham 
against the idolators of Chaldee, Moses against the 
Egyptians, Daniel against the wicked princes of Baby- 
lon, and the holy prophets against their persecutors ; 
the apostles and primitive Christians against those that 
shed their blood upon the earth like water ; and the 
faithful and noble army of martyrs that were burned and 
destroyed in dungeons by papal Rome, against their 
merciless persecutors. There also faithful Ministers will 
witness against many that formed their charge ; parents 
against their rebellious offspring, and pious children 
against wicked parents. Then **The men of Nineveh 
shall rise in judgment with this generation, and shall con^ 
demn it: because they repented at the preaching of Jonas; 
and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here. The queen 
of the south shall rise up in the judgment with this 
generation, and shall condemn it : for she came from 
the uttermost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of 
Solomon ; and, behold, a greater than Solomon is here." 
1. From this subject we learn — First, that sinners may 
repent and be saved, when the offers of grace are made 
known to them. The men of Nineveh repented when 
Jonas preached to them " the preaching that God bade 
him," and so may sinners now. We therefore cry to 
them, "Bring forthj therefore, fruits meet for repent- 
ance ;" " Repent and be baptized every one of you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins, and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise 
is unto you, and to your children, and to all that ai^ 
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afar off, even as many as the Lord our Grod shall call." 
May all sinners present hearken to the gospel call, and 
obey it. 

2. We infer that sinners may reject the message of 
salvation, whoever be the agent that offers it. Hence 
many of the Jews rejected the glorious offers of peace and 
truth, made by Christ ; and would not come to Him that 
they might have life. And how many in this country 
are now opposing the gospel salvation ! Others are dis- 
playing a perfect indifference to the invitations of par- 
doning mercy. How many of our faithful and devoted 
ministers, after all the toil and anxiety they expend, are 
constrained to weep in secret places, and to say, "Who 
hath believed our report, and to whom is the arm of the 
Lord revealed ? " 

3. We also learn that unbelief is a criminal and 
condemning offence against God. It brings up from the 
bottomless pit an unbroken stream of imgodliness, 
violence, and miseries of all kinds, which torment and 
ruin the souls of men. It has in every age inflicted 
suffering and damnation upon myriads of our race. 
Instance the universal deluge — the destruction of the 
cities of the plain by brimstone and fire — the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem by the Romans, and the dispersion 
of the Jews, who to this day are scattered like the frag- 
ments of a mighty shipwreck by the ocean tempests. 
And is not unbelief now causing God's anger to bum 
like fire ? May the crowds of sinners around us cry to 
God and repent, before God's thunderbolts be launched 
to sink them to the nethermost hell, where there is 
''weeping and wailing, and gnashing of teeth; where 
the worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched ; " 
where despair utters its wail to all eternity, ''The 
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harvest is past and the summer is ended^ and we are 
not saved." 

4, Finally, we infer — That faith in God is as excellent 
and glorious, as unbelief is unreasonable and wicked : 
" He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life ; 
and he that believeth not the Son, shall not see hfe, but 
the wrath of God abideth on him." When the Nine- 
vites repented and believed in God under the preaching 
of Jonas, a door was opened for the truth to enter in 
all its power and glory ; the black clouds of wrath rolled 
away, and the favour of heaven was poured on them 
like golden sunHght — their souls were saved — their 
families btessed — ^and their great and superb city pre- 
served. So faith opens an effectual door for Christ to 
enter the sinner's heart, and to enthrone himself there 
for ever. Then safety and happiness are secured for 
both worlds. If the present race of preachers live in 
the faith, and preach in the faith, and believers exercise 
faith in God, a brighter day will dawn upon this earth. 
Its twilight has already opened, and its meridian must 
advance as darkness and unbelief retires. ** The mouth 
of the Lord hath spoken it." Haste, happy day, when 
the grand shout will sound o'er all earth's domains, 
" Hallelnia, for the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth." 
Amen. 
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